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PREFACE. 

Little need be said by way of preiSeuse t« 
the volume comprising my second series of 
Essays on Peace & War, especially as my 
first number was written for an introduction. 
The edition of the ^r5f series is nearly ^s- 
posed of, and a very large second edition has 
just issued from the Press. The public con* 
tinue to receive jp^j effusions, at least, with 
indulgence, if not with approbation. — ^The 
princii^es of Peace are rapidly spreading 
throughout all Christendom,— -many new 
Peace Societies have been instituted during 
the last year, both in Europe and America ; 
and many individuals have come out boldly 
in our cause, who give us their countenance 
and assistance, but, for reasons best knovm 
to themselves, do not join pur Society, and 
though we have to bear the jests and sneers 
of those characters, who always ridicule great 
and benevolent undertakings, until they be- 
come jp(7pii/ar, there is ko serious opposition, 
nor any one found, who is willing to risk the 
> imputation of idiocy or insanity, by seriously 
defending the custom of War and deprecat- 
ing Peace. Still the books on the subject 
are few-— very few ; and it is for the purpose 
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of increasing ihe number, that I have con- 
ftented to have my poor, desultory Essays 
printed ill a volume, and circulated until they 
shall be superseded by , regular treatises on 
the great topic of Peace A, War, written by 
abler hands. I knciw that these Essays, weak 
und inadequate as they are, have had the e:i^ 
feet of changing the opinions of many, not 
Only lis to the folly and wickedness of the 
^custom of War, but also, as to the probability 
of its final abolition, and thus have, ihenij- 
selves, be^n in a degree, instromental in 
hastening " a consummation so devoutly 
to be wished/' It is presumed that the ef- 
fect will not be less, but greater, by uniting 
these fugitive pieces in a volume, — for, al- 
though the connection is not so intimate, but 
that they may read separately, yet they mu- 
tually ^pport and strengthen each other. — 
If my feeble exertions shall in any way ad- 
vance the great cause of " peace on earth and 
good will to nian," which brought the Sa- 
vior from Heaven, the small space I have fil- 
led in existence wilf not be leflt a blank, and 
my fellow creatures will be benefitted more 
than they could be in any otlver way by 
July 4tb, 1827. niLANTMioroa. 



INTRODUCTION. 

Hr. Editor, 

Finding myself, now at leisure, and that 
tjiere has been but little in your paper on the 
subject of Peace and War since my last 
number, I consider it to be my duty to re- 
sume my labours. I am encouraged to do^ 
this, by information that a fulfilment of my 
promise has been called for, and from the fa- 
▼ourable reception my essays have met with 
in the Northern and Middle States, where 
they hare been frequently reprinted with 
marks of approbation ; so that I have reason 
to think that my labours haye not been in 
Tain, and that I have not spent my strength 
for naught/ 

A further inducement for me to continue 
my lucubrations is the paucity of books and 
writings, on permanent and universal peace* 
It is difficult to write on self^vident proposi- 
tions and generally acknowledged truths; 
and no truth has been more generally ac- 
knowledged, than that a spirit of war is in 
cijurect oppQsitioB to the spirit »f the gospeL 
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For this reason the greater part of the Chris- 
tian world have thought it unnecessary to 
write or YeSd on the subject. But though 
thej acknowledge our principles, they deny 
our conclusions, and continue to practise in 
particular cases what they know to be wrong 
as a general rule^ Sluch however has been 
written within a few years, and with great 
effect, in the cause of Peace. Yet the sub- 
ject is far from being esdiausted. I have not 
the vanity to suppose that my writings can 
bear a cooiparisoa with those works of ge- 
nius which have been already published on 
this subject, and which are periodically ush- 
ered into public Boticej yet my essays may 
meet the eye which never rested on any other 
productions of a similar nature, and may be 
the, means of introducing better works te 
those who else would never have thought of 
them*, b ia an advantage to hav^ truth pre- 
sented in a variety of ways. - What, might 
pI^Me one would perhaps ^disgust another ; 
9aidi9.skprt essay might BXimt the attention 
q£ him who. nev«r thmight of reading a trech- 
tist oa the. same sulirject, I do not -know 
that any other fhend of peace, has, in this 
ooiBipbrft wdertakento write a fiwu^ ^£ ^ 
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says for a newspaper j though many excellent 
commuhications on that topic, have been, by 
means of periodical publications and address- 
es, laid before the public. 

My first numbers were published in a reg- 
ular series, for which the plan was arranged 
in my own mind, but never divulged for fear 
that I might not be borne cdong by the ap- 
probation of the public ; and I thus left my- 
self at liberty to drop the subject, when I 
should find it no longer useful to continue it. 

My future communications will have no 
regular order, and will only appear at inter- 
vals, that I may not tire any class of readers. 
They will consist of such communiications 
and hints as I may receive from respected 
friends— of thoughts, which came into my 
own mind when the time of their being plac- 
ed in regular order with the series had elap- 
sed — ^and such ideas as may yet be suggested 
by passing circumstances and events. 

PHILANTHROPOS. 






NO. 1. 

THE 'NSSTIMONY OP SCRIPl^URE. 

In the coufse of my first series of essays, 1 
d^Blayed the consideration of war in a religious 
point of view« because, being but a layman, I 
considered my$elf unable to do justice to the 
subject, and because I hoped some of our 
learned divines would take it up. Being how- 
ever dii^ppointed,! applied to my minister for 
texts on the subject, but I did not get them 
for the place allotted to them. I now insert 
the texts, that so good a labor should not be 
lost. I omit the chapter and" verse ^ because 
your readers will probably be sufficiently ac- 
quainted with iscripture, to make an examin- 
ation of their correctness by actual ins pec- 

J. Of PrectpU Thou shall not kill — ^Isay 
unto you, that ye resist not evil $ but whoso- 
ever shall smite thee on one cheeky turn to 
Him the other also. — Love your enemies, bkss 
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them that curse jou, do good to them that 
hate you, an«l pray for them which despite- 
fully use you ai^d pe^rsecute you. — If it be 
possible, as much as iieth in you, live peace- 
fully with a// men. — ^Let us not be desirous of 
vainglory, provoking one another, envying 
one another. — See that none render evil for 
evil, to any man, but ever follow that which 
is good, both among yourselves aftd to all men. 

2. Example. That ye may be like youjr 
Father which is in heaven, for he maketh his 
sun to rise on the evil and on the good. — • 
Christ is called the Prince of Peace. There 
is no example of war or even of resistance by 
force in any of his disciples — ^I am me^L and 
lowly in heart. — ^If any man have not the 
spirit of Christ he is none of hb. 

3. Prohibition. Say not I will recompense 
evil, but wait on the Lord and he shall save 
thee. — Say not I will do to him as he hath 
done to me. — ^Dearly beloved, avenge not 
yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath, 
for it is written, Vengeance is mine and I will 
repay it, saith the Lord^* — ^Be not overcome- 
of evil, but overcome evil with good. 

4. Threatening. They that tdke the sword 
^tfhall perish with the sword. — ^Bj^cause t)iou 
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hast spoiled many nations, the remnant of 
the people shall spoil thee ; because of men's 
blood, dDC. 

5. Implication. And hath made of one 
Uoocf, all the nations of men. — Bat the fruit 
of the Spirit is lore, }oj,peace^ long suffering, 
gentleness, meekness. Their feet are swiil 
to shed blood. When the Gospel produces 
extensively its desired effect, Nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. Isaiah 2. 4. and a- 
gain in Micah 4. 8. They shall beat their 
swords into plough-shares and their spears 
into prunin? hooks, nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more, but they shall sit every man 
under his vine and fig tree, and none shall 
make them afraid.* — I will make thy officers 
p^ace and thine exactors righteousness. He 
that ruleth over men must be just^ ruling in 
the fear of God.. 

6. Benediction. Blessed are the meek^ for 
they shall inherit the earth, — Blessed are the 
merci/nl, for they shall obtain mercy. — ^Bless- 
ed are the peace-makers, for they shall be 
called the children of God. 

the above named texts, I may add 
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the foUpwing, wliich I think relate to this sub- 
ject, but shall put them down without any 
order as they happen to occur to me, viz. 

All things whatsoever ye , woiild that men 
should do unto you, do ye even so to them. — 
Ye have heard that it was said to them of old 
time. Thou shalt not kill, and whosoever shall 
kill, shall be in danger of the judgment. But 
I say unto you, that whosoever is angry with 
his brother without a cause, shall be in d^ui- 
ger of the judgment, and whosoever shall say 
Raca, shall be in danger of the council, but 
whosoever shall say. Thou fool, shall be in 
danger of hell fire. Follow peace with all 
men. — ^For though we walk in the flesh we do 
not war afier the flesh. — I beseech you that 
ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith jm 
are called, with all lowUness and meekness, 
with long suffering, forbearing one another 
^ in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.-r-The wrath of 
man worketb not the righteousness of God. 
See also James iii. 13 to the end, and iv. 1 — 3. 
1 Pet. 20 to the end) iii. 8, and following vers- 
es, and Psalm Jxviii. 30. Scattdr thou the ]^o- 
pie thi^t delight, in war. ' 
To these there might doubtless be «id4ecl 
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naay other texts and passages of scripture 
to shew that war is inconsistent with the 
spirit and letter of the gospel. 

It may perhaps be objected to the' first text, 
^' Thou shalt not kill," that it only means to 
forbid murder. Granted — ^but what is mur- 
der, if wantonly and knowingly taking the 
life of an innocent person, is not ? Now war 
takes the lives of not only Innocent men, but 
frequently of women and children also. The 
innocent merchant is attacked and plundered 
on the highway of nations, and if he resists or 
attempts to escape, is killed. Whateyer may 
be said in defence of capital punishments, and 
wars, which are strictly defensive, it cannot 
be doubted that all other wilful homicide is 
directly contrary to the law of God, and who- 
ever enlists in war; and tlllis obliges himself 
to obey the command of his superiors, to at- 
tack cities and plunder the innocent, and to 
kill them if they -attempt flight or resistance, 
voluntarily places himself in a condition to 
coipmit murder, and " no murderer hath , 
eternal life." , How awfully inconsiderate * 
4hen, are those who send their children to a 
military school,, or take up themselves a pro- 

/•ssibn 80 a trade to get a Uying, w]pch suh- 
2 • 
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jects them to commit the crime of murder, 
and to endure its tremendous punishment ! 

The second text, which commands us te^ 
turn the other cheek to the smiter, is perhaps 
of all the precepts of the Bible, themo^t 
humbling to the pride of the human heart. It 
is nevertheless the command of our blessed 
Savior, and cfthnot be rejected unless we re^ 
ject his authority. 1 am willing to concede,, 
however, that the text is somewhat figurative, 
and that as a blow on the cheek was given 
more for insult than injury, (as in John xviiiv 
2d. and in Acts xxiii. 2d.) the injunction is 
that we should patiently endure insults. What 
is^ so likely to make the aggressor ashamed of 
his conduct, as thus calmly t« turn the other 
cheek? I believe the greatest miscreant 
would be ashamed to repeat the blow. Evea 
heathen philosophers have shewn, both by 
precept and example, that it is more glorious 
to pass by an insult, than to revenge it. I 
remember many anecdotes of heathens and 
men of the world to this purpose, and per«> 
haps hereafter I may relate some of them^ 
If then the revenging; of an insult be unlaw- 
I iiil to a Christian, Ihow much more s6 is the 
i severe retaliatioi^ of taking life, which evevi 
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.goes beyond the sajingof*' 'those of old time, 
an eje for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth,'' 
which our blessed Lord forbids his disciples 
to imitate. But if it is criminal in an indi- 
vidual, how much more in a nation, to make 
war on account of an insult, howeyer premed- 
itated and offensive, by which many persons 
innocent and ignorant of the offence, must 
suffer death in its most horrid forms. 

It may be said that these texts inculcate 
passive obedience and non-resistance. If 
they do, then passive obedience and non-re- 
sistance are the doctrines of the Bible. But 
they do not imply non-resistance in every 
sense. If I can, by physical force, disarm my 
enemy, land prevent him from injuring me or 
any other person, it is my duty to do it, but 
without any feelings of revenge or retaliation. 
But if I can disarm him by moral force, by 
turning the other cheek ; by returning good 
for evil ; or by convincing him of his error, 
I gain two victories ; one over him, and tb« 
other over myself, often the most difficult. 
"The discretion of a man deferreth his anger, 
aBd it is hi9 glorif to pass over a transgression. 



^ 
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NO. 2. 

ON BEARING INSULTS WITH PATIENCE. 

Iiiralate communication, I intimated that 
I should, when convenient, relate a few an- 
ecdotes of heathens and men of the world, 
who by passing over insults and returning; 
good for evil, have put nominal christians to 
the blush, by coming nearer to the com- 
mands of their divine Master, than they. 
The following are principally from memory. 

When Xerxes invaded Greece, there was, 
in the Greek councils, a difference of opin- 
ion, concerning the best place for engaging 
the enemy. Themistocles urging his opin- 
ion with some warmth, Eurybiades lifted up 
his cane over him, in a menacing manner. 
** Strike,^^ says the Athenian general, " but 
hear me" The Lacedemonian, admiring 
his command of temper, bade him speak 
what he had to say. 

Plutarch says of Pericles, " Such was his 
self-command, that when a vile and aban- 
doned fellow loaded him a whole day with 
reproaches and abuse, he bore it with pa- 
tience and silence, and oomtinued in public, 
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for the despatch of some urgent affairs. In 
th« evening he walked gravelj home, the 
bluckguard following and insulting him, with 
the most scurrilous language, the whole way. 
A«d, as it was dark, when he came to his 
own door, he ordered one of his servants to 
take a torch and light the man home." 

How do the manners of these unenlighten- 
ed heathen put to the blush the conduct of 
cur great men, who for a wry word chal- 
lenge, fight and kill each other, regardless 
alike of their country's laws and welfare, 
and the commands of God. Yet such meii are 
exalted to the highest stations, and thus the 
nation becomes, a participator in their .crimes, 
forgetting that " he who ruleth his own spir- 
it is better than he who taketh a city." 

Two young gentlemen, I believe officers. 
Were playing at backgammon, in a public 
coftee room, in Paris, when one thoughtless- 
ly replied, to the observation of the other, 
" O what a story !" The other, immediate- 
ly snatching up the tables, gave his friend a . 
blow on the head, and, as if stupified and as- 
tonished at hii^ rashness, sat down, regard- 
less of the consequence. The injured man 
arose and addressed the company in these 



^/ 
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words : " Gentlemen, you think that I shall 
take the life of my friend^ for this rash act of 

>his. But, could I now see his heart, I should 
find it torn with anguish and sorrow, for 
what he has done, and that he suffers a thoit- 
sand times more pain, than I do, from the 
blow I have received. I shall therefore not 
take bis life, but I will take the life of any 
one of you, who dare to utter the least re- 
flection on mj honor."' All were silent for 
a moment. Bravo ! exclaimed an old knight 
of St. Lewis. Bravo J echoed round the cof- 
fee room, and the friends resumed their game. 
A part of Ihe story is worthy the imitation of 
christians, but the beauty of the action is 
spoiled by the concluding threat. 

Two bloods of the highest order we^e ban- 
tering one another at a coffee house, when 
^one dared the other, to go and spit in the 
iace of an officer of high rank and tried coui:- 
age, who sat in a box reading a newspaper. 
No sooner said than done. The officer calm- 
ly took his handkerchief, and wiped his face 

~ and said, ^^ Young maUi could I wipe your 

blood from my conscience as easily as I can 

your spittle from my face, I would instantly 

put you to death ; but I disdain to ytain my 

iscience or my sword with your blood." 
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tt is a beautiful saying which the duke of 
Orleans used, when he ascended the French 
throne, under the title of Loi^is XII. He 
had many bitter enemies, who had done him 
great injury ; but he quieted their fears by 
publicly declaring, that " It was not for the 
king of France to revenge the injuries done 
to the duke of Orleans." This was the same 
king who said, ''I should rather see my 
courtiers laugh at my avarieg, than my peo- 
ple weep at my extravagance." It wsis for 
sentimei^ts like these rather than foi: his vie- 
lories, that he was deservedly called the 
"father of his people," a trufy glorious title. 

In 1754 the father of our country was sta- 
tioned at Alexandria, with a regiment of 
which he was colonel. At an election for 
members of the Assembly^ Washington grew 
wamtf and said something offensive to a Mr. 
Payne, who was opposed to him, and who, 
at one bl6w of his cane, brought our hero to 
the ground. On hearing of this, the vrhole 
regiment was under arms in a moment, and 
in rapid motion toward the town, burning 
for vengeknce. Washington was so far re- 
cov^ed as to go out and meet his enraged 
soldiers, and after thanking them for «ucili 
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evidence of attachment, he begged them, by 
tlieir love to Mm and their duty^ to return 
peaceably to their barracks. 

Finding himself the aggressor, hd resolved 
to make Mr. Payne the honorable reparation 
of asking his pardon. Early next morning 
he wrote a polite note to Mr. Payne, to meet 
him at the tavern. Payne took it for. a chal- 
lenge, and, repaired to the tavern in full ex- 
pectation of fighting. But what was his sur- 
prise, on entering the chamber, to see, in 
lieu of a brace of pistols, a decanter of wine 
and a pair of glasses on the table. Wash* 
ington rose to meet him, and offering him 
his l^nd with a smile, began — ** Mr. Payne, 
to err sometimes is nature, to rectify errbr 
is always glory, I believe I was wrong in 
the affair of yesterday; you have had, I 
think, some satisfaction ; and if you deem 
that sufficient, here is my hand, let us be 
friends." 

An a9t of such sublime virtue produced its 
proper effect on Mr. Payne, who, from that 
moment, became the most enthusiastic friend 
tind admirer of Washington. 

When we contemplate the conduct of the 
ilmstrious men, .whom! have named, how 
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eontemptible and meaa appear the manners 
of the little great men of the present day, 
who have so little knowledge of true great- 
ness, as to suppose, that to revenge an in- 
sult is more honorable than to forgivQ^it, and 
that honor is gained by the perpetration of 
crimes, which set the laws of Ood and their 
country at defiance. Yet such' men set 
themselves up as candidates for the first of- 
fice in the gift of an enlightened and chris- 
tian people, an office which binds them to 
the execution of those laws, wliich they are 
in the habit of violating. How much ought 
the nation to thank God, for its late narrow 
escape from the government of a military 
chieftain and a duellist ! 

\ 



NO. 3. 

THE SABBATH DAY VIOLATED IN WAR. 

When we consider the apathy with which 
we s^e every command of God violated by 
those who subsist by the practice of war, we 
have reason to exclaim, *' Lord, what is man 
that thou art mindful of hiM !" The eir^ 
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cumstances attending the battle of Wftterlor 
did not manifest greater contempt for the or- 
dinances and commands of God, than what 
is usual in war, and therefore they have pas- 
sed unnoticed by most of those who have giv- 
en us 'a description of that horrible scene. 

It was one o'clock, on Sabbath morning 
(usually so calm and still,) when the bugle 
' sounded for the march. Many of the officers 
were then at a ball, in Brussels ; and with- 
out having time to change their clothes, hur- 
ried, in their ball di'esses, to the fatal field, 
from which many never returned, and were 
probably thrown Into their graves, their livid 
corses adorned with the habiliments of rev- 
elry. 

" ft struck my imagii^ation much, (says 
an American traveller, while standing on the 
last field fought by Bonaparte,) that the bat- 
tle of Waterloo should have been fpught on 
a Sunday. What a different scene for the 
Scotch Greys and English infantry fmm that 
which at that very hour, was exhibited by 
their relations : when, over England and 
Scotland, each church bell had drawn togeth- 
er its worshippers. While many a mother's 
heart was sending upward a prayer for her 
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soil's preservation,perhaps that son was gasp- 
ing in agony." 

** W« know that many thousands rushed 
into this fight, even of those who had heen 
instructed in our own religious principles, 
iirithout leisure for one serious thought ; and 
that some officers were killed in their ball 
dresses. They made a leap into the gulph 
which divides two worlds, the present from 
the immutable state, without one parting 
prayer, or one note of preparation." 

*' As I looked over this field now green 
with growing corn, I could mark with my 
«ye> by the verdure of the wheat, spots 
where the most desperate carnage had taken 
place. The bodies had been heaped togeth- 
er, and scarcely more than covered. And 
so enriched is the soil, in these spots, that 
the grain never ripens ; it grows rank and 
green to the end of harvest. This touching 
memorial, which endures when the thousand 
groans have expired, and when the stain of 
human blood has faded from the ground, 
still seems to cry to Heaven, that there is 
awful guilt somewhere, and a terrific reckon- 
ing for those, who had caused destruction, 
which th« earth would not conceal. Tbewe 
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hills of superabundant vegetations as the 
wind rustled through the corn, seemed the 
most affecting monuments which nature could 
devise, and gave a melancholy animation to 
this plain of death." 

What an awful preparation for eternity ! — 
in such habiliments, on such a day^ in such a 
frame of mind, reeking with the blood or 
their fellow creatures, breathing out rage, 
revenge, and madness, to rush uncalled, into 
the presence of their Judge, while in the very 
act of violating all his commands, and defy- , 
ing his vengeance ! 

Yes, there %$ " awful guilt" somewhere ; 
and, reader, you are probably a partaker in 
tliat' guilt. What brought these armies to 
thi^ fatal shock, — so fatal to thousands ? A 
love of military glory. Who has fed and 
pampered this love of ^otj 'J Every one, 
who endeavors to keep up a military spirit, 
-—who delights to inflame the minds of youth 
by military parade ? Every one, who hon- 
ors warriors i©ere!y as such ; who praises 
military exploits, without regard to end of 
object ; and especially every one, whether 
parent, guardian, or instructer, Who imbueg 
tke infant mind with such aHti-ehristiajH si^ 



PltACmce OP tHK EARLY CHRISTIANS. 25 

• . ■ ' 

tiovis, or who does not take care to eradicate 
them as fast as developed, has incurred this 
avM gailt ; and though he cannot properly 
be calle4 accessary to the crimes which are 
past, he is accessary to those which may 
come, for " he who sows the wind shall reap 
the whirlwind." 



NO. 4. , 

THE DOCTRINES AND PRACTICE OP THE EARLY 
CHRISTIANS AS THEY RELATE TO WAR. 

It has been 'my 'intention, for some time 
past, to prepare an essay on the above sub- 
ject ; but after having taken some notes, and 
laid up some matter; I find that I can do 
nothing so well, as to give my readers ex- 
tracts from the ** Tract No. 3^, of the Society 
fot the Promotion of Permaneiit and tJniveV- 
sal Peace," nrritten by the edebvated Clstfk- 
son. 

** Accustottied, as Christians^ have been, 
for many centuries, to cionsider the profes- 
sion of arms as singularly honorable, and 

martial aclnevemeitts« however bloodyj aar 
3 
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the most glorious of human exploits, it must 
be difficult for them to see the following pas- 
sages of Scripture, through a clear, pure, and 
uncorrupted medium ; viz. '' I say unto 
you, resist not evil ; love your enemies ; do 
good to them that hate, and pray for them 
that despitefuUy use and persecute you/' 
The prejudices of some, the interests of 
others, and custom with all, have induced a 
general belief, that these, and similar passa- 
ges, have no relation to wars. But it may 
be important to all, but more particularly to 
those who desire tQ be accounted real fol- 
lowers of Christ, to know in what manner 
their first Fathers, the early Christians, un- 
derstood thetxi ; to know how those persons 
understood them, who were converted by the 
Apostles themselves, or who had opportuni- 
ties of interpretation from the very lips of 
their immediate successors ; who believed 
with all their hearts, that the New Testament 
was of divine origin ; that the precepts it 
contained were not to be dispensed with to 
■uit particular cases, without the" imputation 
of evil, and who chose rather to die by the 
hand of the public executioner, than to do 
that which appeared to them to be wroog. 
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Now we intend to furnisb the reader with 
such knowledge, and to prove to him, that 
long after the introduction of the Christian 
Religion into the world, that is, while the 
lamp of Christianity burnt pure and bright, 
not only the Fatjiers of the Church held it 
unlawful for Christians to bear arms, but 
those, who came within the pale of it, abstain^ 
edfrom the use of them, and this to the certain 
loss of their lives, and that it was not till Chris- 
tianity became corrupted^ that its followers be'- 
came soldiers. ^^ 

" With respect to the opinions of the first 
Christian Writers after the Apostles, or of 
those who are usually called the Fathers of 
the Church, relative to War, I believe we 
shall find them alike for nearly three hun- 
dred years, if not for a longer period." 

We must now leave out the authorities, 
which the author has detailed at considera- 
-ble length, and barely give the names of the 
fathers and their opinions. 

Justin the martyr considered war unlcavful, 
and the devil the author of all War. 

Tatian speaks in the sarhe terms, on the 
same subject. 

Clemens of , Alexandria is also decisive 
against the. lawfulness of war. « 
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1 

TsRTYjLLiAN stro^glj coudemoed the prac- 
tice of bearing arnis. Among many quota- 
tions is the following : Shall he, who is not 
to revenge his own tormgs^ he instrumental 
in bringing others into chains^ imprisonment^ 
death ? 

Cyprian is quoted to much the same pur- 
pose. 

Lactantius says, ^' It can never be lawful 
for a righteous man to go to wan^ whose war^ 
fare is in righteousness it self ^^ 

" To these may be added Arcbelaus, Am- 
brose, Chrtsostom, 'Jerom, and Cyril, all 
of whom were of opinion that it was unlawful 
for Christians to go to war. 

With respect to the practice of the early 
Christians, which is the next point to be con- 
sidered, it may be observed, that there is no 
weir authenticated instance upon record of 
Christians entering into the army for nearly 
^he two first centuries ; but it is true, onrth« 
other hand, that they had declined the mili- 
tary profession, as one in which it was not 
lawful for them to engage." 

This is i^roved by four kinds of evidence. ' 

1. Historical facts. 

2. £;s:pressions of certain authors of those 
earhr ti^le8, who mads a distinction b^tweeii 
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soldiers and christians: the latter of whom 
were denominated " The Peaceable" 

3. The belief of the first christians, that 
the fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaiah and 
other prophets, concerning the M illenniiim 
had eilready commenced. 

** Irbn^us, who flourished about the year 
180, affirms that this famous Prophecy had 
been completed in his time ; ** for the 
Christians^" says he, " have changed their 
swords and their lances into instruments of 
peace, and they know not how to fight" Jus- 
TIN, the Martyr, who was contemporary 
with iRENiBus, asserts the same thing, which 
he could not have done, if the Christians in 
his time had engaged in war." 

To these may be added Tertullian and 
Theodoret. 

4. "The fourth and last species of evi- 
dence may be found in the assertions of Cel- 
8US, and in the reply of Orioen to that wri- 
ter. Celsus, who lived at the end of the 
second century, attacked the Christian Re- 
ligion. He made it one of his charges 
against the Christians, that they refused in 
his times to hear arms for the Emperor even in 
the case of necessity ^ and when their services^ 

3 
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would have been accepted. He told them far- 
ther , that if the rest of the Empire ttere of 
their opinion^ it would soon he overrun by the 
Barbarians. Now Celsus dared not have 
brought this charge against the Chris- 
tians, if the fact had not been publicly known. 
But4et us see whether it was denied by those, 
who were of opinion that his work deman- 
ded a reply. The person who wrote against 
him in favor of Christianity, was Origen, 
who lived in the third century. JBut Ori- 
OEN, in his answer, admits the facts as stated 
by Celsus^ that the Christians would not bear 
arms in his time, and justifies them for refus- 
ing the practice on the principle oftht unla»o^ 
fulness of war^ ' 

The author brings authorities to prove, 
that soldiers, immediately on conversion to 
Christianity, quitted the ihilitary service. 

Instances are left on record of christians 
perishing by the hand of the executioner, 
sooner than engage in war, — as the following: 

'< Maximilian having been brought before 
the tribunal^ in order to be enrolled as a sol- 
dier, Dion, the Fro-consul, asked him his 
name. Maxiihilian, turning to him« replied, 
'< Why wouldst thou know my aame 1 lam 
a christian^ and cannot fight,'*'* 



FRACTICE OP THE BARLY CHBtSTIANS. fil 

Then Dion ordered him to be enrolled ; 
and, when he was enrolled, it was recited out 
of the Rieigister, that he was five feet ten inch- 
res high. Immediately af):er this, Dion bade 
the officer mark him. But Maximilian re- 
fused to be marked, still asserting that he 
was a Christian ; upon which Dion instantly 
replied, "Bear arms, or thou shalt die." 

To this, Maximilian answered, ** I cannot 
fights if Idle ^ lam not a soldier of this worlds 
biit a soldier of God.*' Dion then said, " Who 
has persuaded thee to behave thus 1" Max- 
imilian answered, '* My 'own' mind, and he 
who called me." Dion thfen spoke to his fa- 
ther, and bade him persuade his son. But 
his father observed, that his son knew his 
own mind, and what it was best for him to do. 

After this had passed, Dion addressed 
Maximilian agaiii in these words, " Take thy 
arms, and receive the mark." " I can re* 
ceive," says Maximilian, " no such mark. I 
hAve already the mark of Chhst ;" upon 
which Dion said, " I will send thee quickly 
to thy Christ.** " Thou mayest do so," says 
Maximilictn; "but the glory will be mine." 

He 1/f^as afterwards led to the place of cx- 
«ctitieB; and put t9 death. 
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*' Marcell!t9 was a centurion in the Le^oft 
called Trajana. On a festival, given in hon- 
or of the birth day of Galerius, he threw down 
his military belt at the head of the Legion, 
and, in the fdce of the standards, declared 
with a loud voice, that he would no longer serve 
in the army ; for that he had become a chris^^ 
Han. ^^Itis not hmful^'* says he, "/or a 
christian^ who is the servant of Christ the 
Lord» to bear arms for any earthly consider a- 
tionJ^ .'After a delay of more than three 
months ia prison after this transaction, which 
delay was allowed for the purpose of sparing 
him, he was brought before the Prefect. 
There he had an opportunity of correcting 
his former expressions. But^as he persisted 
in the same sentiments, he suffered. It i| 
remarkable that, almost immediately after 
his execution, Cassian^ who was the notary 
to the same Legion, refused to serve any 
longer, by publicly throwing his pen and ac- 
compt-book on the ground, and declaring, at 
the same time, that the sentence of Marcel* 
lus was unjust. When taken up by the order 
of Aifrelianus Agricolanus, he is described 
by the record preserved by Ruinart, to have 
avowed the same sentiments as Marcellus ; and 

Uke him to have suffered death. 
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Let US BLOW fifid a case where a couverted 
soldier left the army, pleading the same prin- 
dple. 

Martin, of whom Sulpicius Severus says so 
much, had heien hred to the profession of arms, 
but on his conversion to Christianity, declined 
it. In the answer, which he gave to Julian 
the Apostate, for his conduct on this/ occasion^ 
we find him making use of these words, '* I 
am a christian^ and therefore I cannot fighV* 

Let us quote the instance of Tarachus, 
another military man and martyr, and let 
this serve for all. Tarachus underwent his 
examination at Tarsus, in Cilicia. Numeri- 
anus MaxipdUfi sat as the President on th6 
judgmentrs^at. " What is your name 1'* 
says Maximum '^lam called Tarachus 
(says the prisoner) by my father, but my mil- 
itary name is Victor." The President go«B 
on ; " And what is your- condition ?" The 
prisoner replies, " I have led a mi^tary life, 
and am a Roman. I was born at Claudio- 
polis, a city of Isauria, and, because 1 am a 
christian, I have abandoned my prafession of 
asoldiery Such was the answer usually 
given to the tribunals on such occasions. 

Having now shown what were the senti- 
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ments of the Fathers of the Christian Church, 
and what was the practice of those that be^ 
longed to it, for two centuries, on the subject 
of war, we come to the proof of the third hnd 
last proposition, namely, that as tike lamp of 
Chnstioniiy burnt bright, in these ear lif -times, 
so those who were illuminated by it, declined the 
military profession ; that, as its fame shone 
less clear, they had less objection to it ; and 
that it was not till Christianity became cor- 
rupted, that its followers became soldiers. Thus 
in the two first centuries, when Christianity 
was the purest, there are no christian soldiers 
upon record. In the third century, \^hen it 
became less pure, there is frequent mention 
of such soldiers. And in the fourth, when its, 
corruption Was fixed, christians entered gen- 
erally upon the profession of arms, with as 
little hesitation as they entered upon any 
other occupation of life. 

That there were no christilin soldiers, at 
any rate upon record, for the best part of two 
centuries, lias already been made apparent. 
And that Christianity also was pu;rest in these 
times, there can be no doubt." 

It must be allowed, that the case was itl- 
tered in th« third century. When Gbristiaai* 
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ity.was under the guidance of the apostles, 
and those who had conversed "with them, and 
were their immediate successors ; while it 
was a persecuted church ; while ** the lamp 
of Christianity burnt bright," Christians re- 
fused to commit murder, either public or 
private. But when the church began to en- 
joy peace and quiet, — when its revenues were 
enlarged, it began to be cori;upted, and 
worldly men sought the office of pastor that 
they might fleece the flock. Hereditary 
Christians, — ^the descendants of the trulj 
pious — ^being' unwilling to abandon, either 
their hope of salvation through Christ, or 
their love of worldly honors and ga^ns,490Hght 
to reconcile a love of God with a love of the 
world — ^to unite Christ with Belial. Thence 
arose a sect of " Christian Casuists," who 
taught that war, idolatry, sorcery, and many 
other heathen and anti-christian practices, 
were consistent with real Christianity. From 
these came fighting Christians f with their 
consecrated banners, — ** booted apostles," 
knights of the cross, with the image of acrun 
eified Savior in one hand, aad a sword in 
the other ; making converts to the religion 
•fthe Prince of Peace, by foxee ef arw. 
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Then, in diort, began that mixed medley of 
war, idolatry, and Christianity, which is, in 
some measure, yet exhibited in the Church 
of Rome. They must indeed have been dark 
-ages, when Moloch sat in the chair of St. Pe-« 
ter,— when the laity were forbidden to read 
the Bible, — ^when the cos^ack was worn over 
the coat of mail,— ^when priest and soldier 
were united in one person, and the house of 
Ood was converted into a den of thieves^ filled 
with images, priests, and soldiei's ; — ^when 
gangs of highway robbers had their cfaaplainif 
khd confessors, and a share of the booty paid 
the price of a pardon^ But we Protestants 
profess te^ be of the reformed religion. True, 
hi some things we are reformed ; but in others 
we are yet in as much darkness as pagan or 
papist. We have indeed! abandoned the prac* 
tice«of idolatry ; but we faaive retained th^ 
practice of war, which is- as much averse to 
Ghristiamty as the other. Yet we have idols 
in our heartQ if not in our churches, and while 
the capital of New-England, with what assist- 
ftnee it cactt: beg from other quarters— ;4S 
erecting, in her high places, ja vast altai* te^ 
Moloch, we have all the spirit of idolatry, k^ 
we have not the name. Oh f "if CfaristtMt 
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nations were nations of Christians,^* ther0 
would be no longer any war, nor mownueutii 

of war. 



NO. 7- 

<»N THE BESIGNATION OF A BRITISH OFFICER, 
FROM A CONVICTION, THAT THE PROFESSION 
OF A SOLDIER IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH 
CHRISTIANITV. 

It was tnj intention to follow up the sub* 
jeet of my last essay, viz* ** The doctrine and 
prfutice of the ancient Christians as they re^ 
late to war^^^ by opinions of later chnstianSs 
ptiilanthropists, and statesmen on the same 
custom ; hut, as two recent events have tak- 
en place in the British service, which are« 
in themselves, singular, and which tend to 
illustrate the same subject, I embraced, the 
present opportunity of making some remarki 
on one of them ; leaving the other for a fit** 
ture number. 

The first I shall notice is the rlBsignatioa of 
4 
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Gapt Thomas Thrush, of the navj^ on the 
^ound of the unlawfulness of war. 

I cannot do better, than to insert extracts 
from his own letter to the king, accompany- 
ing his resignation, which are as follows : 

" With much zeal and sincerity, I enter- 
ed into the Naval service of your Majesty's 
revered father, and swore allegiance to him. 
This allegiance is now, of course, due to your 
Majesty as his ^lawful successor. When I 
entered into this solemn oontra^t, I enter- 
tained no apprehension that I was acting in 
opposition to the principles of the Christian 
religion ; n9f did any apprehension of this 
kind ever li^ise in my mind during the time I 
was actively employed in the service of my 
Gount^ry. I^ay, so. far from suspecting that I 
was dep^rti^g , from Christian rectitude, it 
appeared to me almost certain, if I should 
lose my life in the service of mj king and 
country, that this would serve as a kind of 
passport to • the, favour anc^ acceptance of 
6pd!.. This opinion, , which has been fre- 
quently inculcated by ministers of the Gos- 
pel of Peace, as well as by Pagan writers,' 
it,.I believe, generally entertained by thoaei 
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whd think at all, when they enter the naval 
or i^ilitary profession. 

" Those, Sire, who live much in the world, 
ate imperceptibly led to think and act upon 
th« principles of those with whom they as- 
sociate. Though in the busy scenes of na-* 
▼al service, I never entertained an idea of 
my profession being irreconcilable with the 
religion of Christ ; yet> after passing . sever- 
al years in a retirem^t bordering on seclu- 
sion ; and after more closely inspecting the 
Christian precepts, find reviewing my past 
life, it appears to me,, that while I have been 
serving my king and my country, if not bril- 
liantly, yet faithfully, I have be^ii acting in 
open disobedience to the plain and positive 
commands of another and a superior Mas- 
ter — a Master' t^hose claims upoti my allegi- 
ance are prior, and paramount to those of 
your Majesty, or of any earthly sovereign* 

" When the first impressions, Sire, were 
formed in my mind concerning the unlawful- 
ness of Christians* enterijig into or remain- 
'ing in the military profession, I cannot ex- 
actly recollect. To my shame, I may, I be- 
lieve, say,; that I never thought i^riously on 
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the subject, till within the last four yeacr^. 
Whenever I heard feelings of disapprobation 
expressed concerning war, I was led to re* 
gard them, as Bishop Horselj did, as a spe- 
cies of puritanical cant ; so fully was J satis* 
fied that war, and consequently my profes- 
sions were perfectly consonant with the prer 
cepts of Christianity* About the time I have 
mentioned, owing to circumstances which I ^ 
need not state, I began to entertain doubts 
on this subject. These doubts gradually gain- . 
ed strength ; and early in the year 1828, 1 
came to the resolution to investigate the sub- 
ject more dlosely than I had hitherto done; 
and if, after such investigation, it should ap- 
pear to me that my piofessiop was irreconci*^ 
lable with the preceptsof Christ,! determin- 
ed to resign my naval rank and half-pay, al- 
though I placed a high value upon the for- 
mer, and the latter forms a large portion of 
a very limited income ; and I was thereby 
subjecting myself alone, to a very considera- 
ble change in my mode of hving, and this at 
^m advanced period of life, when its comforts 
. and conveniences are most wanted. 

** To take a step so highly important (o 
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me in many points of view, but particularly 
in a religious one, upon the first impression 
of my mind, would have been highly improp- 
er; for even the best informed persons fre- 
quently change their opinions, and see the 
same transaction in different points of view 
at different periods of time. From the very 
novel nature of the act I contemplatedj I 
thought it possible that this might happen to 
myself ; and that, in my ardour to do what 
I deemed aii act of religious duty, I might 
hastily take a step, of which I might hereaf- 
ter see just cause to repent, and when re-, 
pentance could not avail mev I was also 
aware, that ^hat I proposed doing, being so 
much at variance with established custom, 
might be attributed to vanity, or fm' afi^cta- 
tion of singularity^ — motives by which, as far 
as I know myself, I have never be^n greatly « 
influenced. A^^ded to these oonsiderationsi 
I felt much difficulty as to the manner in 
which I should withdraw myself from my 
profession. It appeared to me, (though it 
may savour of vanity thus to express myself,) 
that the measure I contemplated was one of 
very great importance, both in a political 
and religious p^int of view. 
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"Under these perplexing circumstances, 
I tame to the resolution to retain my half- 
pay three years longer, should my life be 
spared, and to dedicate that time to serious 
inquiry on a sul^ect constantly pressing up- 
on my mind. This delay I considered as 
likely to cure me of any false notions that ei- 
ther ignorance, fanaticism, or vanity might 
generate. It has, Sire, pleased the Divine 
Disposer of events, to grant me these years : 
and I hope they have not been passed un- 
profitably. After every inquiry and consid- 
eration . on one of the most important sub- 
jects that can occupy the human'n^ind, as far 
as my abilities and opportunities have ena- 
bled me, and after frequent and earnest 
prayer to that Being who alone has power 
over the minds of men, that I might do noth- 
ing dishonourable to Christiauity or injuri- 
ous to society, I have seen no reason to re- 
gret the resolution I then formed. Some may 
blame me, and with seeming justice, for ta- 
king so Itog a time for consideration, on 
what I now speak of as so very clear a point. 
I do not, however, regret this delay, as it has 
cdTeetnaHy convinced me th«t 1 have acted 
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not only from pure motives, but also oti cor- 
rect principles ; and I feeV the fullest confi- 
dence, that h shall never repent of the step 
that cfbnscience has dictated." 

At h time when the great enemy of man- 
kind seems to be making a strong effort to 
regain his' lost power-^wben every thing is 
done by the enemies of peace, to inflame a 
martial spirit— -when even the friends of 
Peace seem to have partaken of the general 
infatuation-^when military pomp and pa- 
rade, and adoration and worship of a milita- 
ry character, are the order of the day — 
while we are celebrating, by military fetes, 
addresses, and religious ceremonies — ^not on- 
ly our victories, but even our defeats — while 
these thi«ngs are transacting in this coaatry, 
it is gratifying to turn our eyes toward 
Great Britain, and to contemplate very dif- 
:ferent scenes. It seems as if christians, in 
that cbuntry, were returning to first princi- 
ples ;«» principles, by which the Church of 
Christ was governed, in the first ages of 
Christianity, when it was a persecuted and 
a pure Church-^" while the light of Chris- 
tianity biumt bright.'^ 
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It is true, ** one swallow does not mn^e a 
summer;" but this effect was-expected to be 
produced by the efforts of tHe friends of 
Peace ; and it is therefore a Irighly gratify- 
ing pledge of successful experiment. But 
this is not ail. It is certain, that a great 
ehange of opinion has taken place in £u. 
rope, concerning the lawfulness of war ; — a 
ehange, which is steadily and constantly ad* 
Tancing. r 

In this country, it must be acknowledged, 
many inauspicious circumstances have late* 
ly taken place. The celebration of battles, 
the erection of military trophies, and adora- 
tion of military characters, are certainly not 
to be reckoned among the harbingers of the 
Millennium^ But there is no reason for des- 
pair. These vibrations of public opinion are 
always to be expected. The friends of Peace 
have much to hope from a reaction. Though 
** the nation's guest" has almost universally 
been received with a display of military 
pomp, yet it is certain that the civil part of 
his character, has been a much greater ob* 
ject of "respect, with the thinking part ai 
commuiui;y, thm the miKtary* The Bunk- 
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er Hill Monument, it is true, obtrudes itself 
upon our notice with a most unwelcome as^ 
pect ; and this famous obelisk seems to be a 
return to Egyptian , darkness. But, on the 
other hand, it is to be observed, that a very 
small part of community have been concern- 
ed in this stigma of the age — and many of 
our most valuable citizens have disdained 
the cheap honour of enrolling their names 
in this temple of fame, (to be erected by a 
union of individual with national vanity,) 
whose refusal never appears before the pub- 
lic. Means of begging, too, have been re- 
ported to, which '* beggar description ;" and 
the aid of copvicts in the State prison is re- 
sorted to, to bring forward the capstone. In 
this last measure, there seems to be some 
sort of congruity. Many of the convicts were 
probably warriors by profession, taken pris- 
oners in the private war they have waged 
agsiinst community, and, in hel|»ng'to erect 
a monument of military glory, are only la* 
bouring in their Tocation. 

These things should put the friends of 
Peace on the alert* They must remembef 
that they have something to do— that they 
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are not to stand with their arms folded, and 
expect so great an event, as the peace of the 
worlds to take place without exertion. Satan 
will be busy, whether they are or not. God 
has committed the work into their hands, 
and it depends on them, whether the world 
fihall roll backward into ages of war, dark- 
ness, Vandalism, and slavery, or forward to 
peaee, knowledge, refinement and liberty. 



NO. a 

ON THE CONDEMNATION OF A BRITISH OFFI- 
CER, FOR HESITATING TO COMPLY WITH AN 
telDER BY WHICH HE WAS REQUIRED TO AS- 
SIST, AND PARTICIPATE IN THE CEREUO- 
NIES OF THE ROMISH CHURCH. 

In my last number, I gave a promise, that 
I would next take a similar, recent event in- 
to consideration. Extriicts of a review of 
the trial preceding the above mentiotied sen- 
tence, have already appeared in the Mirror, 
but unaccompanied by any remarks. Hav-- 
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ing obtaLned further information on this sub- 
ject, from other sources^ I think that the sin- 
gularity and notoriety of the case, require 
fiirther consideration. By singularity I do 
not mean, that it is any ways> singular, for a 
soldier to be obliged to put his conscience in- 
to the hands of his commanding officer — for 
this is always the cas^ ; — ^but it is singular 
that a soldier should think for himself, and 
dare to obey God, rather than man. 

It seems that Lieut. Dawson, of the Roy- 
al Artillery, was tried at Malta, by a court 
martial, and sentenced to be cashiered, and 
rendered *' incapable of serving his Majesty 
hereafter, in any military capacity whatev- 
er,*' for the above mentioned crime. An ap- 
peal was followed by a new trial, with the 
same result, except the latter part of the ifen- 
tence, relating to future incapacity. The 
president of this court martial was himself a 
catholic ; from which it would appear, that 
a soldier, if of any religion at all, is obliged 
to conform to the religion of his officer, 
when required so to do. Thus war, not on- 
ly subjects the pej^son of the warrior to a- 
state of vile and abject slavery, but the mind 
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and soul also, to a state of degradatios, 
which is not surpassed on a sugar plantar 
tion. 

Capt. Thrush, the British officer referred 
to in my last, who, like Marcellus, Martin, 
and Tarachus, military men, mentioned in a 
late number, resigned his commission, be- 
cause he found the profession of arms to be 
inconsistent with the practice of religion — 
or, to use his own words — ^that it is impossi- 
ble to '* be at the same time a faithful follow- 
er of Christ, and a warrior by profession." — 
In his letter to the King, accompanying bi# 
resignation, he says, 

** The moment a map sells himself to his 
sovereign ov to his country, for the purpose 
of human destruction, he loses c€uie (if I 
may be allowed the expression) as a Chris- 
tian. He forfeits that liberty, that freedom 
to think, to speak, and to act, on moral and 
religions principles, which, as a Christian, it 
is his privilege, as well as his duty, to main- 
tain. ' 

** If a subject may be permitted to make 
the remark, your Majesty appears to enter- 
tain opinions similar to these. In confirm* 
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ing the sentence of a Court Martial held on 
a foreign station on two officers for disobe* 
dience of orders, your Majesty most justly 
observes > that " tf religious principles were al- 
lowed to he urged 6y individual officers as a , 
plea for disobedience of orders, the discipline 
€^ the army ufould sustain an irtjury which 
might he dangerous to the state,^* Surely, 
Sire, this is equiralent to saying, that men 
who are imbued with religious principles, or 
Christians, are unfit for the military service. 
3f the justice of your Majesty's remark, or 
of the equity of the sentence of the court, no 
one conversant in military discipline, can en- 
tertain a doubt. Thinking men, who- be- 
lieve that their professional duty interferes 
with their duty to God, ought not to halt be- 
tween jVo opinions." 

Thus, then, it seems that military men, 
from the king, who is supreme head of the 
church and the army, (a rare contradiction,) 
down to the lowest subaltern, one and all, 
agree with the friends of peace, in consider- 
ing the profession of arms, as inconsistent 
and at variance with the practice of religion. 

Yet they call us fanatics, for asserting the 
5 • 
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same opinions,* which they universally and 
openly proclaim : or rather, they call us fan- 
atics, |iecause we do not halt between two 
opinions, but say, if the Lord is God^ serve 
Mm ; hut ifMohch, then follow him. 

What then, you say, has there never been 
a Christian and a warrior united i^ one per- 
son ? I grant there has been — and so, ma- 
ny a Christian has beeii a persecutor, a slave 
dealer, and a slave owner ; but this does not 
prove, that war, persecution, and slavery, 
are consistent with the Christian religion. 
But this proposition I hold to be self-evident 
-^that a person^ who believes y thctt thepracti^ 
oes of war and slavery are inconsistent with 
the Christian religion, and yet continues these 
practices^ can have no rational hope of ndva' 
tion^ founded on that religion. 

It is a custom in Europe, and I believe in 
this country, to have a '* dress parade on the 
Sabbath, at which the soldiers and officers 
appear in their best clothes, and go through 
their evdations with more music than usual, 
and with great crowds of people, of all 
ranks, ages, and sexes, to witness " the pomp 
and circumstance of glorious war." The 
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borfie guards used to parade ^ in the same 
manner bn the Sabbath, in London. I am 
sorry to add, that I have been a spectator of 
these parades ; but as I never saw them in 
the royal parks, near London, nor in this 
country, I can only say what I have heard 
from others — as I would always be cautious 
in stating facts. In time of .war, there is a 
plea of necessity^ " the Devil's plea,*' for 
marching, counter-marching, attacking and 
defending. But, in time of peace, and when 
no enemy is near, this Sunday " dress pa- 
rade," must be considered as a wanton vio- 
lation of the Sabbath, and a breach of the 
laws, both of God and man. Yet without 
doubt, should any soldier, from conscientious 
motives, neglect to appear at his station, on 
beat of drum, if a commissioned officer, Vie, 
would be cashiered and disgraced : and if & 
warrant officer, or private, he would be 
brought to the halberts, and flogged from 
one to five hundred lashes. How a Chris* 
Han soldier can reconcile this violation of 
the Sabbath, with his duty to God, I am at ^ 
loss to conceive. But, if he can reconcile to 
his conscience the breach of almost all the 
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Other commands of God, such as — ^tbou shalt 
not 8teal*-thou shalt not he — thou shalt not 
covet — ^thou shalt jiot kill-r-thou shalt 'lovfi 
thy neighbour as- thyself — do good unto aU 
men — ^whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them — resist not 
evil — ^return not evil for evil, &c. &c. — ^I 
say, if they can reconcile all these c(^mmand8 
with the profession of arms, the breach of the 
Sabbath will be no obstacle to them* 



NO. 9. 

0N THE OPINIONS OF GREAT MEN AMONG THE 
HEATHEN ON THE SUBJECT OF WAR. 

It is a remarkable fact, that prior to the 
christian era, there was scarcely an individ- 
ual, among the prominent charactersof an- 
eient history, who condemned the practice 
of war. Numa Pompilius— *' who may be 
justly denominated one of the founders of the 
Ro^an greatness," — ^was almost the only 
ruler of antiquity, who decidedly opposed war. 
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Xenophon, who commanded the retreat of 
the 10,000, and Plutarch, the biographer, al- 
lowed that war was not to be undertaken lor 
trivial causes ; — remarkable instances of 
moderation, in ages, when military glory 
was the only object of ambition, and murder, 
havoc and desolation the only path to fame, 
excepting, perhaps, the celebration of such 
crimes, by the beauties of language aild the 
charms of poetry. 

After the advent of our blessed Saviour, 
a change t,ook place in the opinions of man- 
kind respecting war, especially among his 
professed followers ; who, (as I have shown 
in a former number) considered the practice 
of war to be incompatible with the christi&n 
religion ;^so that, foi* about the three first 
centuries of the christian era, no christian 
was found in the profession of arms,' send ma- 
ny suffered martyrdom, rather than stain 
their hands with the blood of their fellow 
creatui:es. 

Seneca, the Roman moralist, lived in the 
reign of the bloody Nero, the cruel persecu- 
tor of the. christians — ^was his tutor, end Wfts 

put to death by his orders, A. I>^ 65. Ff om 
5* ( 
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the preacliing of Paul at Rome and the pub^ 
Jic execution of the christians, it is not im- 
probable, that Seneca was acquainted with 
their principles, and that the light of the 
gospel, thus reflected, had an effect on his 
mind. Y^t he appears to be the only hea- 
then author who has condemned the moral 
eyils attendant on war ^ — so true it is, that 
war is a pagan custom, and can only be up- 
held on heathenish principles. 

Seneca thus writes in one of his epistles : 

'* We punish murders and massacres com- 
mitted among private persons ; what do we 
respecting wars, and the glorious crime of 
murdering whole nations ? — ^Here avarice 
and cruelty knows no bounds. Barbarities 
are authorized by decrees of the Senate and 
the votes of the people ; and enormities, for- 
bidden in private persons, are ordered and 
sanctioned by public legislatures.'* 

'' Things, which, if men had done ihem 
in their private capacity, they would have 
paid for with their lives— ^the very same 
things we extol to the skies, when they do 
them in their war accoutrements." 

'* Another question arises : How are we.te 



I ^ 



OPIItlONS OF, GREAT M£N ON WAK. OO 

behave toward our fellow creatures ? How 
must we ansWssr for it? What rules shall we 
lay down ? Shall we say that we ought to 
spare the effusion of human blood? How 
small a matter is it, not to hurt him, whom 
we are bound by every obligation to do all 
the good to in our power ! A prodigious mer- 
it indeed, if a man is mild and gentle to his 
fellow man ! — We are all limbs of one great 
body. Nature produced us all as relations 
one to another. 'She inspired us with mutu- 
al love, and made us social. According to 
her laws, it is « .more wretched thing to do 
an injury than, to suffer death/' 

'< What can one call it but madness, to car- 
ry mischief about us wherever we go ; to fall 
violently upon. people of whom we know 
nothing; to destr<^ every thing that comes 
in our way, and, Uke.so many wild beasts, 
to murder men we have no sort of dislike 
to!" . - 

How much nearer to the spirit of the gos- 
pel 4>f peace, are these sentiments ezpres^d 
by.a heathen, than those we hear from the 
great men of the .worlds who have been idoV 
ized in prop^rtioivto the mcurders. they h^ve 
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Qoitiniitted ! How many christian moralists, 
and christian ministers too, does this heathen 
sage pat to the blush ! * 

Since ihe above appeared in the Mirror» 
the following quotations have fallen in mj 
way: 

** It is far better, nay, more useful, to con* 
qaer enemies byTirtuous acts and by justice, 
than to subdue them by arms. For in the 
one case, they submit, because they are com* 
pelled by necessity, in the other, of their 
own accord. The latter kind of victory re-, 
calls the ill-disposed to their duty with great 
loss : but the former brings back the disaf- 
fected into tha right way, without detrimentr 
Besides, where the business is managed by 
arms, the principal part of the victory is the 
work of th« soldier ; but where justice is the 
medium, the whole glory belongs to the rul- 
ers. , (Pofybius.) 

*^ There are two kinds o^ contention ; the 
one by argument, the other by violence ; the 
one belongs to man, the other properly to 
the brutes. (CficeroJ) 

** When a certain man was praising the 
aajring of Cloemenes, who being asked, 
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\v^hs(t was the duty of a good' king, answered » 
To do good to his friends, and evil to his en- 
emies: How much mor^ correct, says Soc- 
rates, would it be, To do good to his friends, 
and to make friends of his enemies ! 

•^Pythagoras observes, that men should live 
together in such a state of mind, that in- 
stead of making enemies of their friendS|/ 
they should make friends of their enemies. 

** When the Cumanians had delivered up 
to Pittacus a man in bonds by whom his son 
had been slajn, he dismissed the man un- 
punished, with this remai'k: Forgiveness 
is better than revenge : for that belongs to a 
benevolent nature ; this to a savage. 

'^ Musonius the philosopher uttered a sim- 
ilar sentiment. *' Itis the part of a wild beast, 
said he, not of man, to seek how bite may be 
returned for bite, and evil for evil." 



f - 
NO. 10. 

SENTIMENTS OF THE CHRISTIAN FATHERS RE- 
SPECTING WAR. 

I have already given the opinions of some 
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of the fathers of the church, on war, when I 
noticed the doctrines and practice of the earl^ 
Christians, I do not wish to repeat any of the 
quotations I have already laid before the pub- 
lic, but shall briefly add others, that were thea* 
omitted. 

Justin^ TaKoR, Terftfl/tan, and Lactantius 
I have already quoted. 

Clemens Alexandrinus^ A. D.n206, observes, 
that in his time. Christians were so far from 
wars, that they had no marks or signs of vio- 
lence amon^ them : *^ Neither sword nor bow 
to them that follow peace.'* 

Origin^ A. D. 254, on Luke xxii, 36, thus 
remarks: *' If any. one, looking to th^letter^ 
and net understanding the spirit, of the words, 
shall sell his bodily garment and buy a sword, 
taking the words of Christ contrary to his 
will, he shall perish." 

Cyprian^ A. D. 258, in his epistle to Dona- 
tus, says : *' Suppose thyself with me, on the 
top of some very exalted eminence, and from 
thence look dpwn upon the appearances of 
things beneath thee. The things thou wih 
principally observe will be the highways be^ 
set with robbers ; the seas with {Hrates ; en* 
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9ampiiieiit% marches, and all the terrible 
forms of war and bloodshed. When a single 
murder is cominitted, it shall be deemed, 
perhaps, a crime ; but that crim^ shall be- 
come a virtue, when committed under the 
shelter of public opinion, so that punishment 
is not rated at the measure of guilt, but the 
more enormous the size ofthe wickedness is, 
so tnuch greater is the chance of impunity.'- 

Ambrose^ A. D. 393, on Luke xxii, 36, sajs, 
'* O Lord, why commandest thou me to buy 
a sword, who forbiddestme to smite with it ? 
Why commandest thou me to have it, whom 
thou prohibitest to draw it 1 Unless perhaps 
a defence be prepared, not a necessary re- 
venge, and that I may seem to have beei^ able 
to revenge, but that I would not. For the 
law forbids me to smite again, and th<^refore, 
perhaps, he said to Peter, who offered two 
swords, *< It is enough," as if it had bden law- 
ful until the Gospel times; that in the law 
there might be a leaning of e^pity, but in the 
Gospel a perfection of goodness." 

Isidore, A. D. 430, says, *' The great Kin^ 
of Heaven came down from above, to deliver 
to t^e world the laws of a heavenly conver- 



^ 
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aation ; which he has proposed in a way of 
conflict and striiring quite contrary to that of 
the Olympic games. There, he that fights, 
and gets the better, receives the crown ; here, 
he that is sti'icken, and bears it meekly, has 
the honor and applause ; there, he that re- 
turns blow for blow ; here, he that turns the 
dther cheek, is celebrated in the theatre of 
angels ; for the victory is measured, not by 
a wise and generous patience. This is the 
new law of crowns ; this is the new way of 
conflicts and contentions." 

To these might be added the names of St. 
Augustine, Archelaus, Jerome, Cyril, and 
indeed, as far ds I know, of all the fathers, 
who flourished before the corruption of the 
church and the declension of vital piety. 

As I have already descanted at 'large oh 
the principles and practice of the early Chris- 
tians as they relate to war, it is unnecessary 
further to* pursue this topic. But I would, 
once more, eai^estly recommend to profess- 
ing Christians, seriously and prayerfully to 
consider, how they shall answer to the bar of 
God their dereliction of those principles, 
which were taught by Christ and his apostles, 
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both by. precept Imd example, and als^ by 
their immediate foliowers : and whether the 
erejudieesof a iuihy education, and the ex* 
aiapleof^'wickedirorld, trill exculpate them, 
or extenuate their errors in practice, or neg- 
lect of duty. 



NO. IL 

THE MILITIA SYSTEM. 

There are some subjects which are eon** 
nected in my mind with 90 many IttdBcrouft 
associations, that it is almost impossiMe for 
me to treat of them, without approaching to 
levity. HojweTer impoitaftt our sage legisla- 
tors may think oar militia sy^tanto b«; it al" 
ways haS) in my view, a ridiculous appear- 
ance. To see young and old^ at a time of 
prolbund peace, almost universal through 
tlie ehnstian woiidi'bari^shing^e&'h&Iiii>et«) 
buttoning en their spatter-dai^s, an^ swinge- 
ing tb%ir knapsacks^ just as though they h^aard 

Hie war-whoop, and ejtpected the Indians 
6 
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down upon them in a twinkling, putt a aeri* 
OQ8 mind on asking, what all this fuss and 
parade is for* Cui bono<-*what is the use of it? 
It is hard to get the true answer to this 
questiom The legislator,, who supports the 
militia law, will tell you, that it is to be pre- 
pared for war. But I tell yon it is no sucl/ 
thing ; and I can demonstrate it instantly.— 
Divestt the militia of all those accompani- 
ments which are so fascinating to the young 
and vain : — ^take away all the music except 

«— *'' The fife and drum, 
Which make the soldier's stomach oome ;"-> 

take away the uniforms, the gold and silver 
lace, the feathers and the epaulets-^the fair 
spectators wiU^o of coarse ;— take away 'the 
"pomp and circumstance of glorious war/' 
which tfaas display is intended to mimic ;«— * 
and then take away the ^e^— reduce the 
whole system to a plain, soherj eold-'water, 
drilling piece of business, and— though it 
vrould be infinitely more serviceable, so far 
as mi&tiBiry tactics . lire concemedt — ^there is 
no doubt, k would be considered as the most 
oppresfuve and needless burden, that the most 
tyrannieal government ever saddled an obe- 
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dient people witb. I should liPe to see the 
B^an, whQ would deny the truth of this prop* 
oaittoii ; — ^but still more, I should like to sef 
&e ezperimeBt fairly tried* It was tried oa 
a small scale, ia New-Hampshire, about thir* 
ty^five years ago* That State then labored 
under the delirium of a militia fever. The 
exempts were enrolled into what was .called 
the <* Alarm-iist.*' The aged, the halt, and 
the purblind turned out, shouldered their riis^ 
ty muskets, and took their ranks. 

The boys too caught the feyer from the 
aged, ' and I flourished, with my wooden 
sword, as, a Lieutenant of a company of 
what might have been literally called UgH 
Jh/ant-ry. But on getting possession of §n 
old, rusty hanger, which had served in as 
many capacities as Hudibras's, I was eleva* 
ted to the captaincy ; as being a lad of the 
most me^a^of them all: a qualification, which 
has generally had its weight in militia elec?- 
tions. The exempts had no uniform or epau- 
Iet8,^of course, no fair spectators. So the 
alarm list was called -out but once, when the 
eomn^^ions were published with a profuse 
libation of punch, and there ended the alarm 
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Jtst; but the eommissions remained. The boys 
still followed the example of their grandfath- 
ers, and disbanded their forces* theagh we 
had the advantage of theth in ouv nnisic, as 
we had willow whistles, tin kettka, bird calla, 
and pumpkin stalk trumpets,'*-Ha pfetty de- 
cent band^-— while I do not remeaifotsr that 
die old folki had even a drum and life, while 
the old state '* qae^n's arms^-^-as they were 
called, I believe, from having been preslstited 
to the insurgent colonies in the name of the 
queen of France, — ^while these old. muskets 
were becoming pfivate property, by posses* 
sioB, — we bey* found our wopden guns very 
serviceable in the gj^me of bat and ball, and 
thas, if we did not turn the sword into the 
ploughshare! we changed a mock tragedy 
into a real comedy. Our militia titles were, 
however, more evanescent than thtjse of our 
grandsires ; but mine, unfortunately, has 
stuck to me to the present day, like the '* old 
Man of the mountain," in spite of all my en- 
deavors to get rid ^f it. 

I do not knowjiow much my eatly promo- 
tion in the militia line might hav^e^piified up 
mj vanity, and made me a son of Mars, in^ 

P 
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jitead of an apestle of peace^ had it not been 
for an impression, of a contrary tendency, 
which was made on my mind, soon af^er my 
promotion. I was sent ,on an errand — ^to 
borrow {^darning needle and a pinch ofsnulF 
for Ma'am Crcighton, my old school-mistress, 
to the cottage of old Granny Hall, who kept 
a sort of nursery for unfortunate children, 
whose parents wereasHamed of them, whom 
she boarded at the low stipend of a shilling a 
week. The old lady kept the children as neat 
and clean as circumstances would allow. — 
But, as their parents often forgot them, the 
hoys would outgrow their clothes, so that 
their legs and arms would protrude far out 
of their envelopes, like the leg bones of an 
over4)oned chicken ; and the elothes of the 
lUtle girls were in no better plight. But 
tnere is no station so low, in which the pride 
and vanity natural to ike human heart may 
not be exhibited. These little creatures, sel- 
dom going out of doors, or seeing any body 
but one another, thought themselves mighty 
fine. 'Oh this Occasion one of the little girls^ 
in a frock of many colors, which would re- 
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mind one of Otway^s description of tlie 
witch's cloak, and which would have puz- 
zled Martinus Scriblerus himself, assisted 
with Lockers chapter on identities and direr- 
sittes, to determine whether it was ^e same 
identical, blue, cotton frock which hernnoth- 
ni gare her,-^ran up to me, and pointings 
with her tiny finger, at a piece of new yellow 
baize, — of ^ sha^^ not to be found in Euclid, 
— ^wMch was sewed on to her waist,— ex- 
claimed — '* Ah, see my new patch !. see my 
new patch 1" I cannot tell, whether the as- 
Sociation arises from the similarity of color* 
but I never see a new-made officer, strutting 
under his gold epaulette, but I think I hear 
him exclaim, with Granny Hall's bantliji^» 
" 8ee my new patch! see my new patch /" 

It appears to me evident, that jfche cause of 
our militia system, is the delist oif certain 
ambitious and leading characters in military 
foppery and personal display, Beside this, 
there was once, a great ambition of military 
titles, and that pride may now inflate a weak 
or vain mipd ; but the man must at present 
be below par, whom a militarj title will dig- 
Mfy. These ajmbitious characters^ who take 
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t&b lead in mijitia matters, hare, hcMrever^aja 
influence, at least, from their activity^ if not 
from their talents; as small bodiesiMoying with 
great ? elocity often have a greater momentum 
than large masses moving bat slewfy ; anda. 
one lb. ball fired offwith a charge of* seal Xk^ 
ponty" has a grater effect than a stona of an 
hundred pounds weight thrown by an amcient 
catapult. These induce others, by the sJ|^>v-« 
parade, m^sie, — the hope of piieferment, and 
especially the rtiia, to be marched, counter* 
marched, and wheeled right and left to mu- 
sic, like a contra dance ;— and so a frolic is 
madeof it— the grog goes cheerily rounds- 
some stay and dance with the fieur spectators 
till day-light, in some neighboring bam floor 
•—ethers reel home-~and a majority of men 
cmd ofBicers find themstelves very thirsty be- 
fi^re morning ; and grave professors of reli- 
pitm sanction the system from motives of 
potruOiim and mitianal dffenc^^ forgettinf 
thiit <' righiiousn€9i^ 9zalteth a nation, bur sin 
is a reproach to mj PfM^jd^.'* 

During the revi«ws» last faXU I l^^N^ one 
mffii^ to awtl^rt ** WeUi aeigbbQf, wtot 
^y^ se« s|t Ilia ' revievr M £r«epeiW'«^ 
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inj 1^ The answer was in a very ludicrooi^ 
ityleaad manner to tkis effect ?''< See j-^- 
^rliy I saw half an acre of gcdisy (girls.) — 
Neighbor B. did pretty well, I guess : he got 
Hiiie dollars before eleven o'clock, beside a 
watefa, pawned for two dollars ; all for rum." 
Now I appeal to the moralist, the christian, 
the statesman, and in fact, to every man of 
common sense, to say, if there is any good 
in the nftiUtia system, which wiU counterbal- 
ance abominations like this. 



NO. 12. 

SAME SUBJECT CONTINUfEO. 



.«t 



The evil tendency and utter imitility of th^ 
M^itia System Jbeing pretty gienen^ty ac^j 
knowledged by those who think at all on the 
8ttbje^t» the only question to be agitated a^-^ 
^mong the friends of good order, is. How may 
it most readily be disposed of ! * ' 

Some, for wbose judgment I have a- greaf 
rtipett, tldnk it best to press the matter ii 
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tbe Legiftlature. I must confess, tfattt 1 (aum 
not of that opnion. Many, if not most, of 
the members df the Legislatuire hoMaifiilita- 
ty commisskm ; and they^ at lea«t, think h 
adds much to theirs rank and standing* in m^ 
ciety ; and it is not to be expected, that, 
though servants of the people, they' will obey 
the Toice of their constitaents, against their 
own inclinations, and contrary to what tkt^ 
think to he their own rank and dignity, nfitB 
it is expressed in a more decided manner, 
than it has ever yet been. Sach a sacnfixse of 
personal importance and selfish ambition, to 
the public good, is not to be expected* firom 
the generality of mankind. I have no doubt, 
that a majority of the people are nt>w bppos- 
ed to the militia system, as at present practis- 
ed ; but the misfortune is, that the supporters 
of the system have their own personal ends 
to answer, while their opponents have sd 
other motive than the public good ; .and how 
weak the latter is, when opposed to thie other, 
every one may knew, by consulting his own 
heart. 

The proper course, therefore, appeafsto 
be that of calling on those wha are already 
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convineed on this subject, to b« m(^t^ ready, 
than thej have been, to give their testimony 
against the practice, if it is necessafry, even 
at the polb^ and t» vote for tbosa men, of 
whatever party* who are in favor of abolish- 
ing a useless, oppressive, and demoraUziog^ 
system. Especially i& it incumbent on min-. 
istersof the gospel to hft up their voices a- 
gainst ^ery thing, wlucb eneourages intem- 
perance and profligacy. I must acknowl- * 
edge, that those, who are chaplains of regi- 
vients, have a difficult part to act v but their 
influence increases With their responsibility ; 
and they ought to obey God rather than man. 
They ought to insist on it,, that intemperance 
diould be banished from the field, or banish 
themselves* But while they ride round, and 
witness the dealing out of the intoxicating 
draught, freely, to all the privates^ and the 
public sale of spirituoua liquors, by unlicensed 
venders, in the very face and eyes of the laws, 
and of the very legiriaters who enact those 
lawe, theic attendance not only sanctions the 
tins committed' when present, but also those 
which succeed in thdr absence. 
WhereTer a chaplain turns his ^es, on the 
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field of a military review, he seeti nothing an- 
alogous to his' sacred fimctions ;Mi)iit every 
thing of a contrary tendency. He may n«- 
' tice, on the capof someof ottr^ompanie9,tlie 
inscription, "Victory or death," intimating, 
like the death's head and cross faoneii on the 
pirate's black flag, that quarter ii' not to ba 
ask^ nor granted. Merciful Savior, who 
didst shed thy Mood for thine enemies^ what 
a inotto for one of thy disciples to wear ! 

I Buspect, that the attendance of the elargy 
on these scenes of dissipation, has been ow- 
ing to the prejudices of education and the 
want of reflection. But the world is growing 
wiser, and I hope soon to see the militia sys- 
tem , and all its abominations, abandoned by 
the clergy, and it cannot continue long after. 

At present, there is no other remedy for 
the evil, than holding up its naked deformity 
to the public view, and inducing the friends 
of sobriety and good order, to be constant 
and^streauons in their opposition, and in en- 
Jightening others who are blinded by early 
prejudices ; and soon the voice of the people 
will be heard in such away^ as to be no ten- 
gar disregarded by their servants. 
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. Pu^ 9jGteif all, emrjf thing r^lfttiag to srar 
is dire^^ hostile tathe spirit and precepts of 
^ g^^ppl 0^ peap^ A pious man makes Imt 
%4iQ0f e^l^^r j; and those wlio are fartbeat 
rei99MOW€^d frofn.tnety* make the best. That 
Wilp t^ 0|ttaio9^of Napoleon Bonaparte, who 
9imDtihe allewed to have been a good judge. 
in 9)iQh matfera. H^ saw: the absolute incon- 
sistency of' war with the Christian rdigion* 
He says of his army, ^* I would not suffer 
fH^ifis thefev for I da aot like a religious sol- 
dier." Boni^pwte's sold>«rs were the most 
fi^to|riioii%of any in the world, and certainly 
they were the most wiokied. He agrees with 
tihe opjinion I e^iures^d in n^y first series ; 
Tilt. the. greater. the cu<} throat, the better the 
aoidier. He saya of hia generak* " Massena, 
Angeirewi* Bf aoa» and many others, were 
ilierely U^,f^^^iiR^^adfft& ;^ end he boasted, 
|h# with sueh soldiers, had Gsod per^paitted, 
hfi would h^ve cpoquered the world. 

9^ae thiogs being so, it grieYeamtf to tha 
heart, to aee ministt^s of the gospel of peaoe 
giving tibear cmmtenance and support tocas^ 
toms andeQuteois, which, aire directly oontfar 
ry to the piimii^da thay proflasaaai preaclN 
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Thifl caa only be owing to early prejadices« 
and want of reflection ; and I dp hope and 
pray, tkat they may be directed into lihe right 
way — ^thsU they may seek the truths and that 
the truth may make them free* 
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OPINIONS OF MANKIND DURING THE DARK A6SS, 
AS THEY RESPECTED WAR. 

¥he Opinions of mankind^ during the dark 
ages, as was to be expected, were universal- 
ly in favor of war : for war is the roffspring 
of ignorance, and reproduees its kind. Pope 
Leo IX. established an army of the Church, 
about the middle of the eleventh century, 
and thus the visible church Qf Christ on earth, 
was espoused to Molqch, and the abomina- 
tion, which maketh desolate, stood in the 
place of the holy. From such an unnatural 
union nothing but monsters was to be expect^ 
ed ; and religious wars were the issue. The 

dove was turned into a vulture ; the lamb 

7 
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into a lion ; and manj successive armies of 
Christians sacrificed their liveS) to obtain the 
sepulchre of Him, who taught them to feed 
their enemies, when they irete an hungered, 
to clothe them, when they were naked, to 
pray for them at all times, and to return 
good for evil, and who set them the example 
of laying down his own life for his persecu- 
tors. At this dktance of time, we look back 
with astonishment on the crusaders, waging 
war on the infidels, for the possession of an 
empty grave; and after an e<|ual lapse of 
time, men will look back on our times, with 
equal astonishment, that christians should 
fight with and murder each other for an emp- 
ty bubble. 

There is more of the spirit of .the crusa* 
ders among us, than we are wilting to allow, 
^nd we still imf^ously talk of an '* appeal to 
Heaven/' when we speak of war; and 
though we do net search for the miraculous 
^ear^ or the inu cross, we have, on eaeh 
$ider our chaplains, to bless our standards^ 
and pray ftir our ■uccesf in defiicing God's 
image in our feUo w i^reatures. We have our 
fcMtQQ, on commenciiig a wilTi as the judi* 
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cial combatants had befpre their dudsi; and 
endeavor to snatch the sword of justice from 
the hand of Him, who has said, "Vengeance 
is mine" — attempt to be judge, jury, and ex- 
ecutioner in our own cause* and te pres$ the 
Almighty himself into our serrice, tbou^ 
experience has shown us, that the wrong 
side-if ever one side is more wrong than the 
other,^9 generally sucoessfUl ; and though 
both sides are punished, the most guilty gen- 
erally suffers less than the other. We can 
aee, easily enough, the foUy and wickednestr 
of the ancient judicial combats and modern 
duel&, while we seem to be blind to the same 
folly and wickedness e^ibited in national 
combats, — ^which, indeed, are the most crim- 
inal of the two, inasmuch as duellists settle 
their own quarrels ; while those, who are 
most efficient in making wars, fatten on the 
blood of othei*s, who have no interest in the 
quarrel. .- * 

But as light shone out of darkness, and 
th6 reformation commenced, wars became 
less frequent and less ferocious ; s^nd as the 
light continues to increase, We have reason 
to hope, that the shadows will flee away, and 
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then it will be evident, to christians of erejy 
sect and denomination, that their religion is 
a religion of peace and good will, and totat- 
I7 opposed to war. 

I have heard this objection made against 
peace societies, that they are useless, because 
when the Christian religion s^all extend 
over the whole world, wars wil^ cease, and 
not before^ This is futile, — ^for many real 
christians are now as much in favor of war, 
as the benevolent John Newton was in fik- 
vor of the slave trade, after his conversion. 
No man is made perfect on earth; and I 
have no doubt, there were real christians en- 
gaged in our last war with Great Britain, on 
both sides. But there is reason to hope, that 
they may see cause to change their opinion, 
as Newton changed his, — ^though I doubt, 
whether, he would ever have altered his opin- 
ion, until he got to Heaven, had it not beeik 
for abolition societies. 
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NO- 14. 

« 

£x:^PLIFICATION OF THE PACIFIC I^IRIT 

AMONG THE » Savages of Africa. 

On reading the African Repositorjr, I 
was struck witk some facts therein relatedy 
which tend still further to convince n^ that 
wars may be avoided in the worst of circum- 
stances. If a nation adopting the pacific 
principle remans safe and unmolested among 
hordes of barbarians, why may not a pacific 
nation remain safe among Christians 1 Is 
there any thing in the Christian religion that 
renders its professors more ferocious than 
Mahometans and Pagans ? 

The facts to wiiich I refer are briefly these 
-—Major Gray commanded an exploring 
party sent l^ the British government into 
the interior of Africa. He found the nations 
and hordes generally living in walled towns 
or villages, of which the following is a speci- 
men. Boolibang, the capital of Bondoo, '^ is 
surrounded by a strong clay wall tip feet 
high and eighteen inches thick :' this is pier- 
ced with loop-boles ; and is l6 constructed^ 
7» 
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that at short intervals, projecting angles are 
thrown out, which enable the besieged to de- 
fend the front of the wall bj a Hanking fire ; 
and it answers all the pivposes of defence, 
where nothing but small arms is made use 
of. The gates and some of the intermediate 
parts of the wall, are surmounted by small 
embc^led turrets, nine or ten feet square : 
those are likewise pierced with loop-holes." 
But Boolibang, though the strongest town 
tfaej had seen, was partly destroyed by the 
Kaartan army in 1817. Of Madina» anoth- 
er walled town, he says : '* Outside of the 
walls, is a strong stake or palisade fence, 
which gave to the place the appearance of a 
large fortified redoubt." 

Notwithstanding all these precautions, 
these fortified towns were often desolated by 
a spirit of war and slavery. '* At a small dis- 
tance from Boolibang, Major Gray saw the 
ruins of a town which had been destroyed by 
the Kaartan army; and the sanguinary na- 
ture of the contest was but too evident from 
the thickly strewed and whitened bones of 
, the slain, whose bodies had been left on the 
spot to be devoured by the birds and bsastis 
ef prey." 
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But even in the darkness of Afiica, some 
bright spots were seen ; and the angel of 
peace — as if indignant at the neglect with 
whiph he had been treated by white men 
and Christians — seems to have taken up his 
abode with black men and Mahometans, and 
to have established a colony under the ban- 
ner of the crescent, amid pagans and barba- 
rians, although he has never done it among 
enlightened and civilized Christians. 

Major Gray says : ^^ At a small distance to 
the south, lay a large Bushreen town, call- 
ed Barra Cuuda, which might contain from 
one thousand to one thousand five hundred 
inhabitants, and was surrounded by a slight 
stake fence, interwoven with thorny bushes, 
which is the onfy defence the followers of Ma- 
homet in this country adopt. This arises 
from their not engaging in tear, and never 
meeting with any other attack from an inva- 
ding army than on their provisions, with 
which they are in general abundantly suppli- 
ed." 

Thus we see, that while Boolibang and 
Madina, and other fortified towns, with all 
tb^ir walU^ towers, battlements, and palish 
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ades, tfr^ sacked and plundered, Barra Cun- 
da, defended only by pacific principles, and ^ 
a " slight stake fence," as the " only de- 
fence," enjoys peace and plenty, amid the 
honors of war, though sourrounded by fero- 
cious man-stealers an4 murderers. 

If we look abroad among the nations of 
the world, where shall we find a nation adopt- 
ing the pacific principles of the Prince of 
Peace ? Shall we look among his professed ^ 
followers ? Alas ! no. It is to the Mahom- 
etans of Africa, and the Pagans of Asia, (th^ 
inhabitants of the Loo Choo islands) that 
we are obhged to look for an example of a 
whole nation or province, adopting the pre- 
cepts of Him, whom we^ll (mr Master, and 
the teacher sent from God. Instead of send- 
ing missionaries to the heathen, we seem to 
have need that the disciples of the bloody 
Mahomet and Confiiciu^ should send mis- 
sionaries to us, to teach us the first elements 
of the Gospel of peace, which they practise 
more than we do. I would by no means dis- 
courage missionary labours; but I cannot 
help thinking that the discrepancy which the 
'heathen observe between the practice of 
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Christians and the precepts of Christ,, is a 
great bar to their conversion. W« go to the 
heathen with the Bible in one hand and the 
sword ip the other. A man in a black coat, 
preaches peace in the same ranks with a 
man in a red coat, who is waging war. 
- It is curious to observe how the train of a 
man's reflections is directed by^ his occupa- 
tion. The expedition passed the ruins of 
what had been a beautifol walled town, situ- 
ated in a fruitful cultivated plain, now a 
scene of ruin and desolation, having been 
ravaged by the people of Bondoo, and its 
inhabitants murdered or enslaved. Major 
Gray very feelingly remarks — ** a fate too 
common in this country, where the stronger 
party always finds an excuse for making war 
on the weaker, not unfrequently carrying off 
whole towns of miserable inoffensive beings, 
without either any previous intimation of 
their hostile intentions, or indeed any cause 
giveft by those wretched objects of their ava- 
ricious encroachments. Oh all such occa- 
sions the only object is money, as they call it 
*****. A multitude of adeas, bringing 
with them the conviction of how much En- 
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glishmen, and indeed all civilized nations, 
are favoured by divine Providence in enjoy- 
ing freedom and security against sucb un- 
warranted and barbarous pcactices, rusbed 
on my mind, as we surveyed the silent and 
awful remains of some human bodies which 
lay outside the wajls of this once respectable- 
and no doubt happy town, the inhabitants of 
which were torn by unrelenting savages from 
that native spot so dear to all mankind; 
—even the strongest ties of nature riven 
asunder, and all this to gratiQ^ the brutal de- 
sires of some neiglibouring tyrant, or to en- 
rieh a 5et of savages who are daily exposed 
to a similar fate themselves." 

Now these are thle very just reflections of 
a soldier on the slave trade; and a slave 
dealer might make just the same reflections 
on the war trade. They would answer very 
well without changing a syllable; and it 
would require only the alteration of two 
words to make them as applicable to one 
case as the other. For " money ^^^ as they 
call it, read ** glory, ^* as they call it ; and 
for " enrichj^^ read glorify. By the help of 
these slight alterations, the refleotions wpuld 
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suit either case. O when will Christians 
learn, that slavery and war are equally for- 
bidden by the religion thqf profess: and 
that it is no worse to steal hundreds of men 
for money, than to slay thousands for hon- 
our ! 

/ 
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THE PANAMA MISSION. 

I can hardly express the relief of my mind, 
on hearing of the final favorable settlement 
of this quel»tion. I had been wrought up to 
a painful intensity of feeling, while there 
was danger, that a measure so fraught with 
the peace and happiness of the world and 
true national glory, would be frustrated in 
the Senate. The delay has been, without 
doubt, injurious ; but a kind Providence may 
bring more good than evil out o'fit. As our 
natures are constituted, it happens, that prin- 
ciples which meet with, resistance, if finally 
i^ooessfttl, become more firmly fixed, than 
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those which are adopted with little hesita- 
tion, — as the roots of the oak, which is ex- 
posed, to the tempest, strike much deeper, 
than those' which grow in the forest. 

I view the Congress of Panama as one of 
the links in that great chain pf events, bj 
which Providence designs to bind all the na? 
tions of Christendom, — which will be, final- 
ly, all the nations in the world,—7in one grand 
bond of permanent and universal peace. It 
is to me to the utmost degree graifying, to 
find, that the first promoters and most able 
abettors of this great measure, which forms 
a new era in the history of man, agree, in 
their vieys of it, with the friends of peace ; 
and I regard it as a grand triumph of our 
principles, which a|:e gradually, though si- 
lently, extending to every heart, and bring- 
ing about the joyful anticipations of their^ 
first movers. Notwithstanding the taunts 
and jeers of the enemies of peace, we find, 
that the greatest and the wisest m^n in the 
nation are adopting our principles, though 
th^y may not from prudential motives, Joia 
our society : — as the doctrines of the christ- 
ian religion have an effect on the principles 
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a 

and practice of those who do not become 
professors, and have a coercive power over 
those who fear and hate the light. 

It seems that the chief opposition, which 
was manifested against the mission, origina- 
ted in the fear, that it would result in the 
final abolition of slavery in this hemisphere ; 
while, on our part, the chief hope was, that 
it would result in the final abolition of war 
within the s&me bounds. Thus, in this case, 
as in all others, we find a natural alliance 
between liberty aiid peace, slavery and war. 

The following sentiments of the President 
are breathed in the very spirit of the friends 
of peace, and I may almost say, of the Prince 
oi Peace. He says, " In tjte intercourse be- 
tween nations, temper is a missionary per- 
haps more powerful than talent. Nothing 
was ever lost by kind treatment. Nothing 
can hm gained by sullen repulses and aspir^ 
ing pretensions." This great statesman 
seems to have taken the same views of the 
cont^nplated congress, as have been enter- 
tained by the friends of peace ever since its 
first proposal. He adds— ^ 

" But objects of the highest importance, not 
8 
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only to the future welfare of the wholeyiw- 
man race, but bearing directly upon the spe- 
cial interests of this Union, will engage the 
deliberations of the Congress of Panama, 
whether we are represented there or not.— 
Others, if we are represented, may be offer- 
ed by our Plenipotentiaries, for considera- 
tion, having in view both these great results, 
our own interests, and the improvement of 
the condition of man upon earth. It may 
be, that in the lapse of many centuries, no 
other opportunity so favorable, will be pre* 
sented to the government of the United States, 
t0 subserve the benevolent purposes of divine 
Providence^ to dispense the promised blessings 
of the Redeemer ef mankind^ to promote the 
prevalence in future ages of peace on earth and 
good wiU to fium, as will now be placed in 
their power, by participating in the delibera-* 
tions of this Congress.*' 

In the following quotation my readers will 
probably recogaiase some eentiineAts with 
whicli they have been ffMSiliar, and which 
liave always beeti advocated by the friends 
ef peace, but never so ably as by Mr. Adams. 

*'If it be true that the nobleist treaty of 
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. peace, ever mentioned in history, is that by 
iirhich the Carthagenians were bound to abol- 
ish the practice of sacrificing their own chil- 
dren, because it was stipulated in favor of hu- 
man nature^ I cannot exaggerate to myself 
the unfading glory,' with which these United 
States will go forth in the memory of future 
ages, if, hjf their friendly counsel^ by their mor- 
fd influence, hy the power of argument and per- 
suasion alonCf they can prevail upon the 
American nations at Panama to stipulate, by 
general agreement among themselves, and 
so far as any of them may be concerned, the 
perpetual abolition of private war upon the 
ocean. And if we cannot yet flatter our- 
selves, that this may be accomplished, as ad- 
vances towards it, the establishment of the 
principle that the friendly flag shall cover the 
cargo, the curtailment of contraband of war, 
and the proscription of fictitious paper block- 
ades ; engagements which we may reasona- 
bly hope will not prove impracticable, will, 
if successfully inculcated, redound propor- 
tionally to our honor, and drain the fountain 
of many a future sanguinary war." 

The abolition of the slave trade is to be one 
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of the grand problems to be solved at the 
contemplated congress. If we consider how 
many wars the slave trade has occasioned in 
ATrica, and how many wars the colonial sys- 
tem has eause/d in Europe and America, we 
must acknowledge that the abolition of that 
trade would be the prevention of much de- 
vastation and bloodshed. It is probable, al- 
so, that at this congress, the projected inva- 
sion of Cuba and Portorico, and much con- 
sequent carnage and desolation will be pre- 
vented, not only on those islands, but in oth- 
er parts ; for it is probable, that in case of 
invasion, Spain, seeing her inability to de- 
fend these colonies, will cede them to some 
other continental power, and thus, unless the 
age should be uncommonly pacific, a war 
might again be lighted up in America, which 
would extend to Europe. 

Another grand object which will probably 
be at least in part obtained, is an extension 
of religious liberty. This will have a deci- 
ded tendency to the preservation of peace. 
Mankind cannot be made warlike, unless 
they are grossly ignorant, not only of the 
great principles of the christian religion, but 
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also of their own interests. The spread of 
the gospel and the consequent prevalence of 
knowledge, must, therefore, give the' death- 
blow to a warlike < spirit : — for the time is 
come, when mankind begin to read the scrip- 
tares for themselves and to think for them- 
selves, and to perceive that every mim has 
rights of his own, distinct from, and o^ten at 
variance with the assumed rights of his ru- 
lers. • 

In fine, I heartily agree with the President, 
that '^ the design is great, is benevolent, is 
humane. It looks to the amelioration of the 
condition of man ;'^ and I believe is the pre- 
lude to a grand aongress of all the nations of 
Christendom, where all points of internation- 
al law shall be settled by statute, and no lon- 
ger depend on the conflicting opinions of 
civOians, and wher0 there may be a power 
competent to try and determine all cases of 
disagreement among nations. And I be- 
lieve that PUBLIC OPINION, aided by commer- 
cial restrictions lind international regula- 
tions, will be sufficient to give to such a tri- 
bunal a power sufficient to enforce its judg- 
ments tmd preserve perm went and universal 
8* 
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peace among^ the members of such a confed- 
eration, and enforce it on others. But as I 
must leave the further consideration of thii 
subject to a future number, I will not here 
enlarge, but will only call the reader's atten- 
tion to some of the particular features of the 
Congress of Panama, which ar^ auspicious 
to the cause of peace. 

In the first place, prirateering may be a- 
bo^ished throughout this hemisphere ; and 
the example, set on this side of the Atlantic, 
may be followed on the other ; and thus, 
wtiile one of the evils of war will be mitiga- 
ted, one oft its causes will be removed. 

Secondly, the great and pacific principle, 
that free ships make free goods, and that a 
neutral flag shall cover all that is carried un- 
der it, except contraband of war, may be es- 
tablished ; — a pnnciple, y^hich was acknowl- 
edged in our first treaty with France, and 
which will add much to the permanence of 
peace, by lessening the hope of plunder in 
war and the vexation of neutrals. 

But this principle will be attempted to be 
carried much farther, and may be made to 
extend to all me^^baat vesaels, of every flag, 
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engaged in Igwful commerce ; and the inno- 
cent merchant and ht« plrivate property, be 
as much respected on the ocean, as on the 
land. A love of .plunder and rapine is a 
great cause of war ; and our priyateersmen, 
andothers^of like rapacious habits, will al- 
ways endeavor to bring on a war, that they 
may riot on the spoils of honest industry ; 
and when they can no longer carry on their 
trade of plunder, they may turn their atten- 
tion to Ibonest trade to which peace is so ne- 
cessary. 

The contemplated Congress may also re- 
move another cause of war, by settling, dis- 
tinctly, what shall, and what shall not, be 
considered as contraband of war. The un- 
certainty on this subject embroiled England 
with the Northern Powers, and hai^lways 
been a bone of contention. When once set- 
tled, it can be no longer so, at least with the 
parties agreeing; and the enumeration of 
contraband articles may be so reduced, that 
hemp, iron, naval stores, &,c, which are so 
necessary to all mankind, may be allowed to 
be mutually* interchanged in time of war. 

The only article I shall ^dd? is a defini'* 
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tion of the right of blockade, and its estab- 
lishment on such principles, as shall be ac- 
knowledged by all the American nations. — 
The want of established principles on this 
subject, the reader will re/collect, was the 
principal cause of our last war with Great 
Britain, which was left at the peace in the 
'* statu quo ante bellum,'^ as is generally the 
case when principles are attempted to be set- 
tled by force, and not by reason. 

It has been for want of a due definition 
and aglreeroent on some of the aboTe men- 
tioned subjects, that it has frequentlj^hap- 
pened, that, when two maritinfe nations have 
engaged in war, the war has been generally 
throughout Christendom. The settlement of 
thesc^ points will not only lessen the calami- 
ties of war, and remove the cause of war 
which is peculiar to each, but it will have a 
general effect of taking away the hope of 
plunder, which so many have hidden under 
the cloak of patriotism. 

As many of the abovementioned points as 
shall be gained at the Congress of the isth- 
mus, so many heads of the hydra of war« will 
be crushed ; and we hope, that public opin- 
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ioH, like Hercules, — bot armecl only with 
** the sword of the Spirit," — will soon de- 
molish the others, and leave the monster a 
lifeless carcass, for the wonder and aston 
ishment of future generations. 

Finally, I hail the Cmigress of Panama as 
one leading event of a new era. I bdieve it 
will l^e the prelude to a system of internation- 
al law, which will abolish the custom of war, 
among great and independent nations, in 
the same manner as domestic war was abol- 
ished by the union of the European feudal 
domains intb consolidated governments. Not 
that I would wish to see all the nations of 
this hemisphere, much less all the nations of 
Christendom, united in one empire ; but I 
should like to see them alli^for certain pir- 
poses equally beneficial to all. 

I will only add, that this xgrand union of 
Christian nations, in the bonds of peace 
and good will, has been the great and ulti- 
mate object of the peace societies : and I 
firmly believe that they have been eminently 
serviceable in the cause, and that they have 
done much— I wish I could say all in their 
power,— to forward it. I gladly acknowl- 
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edge tSiat there have been maDj concurrent 
circumstances, favorable to the cause of, 
peace : but I aver, that it was one and the 
same spirit, that dictated the simultaneous 
formation of pe&ce societie^ on both sides of 
the Atlantic, and th^ proposed Congress of 
Panama, and the favorable reception of the 
proposition by our government ; and that 
spirit is now working and will work, until 
the' barbarous custom of war shall be banish- 
ed from Christendom : ai\d there is no per- 
son, male or female, who cannot forward the 
glorious consummation. 



NO. 16. 

OPINIONS OP THE EARLY REFORMERS OP 
CHRISTIANITY AS THEY RELATED TO WAR. 

Those, who first attacked the power of 
the "man of sin," were too busilj employed 
in reforming the doctrines of religion, which, 
together with the practice, had fallen into 
the greatest corruptions ; and they were too 
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much engaged in opposing the peculiar 
abominations of the Church of Rome, to 
think much of those vices, which had been 
common to the whole world. Hence it was 
not until the reformation had obtained *' a 
form and pressure" — until reformers began 
to preach ^bout general duties and the pre- 
cepts of the gospel, that they began to turn 
their attention to the OMstom of war ; certain- 
ly as contrary to the spirit of the gospel as 
any of the customs of the Church of Rome. 

I do not know, whether the opinions of 
Luther and Calvin, on this subject, were ev- 
er left on record. But Erasmus, their co- 
temporary, as early as a. d. 1536, observes : 
"War is every where, rashly and on the 
slightest pretext, undertttken ; cruelly and 
severely conducted, not only by unbelievers, 
but by Christians ; not only by . laymen, but 
by priests and bishops; not only by the 
young and inexperienced, but even by men 
far advanced in life, who must have seen 
and felt its dreadful consequeQces ; not only 
by the lower order of people, fickle in their 
nature, but above all by princes, whose duty 
it is to compose the rash passions of the un- 
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thinking ipultitud^, by superior wisdom and 
the force of reason. Nor are there even 
wanting men learned in the law and even 
divines* who are ready to furnish firebrands 
for the nefarious work, and to fan the latent 
spark into a flame.'' 

He next gives a very animated description 
of the horrors of a battle, and then proceeds 
thus : '* It sometimes happens, that a broth- 
er fajls by the hands of a brother, a kinsman 
* on his nearest kindred, a friend upon his 
friend, who, while each is actuated by this 
fit of insanity, plunges the sword into the 
heart of one by whom he never was offended, 
not even by the word of bis mouth ! So deep 
is the tragedy, that the bosom shudders even 
at the feeble description of it, and the hand 
of humanity drops the pencil, while it paints 
the scene." 

*' In the mean time, I pass over the corn- 
fields trodden down, peaceful cottages and 
rural mansions burnt to the ground, villages 
and towns reduced to ashes, the cattle driv- 
en from their pasture, innocent women vio- 
lated, old men dragged into captivity, 
churches defaced and demolished, every 
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thing laid waste, a prey to robbery, plunder, 
and violence." 

**Not to mention the consequences, which 
ensue to a people after a war, even the most 
fortunate in its event, and the justest, in its 
principles ; the poor, the unoffending^ com- 
mon people robbed of their little hard earn- 
ed property, the great laden with taxes''-^ 
(and he proceeds to particulariee the evil 
consequences of war, and then observes)— 
•* why need I dwell on the evils which mor- 
als sustain by war, when every one knows, 
that from war proceeds at once every kind 
of evil, which disturbs and destroys the hap- 
piness of human life ?" And mtich more is 
said, by the same author, on the same sub- 
ject, in a work of his, entitled, Anti-Pole- 
mos. 

It seems, however, that the first reform- 
ers were generally very much in the dark, 
respecting war, slavery, and some other an- 
tichristian practices. Indeed, it was not to 
be expected, that mankind would be aU at 
once enlightened. The degeneracy of the 
Church, from the purity of the apostles and 

primitive christian^) who held war to be un- 
9 
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lawful and contrary to the commands of 
Christ— 4o the ignorance and barbarity of 
the dork ages, in which war was most un- 
naturally united to religion, was gradual; 
and it was, therefore, to be expected, that 
the restoration of the Church to primitive in- 
nocence and simplicity, would be also grad- 
ual. As we advance in time, however, we 
find the testimony of eminent Christians, 
against war, to thicken, until they become 
a "*cloud of witnesses^;" and we have reason 
to believe, that light on this subject will in- 
crease, with the progress of improvement, 
the march of intellect, and the difBision of 
the gospel, until the majority of mankind in 
all countries — at least in all Christian coun 
tries — will be found on the side of peace ; — 
until the custom of war will pass away like 
other barbarous customs ; — ^uhtil mankind, 
or at least the Christian cobimunity, will be 
induced to emter into one great social com- 
pact, and all disputes between nations be set- 
tled ^y reason and not by the swOrd. It is 
the duty, therefore, of every individual, who 
wishes and prays for so joyful a consumma- 
tion, to cfo something towards its advance- 
ment. 
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NO. 17. 

SENTIMENTS OF PIOUS OR EMINENT MODERN 
^ WRITERS AGAINST WAR. 

I think I shall J)e able to prove, that, as 
mankind have advanced in knowledge and 
religi|Oii, the most eminent for wisdom and pi- 
, ety have been more and more convinced t)f the 
iniquity, sinfulness and impolicy of war ; and 
that the sentiments now promulgated by peace 
societies, are, by no means, new, but are as 
old as the Gospel .; and that eminently pious 
and good men have heretofore -given their 
testimony against war, but, unhappily, with , 
little effect ; owing to a want of that system 
and ^o-operation, which have been partially 
ad^ted.by peace societies, but which are 
far from being matured. Had these deceas- 
ed worthies concentrated their energies, by 
an union into a society for the express pur- 
pose of promulgating their pacific sentiments, 
there is reason to believe, that much of the 
havoc and bloodshed, which have desolated 
the world for the last thirty years, would have 
been prevented, much misery and anguish 
avoided, and many souls saved, of whom' it 
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would be the utmost temerity to say, wfe have 
now any hope. 

It cannot, however, be expected, that aU 
the testimony of modern writers, of piety and 
distinction, against the custom of war, has 
ever met my eye, or that it would be expedi- 
ent to republish all that I have seen ; for this 
would require volumes. I shall, therefore, 
only take an instance here and there from 
authors generally known and respected in this 
country. I commence with 

Jeremy Taylor^ A. D, 1642. — Kb contrary 
as cruelty is to mercy, tyranny to charity, so 
is war and bloodshed to the meekness and 
gentleness of^the Christian religion. I had 
often >l1iou^t of the prophecy, that in the 
Gospel, our swords shall be turned into 
plough-shares, and our spears into pruniog- 
hooks. I knew that no tittle spoken by God's 
spirit, could return unperformed and ineffec- 
tual, ^nd I was certain, that such was the 
excellency of Christ's doctrine, if men would 
obey it. Christians should never war one 
against another." 

Qrotius^ 1645. — " If, by the Jewish law, 
an involuntary murderer was obliged to flee 
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to a place of refuge, — ^if God prohibited Da- 
vid from building a temple to him, because 
his hands were defiled with blood, though 
his W9.rs might be called religious contests,-— 
if, among the ancient Greeks, persons who 
had defiled themselves with slaughter, with- 
out any fault of theirs, required expiation, — 
who does not see, especially a Christian man, 
how wretched andill-fated a thing war isy and 
how earnestly even a just war should be avoided.^ 
Fenelony 1715, — " War never fails to ex- 
haust the State and endanger its destruction, 
with whatever success it is carried on. 
Though it may be commenced with advan- 
tage, it can never be finished without danger 
of the most Vatal reverse of fortune. • ♦ • » 
Nor can a nation that should be always vic- 
torious, prosper ; it would destroy itself by 
destroying others ; the country would be de- 
populated, the soil untilled, and trade inter- 
rupted, and what is still worse, the best laws 
would lose their force, and a corruption of 
manners insensibly take place. Literature 
will be neglected among the youth the, troops, 
conscious of their own importance, will in- 
^Ige themselves in the most pernipious li- 
9» 
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aentiousness, with impunity, and the disor- 
der will necessarily spread through all' the 
branches of government. 

RolUn, 1742. — '' It is related that Alexan- 
der, upon Ari^archus the philosopher, tell- 
ing him that there was an infinite number of 
worlds, wept to think that it woaldbe impos- 
sible for him to conquer them ally since he 
had not yet conquered one. Is it wrong in 
Seneca, to compare these pretended heroes, 
who have gained renown, no otherwise than 
by the ruin of nations, to a confltigration aad 
a flood which lay wdste and destroy all things; 
or to wild beasts, who live merely by blood 
and slaughter ?" 

Thonuts Hartley, 1756. — " How long, ye 
potentates, will ye continue to lay heavy bur- 
dens on your people, and add poverty to war? 
How long will ye give cause to Turks and 
Indians to say, Fie on these Christians, how 
do they delight in blood ! • • ♦ We can- 
not be unacquainted with the names of cer- 
tain potentates, now living, who would hang 
a poor man for stealing a cow, whilst they 
themselves share a kingdom amongst them, 
acquired by rao^ usurpation. O for a Nar 
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than, this day.iaeveryceurtin Christendom, 
to take up his parable, and, as the applica- 
tion should require it, to say even to the most 
puissant monarch, '^ Thou art the man !'* 

It is undeniable that had the sentiments 
above quoted been universal or even general 
at the time they were penned, wars would 
havQ ceased long ago. The love of glory^ 
which is the same as love of applause, is the 
chief incentive to war. It is this which has 
induced many, who were by nature benevo- 
lent and humane, to forget their natural be- 
nevolence, and commit acts of cruelty and 
injustice. Let the detestation of mankind 
follow injustice, cruelty and oppression, and 
their applause be conferred only on the be- 
nevolent and humane, and then those who 
are ambitious will leave tbe art of war, for 
the arts of peace. To bring about this change, 
is the object of the friends of peace, and who 
can refuse to wish them success. 1 
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NO. 18. 

illfNTIMXNTS Of PIOUS EMINENT MODERN WRI* 

TERSy ON THE sirBJECT OF WAR. — Continued. 

I continue extracts from i^riters of the 
•bore description, net only because they have 
written better than I can ^ver hope to write 
on the interesting subject, which has engag- 
ed my attention for some time past, but also 
to shew, that the good, and truly great, have 
Idways been on the side of peace, and if they 
have not had that effect on the public, which 
their talents deserve, it is because they did 
not act in concert. 

The following quotation is |rom the pen 
of Soame Jennings. 

*' It is not a little surprising, that mankind 
have, at all times, so much delighted in war, 
and that, notwithstanding all the misepes it 
has brought upon them, they should still con- 
tinue to rush into it, with as much alacrity 
as ever ; the true, though, secret, reason of 
which is certainly this : there is implanted 
in human nature, corrupt as it is, an appro- 
bation of virtue, that however determine^ 
men are to indulge their inclinations^ they 



I 



SBNTIMENTS OF ifODERN WRITES8. 10ft 

never enjoy them with any satisfaction, un- 
lesis they cai^ find out som^ means of hiding 
their deformities, not only from the eyes of 
others bat even from their own ; and they 
are therefore extremely fond of every expe- 
dient, that can assist them, in this favorable 
self-deception, and procure them leave to be 
wicked, with a good character and a good 
conscience. Now war, is of all others, the 
most effectual for this purpose, as it grants 
us a plenary indulgence of every vicious dis- 
position in the human mind, and exemption 
from all punishment or ev;en censure, as well 
as from all reluctance and remorse. It so 
dresses up idleness and profligacy, malevo-* 
lence and revenge, cruelty and injustice in 
the amiable habit of zeal for the glory and 
prosperity of our country, that we can give 
a loose to them all, not only with the ap^ 
plause of the world, but with the sincere ap- 
probation of our own hearts; and of such 
Jiigh estimation is this privilege, that we 
think it a sufficient recompense, for all the 
miseries and desolation, whieh the mutual 
exercise of it cannot fail to intr#duce.'^ 
The following quotation from Saurin, the 
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eloquent preacher at the Hague, has laid long^ 
on my files^ having been extracted for nay 
first series ; but was neglected for want of 
the suitable connection, which now occurs. 

** A tyrant executes, on a gibbet, a poor 
unhappy man, whom the pain of hunger and 
frightful apprehension of sudden death forc- 
ed to break open a house. Here, if you 
will, disorder is punished and society satisfied. 
But who shall satisfy the just rengeance 
of society- on this mad tyrant ? This very 
tyrant, at the head of a hundred thousand 
thieves, ravages the whole world ; he pillag- 
es on therigiit hand and on the left ; he vio- 
lates the most sacred rights, the most sacred 
treaties ; he knows neither religion nor good 
faith. €ro, see, follow his steps— countries 
desolated, plains covered with the bodies of 
the dead, palaces reduced to ashes, and peo- 
ple run mad yrith despair. Enquire for the 
author of these miseries. Will yt)u find him, 
think you, confined in a dark dungeon, or 
expiring on a wheel 1 Lo ! he sits on a 
throne in a superb royal palace ; nature and , 
art contribute to his pleasures — a circle of 
courtiers minister to his passions, and erect 
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•altars to him, whose equals in iniquity, yea 
if I may he allowed to say so, whose inferi- 
ors in vice, have justly suffered the most in- 
famous punishments." 

The following beautiful quoitation, from a 
sermon, which the eloquent Masilon preach- 
ed hefore Lewis XV. seems prophetic of the 
military chieftain, that usurped his throne, 
and covered Europe with smoking cinders." 

" Glory, Sire, will always be stained with 
blood. Some madman will perhaps ehant 
the victories of the conquerer ; but provin- 
ces, the cities, the country will mourn. Su- 
perb monuments will be erected to immor- 
talize his conquests, but the cinders still 
smoking, of so many cities heretofore flour- 
ishing, — fields stripped or dispoiled of their 
beauty,-— the ruins of walls under which 
peaceable citizens have been buried, — ^will 
be mournful monuments which immortalize 
his vanity and his folly. He^ will hav6 pass- 
ed away as a torrent, which ravages the 
earth, and not as a majestic river which pro- 
duces joy and abundance. His name will 
be inscribed among conquerers, and not a- 
raong good 'kings, in the annals of posterity. 
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The history of his reign will be ransacked, 
only to trace back the mischiefs he ha^ in-* 
flicted on mankind, ^is pride, therefore, 
says the spirit of God, shall mount up eren 
to the heavens, his head reach unto the 
clouds, his success shall have equalled his 
desires, and all his accumulation of glory 
shall in the end be no more than a heap of 
dirt, and it will leave nothing behind it but 
reproach and contagion." 

My next is from Sherlock, in which he 
proves the divine orign of the christian relig- 
ion, by comparing the beriign dharacier of 
its founder, with that of the bloody prophet. 
Can he make such a discrimination in the 
conduct of their professed followers ? Alas ! 
by their deeds, it is hard to distinguish Chris* 
tiaus from Mahometans, He says : 

*' Go to your natural religion ; lay before 
her Mahomet and his dii^ciples, arrayed in 
armour und in blood, riding in triumph 
over the spoils of thousands who fell by his 
victorious sword, — sfapw her the cities which 
he set in flames, the countries which he rav- 
aged and destroyed, and the miserable disr 
tress of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
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******* When she is tired with this 
prospect, then 9hew her the blessed Jesiis« 
humble and meek, doing* good to all the sons 
of men, patiently instructing both the igno* 
rant and the perverse, — ^let her see him in- 
jured but not provoked ; let her attend him 
to the tribunal, and consider the patience 
with which he endured the scoffs and re- 
proaches of his enemies ; lead her to his 
cross and let her view him in the agonies of 
death, and hear his last prayer for his perse- 
cutors — ^ Father forgive them for they know 
not what they do !* " 

Now if we carefully e:tamine both pic^ 
tures, and compare them with the conduct 
of professing Christians, it will surely ap- 
pear, that nations which are eMed Chris- 
tians are disciple^ of the false prophet, and 
not of the true Messiah. 
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SENTIMENTS OF DR. JOHNSON ON WAR* EX- 
EMPLIFIED IN napoleon's RUSSIAN EXPE- 
DITION. 

It is gratifying, when one takes a cursory 
10 
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▼iew of modern literature, to find testimo- 
nies of the greatest and best men in favour 
of peace, which here and there strike oitr 
yiew, like roses in the desert : andit is pleas- 
ing to observe, that these evidences, of an 
increasing pacific spirit, in the world, thick- 
en as the age advances ; and we hope they 
will ere long, unite and convert a desert in- 
to a paradise. 

The celebrated Dr. Johnson, in his desP- 
cription of the Faulkland Islands, has these 
remarks : 

" The life of a modern soldier is ill repre- 
sented by heroic fiction. War has means of 
destruction more formidable than the can- 
non and the sword. Of the thousands and 
ten thousands, that perished in our late con- 
tests with France and Spain, a s^r-j small 
part ever felt the stroke of an enemy — the 
rest languished in tents and ships, amidst 
damps and putrefaction ; pale, torpid, spir- 
itless, and helpless ; gasping and groaning, 
unpitied among men, made obdurate by long 
continuance of hopeless misery » and were at 
last whelmed in pits, or heaved into the 
dcean, without notice and without remem- 
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brance. By incommodious encampments 
and unwholesome stations,- where courage is 
useless and enterprise impracticable, fleets 
are silently dispeopled and armies sluggish- 
ly melted away. 

" Thus is a people gradually, exhausted, 
for the most part, with httle effect. The 
wars of civilized- nations make very slow 
changes in the system of empire. The pub- 
lic perceive scarce any*alteration but an in- 
crease of debt; and the few individuals, 
who are benefitted, are not supposed to hav-e 
the -clearest right to their advantages. If he 
that shared the danger enjoyed the profit ; 
and, after bleeding in the battle, grew rich 
by the victory, he might shew his gains with- 
out envy. But' at the conclusion of a ten 
years' war, how are we recompensed for the 
death of multitudes, and the expense of mill- 
ions, but by contemplating the sudden glo- 
ries of paymasters and agents, contractors 
and commissaries, whose equipages shine 
like meteors ; and whose palaces rise like 
exhalati(>ns P' 

" These are the men, who, without virtue^ ^ 
labour or hazard, are growing rich as their 
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country is impoverished : they are rejoiced, 
when obstinacy or ambition adds another 
year to slaughter and devastation ; and laugh 
from their desks at bravery and science, 
while' they are adding figure to figure and 
cypher to cy'pher, hoping for a new con- 
tract from a new armament, and computing 
the profits of a siege or a tempest/' 
^ One can hardly help being struck with the 
similitude of this pic|»re, and some circum- 
stances attending our late war. We lost 
more by sickness than we did by the sword, 
and our army contractors made their tens 
and hundreds of thousands, while the peo- 
ple lost by millions. Property changed hands 
-—many rich were made poor, and some 
poor were made rich: and we have been 
paying from that time to this, for the for- 
tunes, wbich were accumulated in the war; 
and. have not yet done paying.' 

The loss of property, however, is trivial 
in comparison with the loss of lives. Doc- 
tor Johnson has set this iti a very just light ; 
and his observations have been exemplified 
in every war, even the most successful. Ev&p 
victorious armies are sometimes conquered 



SENTIBHENTS Of DIU lOHNBON ON WAK« ' 113 

by the diseases Of the camp, and by -hard- 
vhips which a soldier is exposed to, in a con* 
quered country. To show tliis in a strong 
point of view, I subjoin some extracts from 
Segur's account of Napoleon's victorious 
march to Moscow. 

No sooner had he entered Russia, by pass- 
ing the Niemen, with the grand army of 
375,000 men, and 200,000 horses, than he 
was overwhelmed by a terrible thunder 
storm. '^ Texv thousand horses perished on 
the march, and more especially in the bivo- 
acs, which followed. A large quantity of 
equipages remained abandoned, on the 
sands, and great numbers of men subse- 
quently gave way. Their carcases were ly- 
ing encumbering the road : they sent forth 
a mephitic smell, impossible to breathe : it 
was a new scourge, which some compared 
to famine, but much more terrible. Several 
soldiers of the young guard, (Bonaparte's 
body guard and the elite of the army) had 
already perished of huni^er." 

The grand army committed great and 

canton depredations, so that it wasted the 

provisions it met with, and the van guar^ 
iO* / 
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left nothing Ifor the rear to live on, and a 
great famine ensued ; for though nothing op- 
posed them in fronts they could not escape 
from famine which followed them in the rear. 
'' Napoleon was ohhged to shut his eyes to a 
system of plunder, which he vainly prohibit- 
ed; too well aware also of the attraction 
that mode of subsistence has for the soldier : 
that it caused him to love a state of things that 
enriched him" Generous protection to his 
friends, the Poles ! ^' The officers them- 
selves had no other means of subsistence 
than from the share which the soldiers gave 
them. — They arrived famished at habita- 
tions. * * * As they became more and more 
•exasperated with hunger, they became furi- 
ous ; and after rifling both cottage and pal- 
;-l(ce, without finding the subsistence they 
siMight for, they, in the viplence of despair, 
accused the inhabitants of being their ene- 
mies, and took their revenge of the proprie- 
tors, bj destroying their property." It must 
be remembered that .this was in Lithuania, a 
part of .Russian Poland, which they said 
they had. come to deliver from oppression, 
a^d that t^^ was a victorious army. " Al- 
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ready enfeebled by famine, it was necessary 
to make forced marches in order to fly from 
it, and reach the enemy. At night when they 
halted, the soldiers thronged into the hous- 
es, where, worn out with fatigue and Want, 
they threw themselves on the first dirty straw ' 
they met with" — a luxury which gold could 
not buy on thftr retreat. — Here^ many sol- 
diers perished with hunger and fatigue : and 
from being unable to escape from the hous- 
es and villages, to which their comrades had 
set fire. 

These were but tlie beginning of sorrows. 
As the victorious army advanced, its distress- 
es increased. " It only subsisted by its ex- 
ertions ; and from day to day it had not pro- 
visions foB four and twenty tours." * * * 
*' The army had advanced but a hundred 
leagues from the Wiemen : and . already it 
was completely altered. The ofiicers who 
travelled post, from the interior of France, to 
join it, arrived dismayed. They could not 
conceive how it happened, that a victorious 
army without fighting should leave behind it 
more wrecks than a defeated one." 

" From these sufferings, physical and mor- 
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al : from these privations, from these contin- 
ual bivouacs, as dangerous near the pole as 
under the equator, and frona the infection of 
the air, by putrefied carcase^s of men and hor- 
ses, that strewed the roads, sprang two 
dreadful epidemics — ^the dysentery and the 
typhus fever. ♦ ♦ * Out of 22,000 Bavari- 
ans, who had crossed the Odfe'r, 11,000 only, 
reached the Duna, and yet they had never 
ieen in action. This military march cost the 
French one fourth, and the allies one half of 
their arn^ies." 

" Every iporning, the regiments started in 
order from their bivouacs ; but scarcely had 
they proceeded a few steps before their wi- 
dening ranks became lengthened out into 
small and broken files ; the weakest, being 
unable to follow, dropped behind. These 
unfortunate wretches beheld their comrades 
and their eagles getting farther and farther 
from them : they still strove to overtake, but, 
at length, lost sight of them, and sunk dis- 
heartened. ♦ * * Great numbers perished." 

" At Wilna, it was not possible to estab- 
lish hospitals for more than 6000 sick ; con- 
vents, churches, synagogues, and ba^ns, s^r^ 
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ved to receive this suffering multitude. In 
these dismal places, sometimes unhealthy, 
but still too few and too crowded, the sick 
were frequently without' food^ without beds, 
without covering, and even vnthout medicines^ - 
But I forbear : pages might be filled with 
the sufferings of the victorious grand army in 
its pursuit of the enemy, |and some worse 
tjian the above ; and yet these were but rose- 
leaves to what they suffered when they in 
turn had to fly, and all the horrors of a north- 
ern winter and continued defeat and flight 
were added to the usual horrors of war, pes- 
tilence and famine — ^then they felt the thorn. 
Nor are these miseries unusual accompani- 
ments to "the pomp and circumstanc^e, of 
glorious war." — In the^ late atrocious inva- 
sion of the Burman empire, the British army 
lost half its number by sickness, and almost 
without a battle — so true is Dr. Johnson's 
remark, that, " War has means of destruc- 
tion more formidable than the cannon and 
the sword." 
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NO. 20. 

OPINIONS OF THE LATE PRESIDENT JEFFERSON 

f 

ON PEACE ANb WAR. 

It has been frequently observed, that the 
enrolment of Mr. Jefferson's name in the list 
of the members of the MassQQhusetts Peace 
Society, was without his consent. In order 
to correct this error, and to shew the opin- 
ions of this able statesman and philosopher, 
on this important subject, I send you the 
whole of Mr. JefiWrson's letter to the. Secre- 
tary of the. above named society, dated 

NOV. 26, 1817. 

Sir — ^You have not been mistaken, in sup- 
posing my views and feelings to be in favour 
of the abolition of war. Of my disposition 
to maintain peace, until its condition shall be 
made less tolerable than that of war itself, 
the world has had probfs, and more perhaps 
than it has approved. I hope it is practica- 
ble by improving the minds and moi-als of so- 
ciety, to lessen the disposition to war ; but 
of its abolition I despair. Still, on the axiom 
that a less degree of evil is preferable to a 
greater, no ineans should be neglected, which 
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may add weight to the better scale. The en* 
folment you propose, of my name in thS records 
of your society, cannot be unacceptable to me. 
It will be a true jtestimony of my principles 
and persuasion, that the state of peace is that, 
which most improves the manners and mor- 
als, the prosperity and happiness of mankind^ 
and, although I dare not promise myself that 
it can be perpetually maintained, fet, if, by 
the inculcations of reason or religion, the 
perversities of our nature can be so far cor^ 
rected, as sometimes to prevent the necessity, 
either supposed or real, of an appeal to the 
blinder scourges of war, murder, and devas- 
tation, the benevolent endeavours of the 
friends of peace will not be entirely without 
remuneration. 

I pray you to accept the assurance of my 
respect and consideration. 

Th. Jefferson. 

It may be necessary to observe, that Mr. 
Jefferson w;as perfectly aware of the aim and 
objects of the Massachusetts Peace Society, 
having had its constitution and the several 
numbers of the Friend of Peace sent to him 
for his perusal. Had this society entertain^- 
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ed any opposition to government, or endeav- 
ored to build up one party on the ruins of an- 
other, as some foolishly pretend, would not 
so sharp-sighted a politician have discovered 
it ? and would the very head and leader of 
the party, which it is pretended was to be 
opposed, have so publicly manifested his 
hearty approbation of the objects of the so- 
ciety, ancl even become a member of it in or- 
der to ** add weight to the better scale ?" 

I add another extract of a letter from the 
same to Sir John Sinclair. 

" Wonderful has been the progress of hu- 
man improvement in other respects. Let us 
hope then that the law of nature, which 
makes virtuous conduct produce benefit and 
vice loss, to the agent, in the long run — 
which has sanctioned the c.ommon principle, 
that honesty is the best policy, will in time, 
influence the proceedings of nations, as well 
as individuals ; that we shall at length, be 
sensible, that war is an instrument, entirely . 
inefficient toward redressing wrong, that it 
multiplies^ instead ^f indemnifying, losses, 

'* Had the money which has been spent in 
the present war, been employed in making 
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roads and conducting canals of navigation 
and irrigation through the country, not a 
hovel in the highlands of Scotland, or moun- 
tains of Auvergne, would have been without 
a boat at its door, or a rill of water in every 
field, and a road to its market town. 

" Had the money we have lost by the law- 
less depredations of all the belligerent pow- 
ers been employed in the same way, what 
communications would have been opened of 
roads and waters ! Yet were we to go to war 
for redress, — instead of redress, we should 
plunge deeper into loss, alid disable our- 
selves for half a century more, from attain- 
ing the same ends. A war would cost us 
more than would cut through the isthmus of 
Darien : and that of Suez might have been 
opened with what a single year has seen 
thrown away on the rock of Gibraltar. 

" These truths are palpable, and must, in 
the progress of time, have their influence on 
the minds and conduct of nations.^' 

After this who can deny that Mr. Jefferson 
highly approved of peace societies and their 
cause : and that that approbation was found- 
ed on sound policy and true philosophy 1 It 
11 " 



rfe. 
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is true, he is not quite so sanguine as I am. 
It is not A^onderful that a man, who bad 
drunk deeply at the fountain of infidel phi- 
losophy in France, should doubt the will or 
power of God, to fulfil his promises, that the 
time should come, when men should learn 
war no more, or that he ever made such a 
promise, or authorized such a prophecy : — 
such is the natural effect of scepticism. But 
as a philosopher and statesman, he seems to 
be perfectly well convinced, " that a state of 
peace is that which most improves the man* 

' ners and morals, the prosperity and happi- 
ness of mankind." I agree with Mr. Jefier- 
son in philosophy and policy, but as I disa- 
gree with him in religious sentiments, of 
course I differ in the hopes which are to be 

^ derived from the power and influence of the 
christian religion, and the truths of prophe- 
cy. Had I no belief in the divine inspiration 
of the prophets, in the divine and pacific 
message of the Messiah — ^in the truth and 
power of Jehovah, I must confess, that I 
should consider a state of universal and per- 
manent peace, rather to be desired than ex- 



OPINIONS OF MR. JEFFERSON. 123 

pected, and I should be hardly so sanguine 
as Mr. Jefferson himself. 

On mature deliberation I have come to 
this conclusion, that a state of permanent 
and universal peace can never be rationally 
expected, without the influence of the chris- 
tian religion, and that it never can take' 
place, until the true spirit of Christianity, in 
its purity, is more generally diffused, and 
what is now called religion, purified from its 
dross — from false pagan notions of glory 
and patriotism. — The sy stein of peace is 
founded on the gospel of Christ— -will stand 
with it — and cannot fall without it. Ther 
are identically the same, one cannot progress 
without the other. War among christians 
is the greatest obstacle to the spread of the 
gospel, and the spread of the gospel is the i 
foreruRner of the principles of peac^e. 

I did intend to make a few remarks on 
Mr. Jefferson's letters, but have only room 
to observe that he v/rote the latter quotation 
before our last war, and, was very much mis- 
taken, as to its expense. Our share alone- 
of the expenses of the war, to say nothing of 
our losses in lives and property, wouy eon- 
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struct a dozen such canals, as those he men- 
tions of Darien and Suez. 

Reader, do you believe in the inspiration 
of the prophets and the Christian religion? 
and will you allow a sceptical philosopher — 
one who thinks it indifferent whether we 
worship one God or twenty gods — ^to go be- 
fore you in obeying the commands of your 
diirine master ? Instead of saying " what do 
ye more than others ?" I would ask have you 
done as much ] have you like him " added 
your weight to the better scale ?" 



NO. 21. 

THE INFLUENCE OP WAR ON THE PROSPERITY ' 
OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

The philanthropic heart is pained, by the 
reiterated accounts, which we, evcrv day, 
see in the newspapers, of the protracted and 
inl:ense sufferings of the operative classes, 
and particularly, the manufactureTs of Great 
Britain : ariW we are naturally led to investi- 
gate the cause and seek a remedy. The 
cause of the present distresses of the lower 
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classes in Great Britain, may be easily tra- 
ced to the long and expensive wars, in which 
that nation has been engaged : for, let who- 
ever will get the glory and the plunder, the 
burthen of war is sure to fall, ultimately, on 
the labouring poqr, and while, to repeat the 
language of Dr. Johnson, " the equipages of 
paymasters and agents shine like meteors, 
and their palaces rise like exhalations," the 
labourer and his family are sent supperless 
to bed. And while some, as we see by the 
late papers, are paying for strawberries with 
their weight in silver, and giving four gui- 
neas for a quart of green peas, others arc 
compelled to live for whole days, like oxen, 
on nothing but grass and water ; and the be- 
nevolent are looking anxiously forward, to 
the potatoe crop, which may be divided be- 
tween the hogs of the rich and the children 
of the poor, as an alleviation to the sufferings 
of the latter. 

Is there then a scarcity in England 1 by 
no means : no country is mofe fertile ; no 
country is better cultivated, and no country 
is more productive ; but the tctxes on the land, 
which are necessary to pay the i«/crc5# oo 
II* 
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the loans contracted during the late wars, 
raise the price of the products of the soil — 
or, at least, of all that grows aibovt the sur- 
face, to a rate, which the poor man cannot 
pay, and happy is his lot, if he can get a suf- 
ficiency of what grows helow, and leave the 
other to the few who have made their fortunes 
by war. 

It is true, that, during times of great pros- 
perity, the labouring classes in England get 
wheaten bread — ^tbose m Scotland oat cake, 
and the Irish their fill of potatoes \ but no 
sooner does a mad spirit of overtrading and 
speculation derange the' commercial •and 
manufacturing affairs, than thousands are A 
once thrown out of employment^ and left to 
starve : and that, while in the UfiitMi^Ststas, 
they are surfeiting theif borass witlldtar uid 
wheat, the poor in Efi^knd are pining for 
want of even the coarsest food ; and tbat too, 
while their ware-houses are groaning under 
louds of bonded grain-, which the government 
Has not until lately permitted to be sold. 
Such are the fruits of war and glory. 

If it be asked how it happens, that the 
poor are as badly offt now in a time of peace, 
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as they were during the war ? the answer is 
obvious. During the war^ vast sums of mon- 
ey were borrowed for the purpose of carry- 
ing it on, which was distributed among the 
artizans who prepared the materials of war, 
and those who furnished luxuries to army 
contractors, agents, ^c. and thus, instead of 
the parents laying up for their children, the 
present generation have anticipated the fruits 
of the industry oi future ages, and have de- 
voured the substance 'of those who are to suc- 
ceed them, for centuries to come. But it is 
self-evident, that there must, at length, be an. 
end of such proceedings. A nation may ex- 
haust its credit as well as an idividual. A 
man and a state, that continue to expend 
moce than their income, must certainly come 
to» ruiti and bankxtiptcy. The spendthrift, 
who is squandering borrowed money — set- 
ting up showy equipages and living in splen- 
did style, while he is mortgaging his proper- 
ty and anticipating his rents, may appear to 
the silly and ignorant, to be in a state of pros- 
perity, but the knowing ones, at length, re- 
fuse to lend him any longer, and he who soar- 
ed and blazed like a rocket, at last, explodes. 
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falls and ends in : and it is the same 

with a nation. 

The land tax, which is imposed, to pay 
the interest of the war loans, raises the price 
of bread ; for all taxes fall ultimately on the 
consumer. The importation of foreign grain, 
except it be bonded for exportation,. Ss pro- 
hibited, unless the domestic corn rises to a 
certain price, and then it must pay a duty 
until the latter reaches a still higher price. — 
Should this law be repealed, corn would flow 
into Britain, from the European nations, and 
America, in exchange for her manufactures. 
This would, at the same time, give cheaper 
living and niore employment to the labour- 
ing classes, who, buying bread cheap, could 
afford to work still cheaper — and the cheap- 
er the manufaclured articles, the greater' the 
foreign demand, until Great Britain would 
be covered with manufactories, villages and 
gardens^the population increased to an in- 
definite extent, and mendicity and pauper- 
ism banished from the empire, 

What prevents this ? War. The price of 
grain must be kept up to enable the farmer 
to pay his taxes. The high price of bread 
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increases the price of labour ; for mea, as 
well as horses, must eat or they cannot work. 
The liigh price of labour increases the price 
of manufactures, and, of course, lessens the 
demand for exportation : for other nations, 
though less favourably situated for manufac- 
turing, will manufacture for themselves, 
wheii^they can do it cheaper than they can 
import from Britain ; and, we, in this coun- 
try, with our scant and scattered population, 
that in the nature of things, ought to be em- 
ployed in clearing our forests, q^ the plough 
and the helm, are manufacturing for our- 
selves cheaper than we can import from En- 
gland. This non-importation of ours, throws 
thousands out of employment in England, 
and they must starve or apply for relief to 
the parish, where the poor rates often amount 
to half the income, and a population is sup- 
ported, or, at least, kept from actual starva- 
tion — in idleness, — ^who, but for war, might 
have supported themselves, and afforded a 
revenue to the state. 

To resort to loans in time of peace, is im- 
possible, for no one will lend ; and every new 
loan must make a new tax, the avails of 
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which are mortgaged to pay the interest of 
the loan ; and people, though they are willing 
to be taxed in war, are unwilling to be taxed 
in peace, and to resort to loans would only 
give temporary relief, like stimulants in a fe- 
ver, but would accelerate the catastrophe, 
and lay the heavier burthen on the next gen- 
eration. 

Thus Great Britain is pining away, with 
an internal consumption, which, unless spee- 
dily remedied by lessening her military and 
navcd cstablishmeBts, wliich are still enor- 
mous, will ere long prove fatal. And what 
has England got in exchange for her suffer- 
ings ? Why, glory. She has the glory of 
beating the French at Waterloo — of giving 
a princely estate to the hero of Waterloo, 
who thereby is enabled to gamble by thou- 
sands and tens of thousands, and whose pam- 
pered footmen, in their gold-laced livery, ri- 
ot in luxury while the industrious mechanic 
is starving, and if he cannot get a potatoe for 
his children's supper, may sing them to sleep 
with " The Battle of the Nile," and " Rule 
Britania." This may satisfy a poof man, 
while he is treated with processi'oixs and tri^ 
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uuiphs ; but in time of peace, must be dull 
music— and at any time strikes my ear like 
tbe piper's tune to his cow, when he had no 
hay for her* 

In the Edinburgh Review of Dr. Sebert's 
** Statistical Annals of the United States," 
there is an admonition to the Americans to 
abstain from martial glory. '' We can in- 
form them," says the reyiewer, " what are 
the inevitable consequences of being too fond 
of glory. Taxes upon every article which 
enters the mouth, or covers the back, or is 
placed under the foot — taxes upon every 
thing that is pleasant to see, hear, feel, smell, 
or taste — taxes upon warmth, light, and lo- 
comotion-r-taxes upon every thing on earth, 
and the waters under the earth— on every 
thing that comes from abroad, or is grown at 
home — ^taxes on the raw material — taxes on 
every fresh value that is added to it by the 
industry of men — ^taxes on the sauce which 
pampers man's appetite, and the drug which 
restores him to health— on the ermine that 
decorates the judge, and the rop«e which 
hangs the criminal — on the poor man's salt, 
and the rich njan's spice — on the brass nails 
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of the coffin, and the ribbands of the bride— 
at bed .or at board, couchant or levantt we 
iQust pay ! The school boy whips his taxed 
top— -the beardless youth manages his taxed 
horse with a taxed bridle, on a taxed road — 
and the dying Englishman, pouring his med- 
icine, which has paid seven per cent, into a 
spoon, which has paid fifteen per cent, flings 
himself back on his chintz bed, which has 
paid twenty per cent — makes his will on an 
eight pound [$35 52] stamp— expires, in the 
arms of an apothecary, who has paid one 
hundred pounds [$444 44] for the privilege 
of putting him to death. — His whole proper- 
ty is then taxed, from two to ten per cent, 
beside the probate. Large fees are demand- 
ed for burying him in tlie chancel ; his vir- 
tues are handed down to posterity on taxed 
marble ; and he is gathered to his fathers to 
be taxed no more.'* 

Now if my countrymen are willing to pay 
this price for ** the whistling of a name,*' let 
them double their trainings, elect a " milita- 
ry chieftain" to tl^e Presidency, erect mon- 
uments to military glory, mix military pa- 
rade with all their public celebYationf-^fime- 
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reed, agricultural, civil and literary : in short, 
elevate the sword above the gown, the mili- 
tary over the civil power, and I will war- 
rant them; not only all the penury, slavery 
and wretchednes, of the lower classes of Eu- 
rope, but also all the vice and profligacy, 
which is to be found in their jails, peniten- 
tiaries, hulks, transports, bridewells, new- 
gates, toll-booths and barracks. 



NO. 22. 
t6e wars of the OSAGESa '■ 

In reading an account of the military cus- 
toms of the Osages in l^e last Missionary 
Herald, 1 was much interested by the great 
similarity of feeling and character, which is 
exhibited by all savages, red or white, who 
make military glory thieir chief end and ob- 
ject. It shows that human nature, unenlight- 
ened by the Gospel, is the same in forest and 
city, and that the love of military fatme, — 
while it is the most baleful and destructive 

passion of the human mind, is also the most 
12 
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common, the most selfish, and th^ basest of 
all ; and to make lise of expressions already 
familiar to my readers, — differs, in savage 
and in civilized life, only as the uncouth and 
rusty tomahawk'differs from the bright and 
polished sword, the same in substance and in 
purpose ; or as the diamond, cut and polished 
by art, differs from the black and shapeless 
eoal ; though this may disgust, and that may 
dazzle, they are, as chemists inform us, of 
the same nature, and are ranked in the same 
genus. 

" They go to war in a body, but return sep- 
arately ; and their fighting is done in savage 
style. C^e attack during one campaign suf- 
fices, especially if they obtain a few scalps. 
They have too great an individual interest 
to admit of patrio^i^T.m. Every man has his 
personal glory to win, by killing an enemy ; 
so that where a warrior has obtained a single 
scalp, regarding it aska great deal of glory 
for him, he is ready to return." 

Let us note the similarity between the 
christian and pagan warrior., ** Their Aght" 
mg is done in. savage style.'* I should like 
to know what fighting is not done in saxtage 
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^$ty]e, and if it makes any difference to a dy- 
ing man, whether his heart be pierced by a 
bullet or an arrow : or whether he is stabbed 
by a dirk or a scalping knife. During the 
bombardment of Copenhagen, by the British, 
a shell fell into the house of a professor of 
the college, there, while he and his four ami- 
able and accomplished daughters were sitting 
at a table, aiid exploding, destroyed all five. 
The story was told me near the spot. I9 
there any thing more savage in Osage war- 
fare than this 1 Is there in nature a more 
lieart-rending sight than the body of a beau- 
tiful woman torn to pieces by the bursting of 
a bombshell, of four sisters and their father 
torn limb from limb, and the fragments min- 
gled in one promiscuous ruin 1 Kut this is 
civilized warfare : the British are Christians 
and the attack on Copenhagen was one of 
the mdst unjustifiable and unprovoked of any 
in history. 

Again *' one attack during one campaigix 
suffices'^ a victorious savage, i» which he is 
more moderate than the Christian warrior, 
who presses on' a defeated enemy, until, to 
use the martial term, they have annihilated 
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liim. '* Every man has personal glory to 
win, by killing an enemy," but more moder- 
ate than the Christian, and less blood-thirsty, 
one scalp suffices hin^ for one campaign. 

The road to honor is also the same witb 
white and red. ** This is by personal ex- 
ploits. Seven acts of personal prowess pre- 
scribed by custom, constitute the highest 
order or degree of honor and glory. They 
who have done these seven are entitled 
to th^ first place in the medicine ceremony. 
Each one is allowed to make his own state- 
ment, and it is received as true, unless some 
one is able to contradict it." Thus with us, 
when a man is ambitious of power, whether 
civil or military , he has only to league with 
others, to blow up a war, and then, when he 
has taken the seven scalps, he may claim the 
first place in the civil government : though 
he be as unfit for the station, as a boatswain 
of a man of war is to go supercargo ,of an In- 
diaman. '' Each one is allowed to make his 
own statement." Thus it is with us ; but if 
any one should dare to contradict our boast- 
ing statements, he is called a traitor to the 
country, and an. enemy to her glory. 
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" The leaders of a party neither shoot, nor 
'Strike. These are men whose glory has been 
established. They, therefore, order the at- 
tack : but they themselves keep back and 
give the youth an opportunity to acquire 
laurels." It is much so with us ; but there 
is some difference. The leading Osages have 
been renowned-in war,and taken many scalps 
and no one else pushes on a war, and compels 
others to iight. That arises from their hav- 
ing no agents nor contractors. These sava- 
ges make war for glory only, white with us 
civilized, the expectation of a profitable job, 
is often the cause of war. Napoleon acted 
"the Osage, to the life, at the battle of Water- 
loo. He had acquired enough of the glory 
of personal courage, at the bridge of Lodi : 
so he permitted his Cuirassiers, to gather 
laurels from the Scotch Greys, while he re- 
mained safe and snug behind the hills, out of 
the reach of cannon shot. 

The Osages have also religious forms on 

going to war, and if th^y had chaplain8,they 

would undoubtedly set them praying to God 

for r^ve to scalp their enemies. But ialieu 

of ehaplains, ^* Dreamers relate their dreams, 
12* 
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and conjurors ask counsel of the ^acred bird« 
which now they expose to view." They have 
also their regimentals, though without lace, 
but " They then paint their faces and tie 
their hair, the deer's tail" instead of an ep- 
aulet, on their shoulder. '* In the onset they 
raise the war-whoop," instead of military 
music. " On their return from war, they ap- 
proach the town with proud feelings, and the 
youth hold the dish from which they drink 
water. When his scalp is elevated on a pole, 
and preparations are making for the dance, 
the warrior walks the town, and seems to 
think there is none greater than himself," 
and this is their triumph. 

Thus in this plain and simple narrative we 
have the true origin of military glory, — a sav- 
age passion at the hest, and all that civiliza- 
tion has done in respect to it has only made 
some nonessential modifications : leaving the 
nature and substance the same. And yet 
Christians worship this Moloch. O, " tell it 
not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of 
Askelon," lest, the heathen and the infidel 
triumph. Yes Christians worship this ser- 
pent, in the y^ry templ^ of Jehovaht and yet 
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profess to b^ the disciples, imitators and fol- 
lowers of him, who laid down his life for 
enemies. . 



NO. 23. 



THS MILITIA SYSTEMr 



The annual return of trainings, muster* 
an8 reviews recalls to our mind the often 
asked, and never answered q)iestjioiH--Cid 
bono ? — ^What is the use of this annual ex- 
penditure of money, time and morals 1 When 
nearly all the world are at peace, and seem 
at length to have wisdom enough to wish to 
remain so, what is the use of^ stirring up, a 
martial, fighting, parading spirit in our youth, 
already sufficiently inclined to braggadocio 
and vain glory 1 

Is it to " repel invasion," when happily 
there is scarcely a spec of war in the hori- 
zoo 1 This is like the hero of La Mancha, 
burnishing up his old rusty armour, taking 
his Rosinaate from the plough, and going a- 
broad in search of broken bones, while all is 
peaceful and quiet about him. It is ft tnitbf 
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often repeated and universally acknowledge 
ed, that one fortnight^s training would fit our 
young men infinitely better, far the field of 
battle, than all they learn at our musters. 
Besides, it must be remembered, that, in case 
of foreign aggressions, there would be a stim- 
ulus to call our most able and actiye men in- 
to the militia ; which would then be well of- 
ficered : whereas, now, a man, who thinks a* 
ny thing of himself, will hardly <5ondescend 
to accept a commission ; and a militia titl« 
has beoome rather asligma than an honor. 
But in case of actual need of the militia, what 
shall we 'do with the present incumbents in 
office 1 Those of them who would do for the 
ranks would be exempt by their commissions, 
and those who are not would be excused from 
finding substitutes, and -then, to reduce or 
supercede them ni^ould be bad, as it would 
cause great disaifection, and to keep them 
would be worsen 

A nation, that has the physical force and 
the ** materiel" of war, will soon form a mi- 
litia much more efficient than we have at 
present, and avoid all the evils which attepd 
our trainings ai^l musters. 
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I 

Are the militia to " suppress insurrection 
and execute the laws 1" We remember bow 
well thej^ did that, in the whiskey insurrcc^ 
tioo, when the government had to organize a 
regular army, to oppose the " whiskey boys ;'* 
which cost the nation a million of dollars and 
Mr. Adams his presidency. Laws, which 
cannot be executed without a military force, 
ought never to be enacted by a republican 
government. We remember that the militia 
was called out by the Governor of Pennsyl- 
vania, to resist the government of the tJnited 
States ; We remember the threats of Vir- 
ginia^s *^ hutidred thousand bayonets ;'^ and 
Governor Troup's call to the militia of Geor- 
gia, to " stand by their arms," to oppose the 
laws of the general government, is too recent 
to be forgotten. I might give some instances 
hearer home, but I wish to avoid all appear-* 
ance of personality and party spirit. My 
countrymen, 1 tell you this solemn truth, that 
when you need the bayonet to execute your 
laws, ^ou are no longer fit to be a republic. 
The neck that wants a yoke will soon £md it. 
The nation that has not virtue enough to ex- 
ecute its laws by the help of the constable's 
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Staff and the sheriff's wand; but must call in 
' a military for^e, will soon have a " militar j 
chieftain" for its ruler, who will dispense 
trith the forms of election. 

When this country is conquered, it will be 
by itself. If it should ever be reduced to 
slavery, it will be by some Caesar, or Diony- 
sius, or Alcibiade^, or Napoleon, that she has 
nursed in her own bosom. No nation situa- 
ted like ours, ever lost its liberty by foreign 
conquest ; but many such nations have lost 
their liberty by encouraging a military spirit. 

When we look on a map of our country, 
we find it naturally divided into three parts, 
northern, southern, and Western : and these 
parts are held togetherby a slender tie. Sep- 
aration would be our ruin, — the grave of our 
national prosperity and happiness. ^' United 
we stand, divided we fall," is our motto. 

Now what is so likely to bring about that 
disastrous event as a military spirit f Let us 
look into our own history, and see what have 
been the dangers we have passed. From the 
insurrection of Daniel Shays, to the bluster- 
ing of Gov. Troup, all our dangers has orig- 
inated in a military spirit. Shays endeavor^ 
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«hd tb overawe the civil power by tke sword, 
— ^the Virginians boasted of their hundred 
thousand bayonets, — the whiskey boys organ- 
ized aiKtirmed opposition to government, and 
Gov.- Troup calls to the Georgians to stand 
by their arms. So far we have escaped seri- 
ous <evil. But let such another man as Troup 
be elected President of the United States,-— 
let two such characters, so circumstanced, 
come in opposition, — ^let the militia be called 
ou| to oppose the militia, — ^let blood once be 
shed, — ^then farewell peace ; farewell union ; 
farewell liberty. Then it will be found, that 
we have been whetting our knives &r the 
throats ' of our brethren, — that the military 
knowledge we have acquired is to he used for 
the destruction of our fellow citizens, — ^that 
the military spirit we have excited, far from 
-being satiated 'will be only the more inflamed 
by our country's blood, and like the enraged 
elephant, will trample in the dust those who 
have trained it to war. Once let our fellow 
citizens 'adopt the opinion, that the sword is 
to settle qaestions of right or of government, 
and excite in them a thirst for military glory, 
and, on the first occasion, we shall see armed 
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hosts set itt battle array on our now fruitful 
fields, and havoc, war and desolation inun- 
date our now happy country.' 

Plrejudices blind us when viewing truth in 
its application, — ^it is more clearly seen in the 
abstract. T^ke a family of sons, for instance, 
—let the father encourage them in holing, 
cudgel-playing and fencing, in order, as he 
thinks, to secure them against insult— let the 
honors of the family be conferred on the 
greatest adepts in these arts, and let it be in- 
culcated on their minds , constantly, that the 
most honorable and christianlike method of 
settling difficulties is by force ; and will any 
man deny, that, in case a dispute shodid arise 
among the brethren, they would '^e altt^geth- 
er more likely to settle it by the fist, the cudg- 
el, or the sword, than members of another 
family who should be taught, that such prac- 
tices are disgraceful, and that the only ration- 
al ^nd christianlike way of settling difficul- 
ties is by discussion and reference. 

A humorous story not long since appeared 
in the papers which i^ applicable to this 
case. A great cock fighter, who was to fight 
9k main of cocks with another amateur of this 
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kind of war an a small scale, and had kept 
his birds a long time in training, sent his ser- 
vant with them, some tniles, to the cockpit. 
Now Teague had put two cocks into one 
basket, and when he arrived at the ^ bloody 
arena,*' it was found, that they had pecked 
each other's eyes out, and were, to use a mil- 
itary teriu, completely " hors du conibat." 
On being reprimanded by his master, the 
honest Hibernian simply replied, '* Och f 
yoikr honor, as the birdies were to fight all 
on one side, I could^but think, as how, they 
would be paceable togither." We maylaugli 
at the Irishman's blunder, while we are com- 
mitting a similar one. We are teaching our 
young birds to fight, and history #ill tell 
whether they will be peaceable— if they are, 
they will be " rare birds." 

Now I am in a story teUing humor, I will 
«lose the present essay with a fable from 
£sop. A buck, that had lost one eye, kept 
Lis other always on the look otK, on the side 
on which he expected danger, but never on 
the other. A huntsman observing Xiwh WOlf. 

•B hiift^lind «Ld« and kiUed^ii^t. 
13 
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NO. 24. 

■tHB PULPIT STAIRS OF RURUTXJ. 

That man must be dead to eVery feeling of 
religion and philanthropy, who can read 
without emotion, the wonderful triumphs of 
the Christian religion in the late savage isl- 
ands of the Pacific ocean, now exhibiting the 
charming prospect of brethren dwelling to- 
gether in unity ; where so lately, brother was 
armed against brother, and war was the oc- 
cupation and delight of the whole male pop- 

«lation. 

If it be asked, what has effected this won- 
4erful change 1 the answer is qbvious— the 
Christian religion. But another question may 
be asked, which is not so easily answered : 
What is the reason, that the Christian rehg- 
ion has not effected a similar change, iu the 
character of the inhabitants of iiurope and 
America who have so long enjoyed it 1. What 
^ the reason, Jhat the Gospel of peace, which 
has been preached in Europe for almost eigh- 
teen centuries, has not had so great or so 
good an effect, as it has had, in eighteeR 
Heaths, in seme of these islands ? 



ITHS PULPIT STAIRS 9V RURUTU. 147 

* Fro^i the Missionary Herald of October, 
I make the following extract, from the speech 
of Mr. Ellis, missionary to the Society Isl- 
ands, delivered at a meeting of the British ' 
and Foreign Bible Society. » 

^' The alterations that have taken place, 
in their political economy and civil institu-^ 
tious, have been but the legitimate effects of 
the truth of the Bible on their minds, in 
which, through all the various relations they 
sustain in civil society, they are taught to do 
unto others as they would that, others shodld 
do to them. War^ the deUght of savinges, ha$ 
ceased: its ravages have been unknown since 
the principles of the Bible have prevailed 
among them. The last pulpit, that I ascend-* 
ed in the Society Islands, was at Rurutu, 
where the rails connected with the pulpit 
$tairs were formed of warriors* spearsJ^^ 

The inspired prophets, of ancient tinies, 
foretold that the time should come, when 
swords should be converted to plough shares, 
and spears to pruning hooks — when the im" 
plements of war, no longer used for slaugh- 
ter, should be used to till the ground — as has 
lieen actually the case in these Islands : but 
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that ■' warriors' spears" should be used a» a 
material, in constrooting a temple for the 
worsliip of God, jseems indeed to exceed tba 
promise. , 

Has the Christian reiig^on e£fectt»d wxy 
such changes in Europe ? No. We find, in- 
deedy worriers speixrs in the temple of the 
God of Peace; but, we find them plaeed 
diere, not as useless instruntents of war, con- 
verted to a nsefiil purpose, but, as proud 
trophies of war-^*«s an insult to the feelings 
of bther nations, in time of peace, and engen- 
dering that martial pride and vain glory on 
one side, and that mortified pride, rancour 
and animosity on the other, which are the 
fruitful sourees of war. 

But, to return to our question. — ^What is 
the reason of the different results of preach- 
ing the same Gospel t I shall attempt a so- 
lution of this important question^ while I la- 
ment that I have not sufficient leisure, to 
pursue the investigation, in the manner that 
its importance demands. > 

In tracing this subject, I must except two 
or three of the first centuries cilf the Cristian 
era, when the gospel was preached in its pa- 
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rity bj the apostles and their immediate suc- 
cessors ; when, as I have abundantly shown 
in former essays, war was the abhprrence of 
all christians, and many suffered martyr- 
dom, rather than engage in the unholy call- 
ing. 

After this period, let us first notice the 
chiiracter of the preachers of the Gospel. 
These were often ** booked apostles."— 
Knights and military chieftains, with the 
sword in one hand and the crucifix in the 
other, followed by ignorant monks, with 
their rosaries, reliques and holy water, and 
these again by the inquisition, with fire and 
faggot, rack and wheel. " The spirit which 
worketh in the children of disobedience^^ 
seemed to have taken possession of the body 
of religion, and warriors went forth tor con- 
vert infidels, and from that time to the pres- 
ent, from the cross of Constantino and its 
famous motto, to the inscription of ** God 
and Liberty," on Captain Porter's newly 
erected standard, in South America, religiom 
has been made a tool in the hands of warlike 
and ambitious men, who have '* lorded it 

/ over God's heritage/' by the power of the 
18* 
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sword, or imposition on the ip:norance of the 
people. No wonder that war and bloodshed, 
murder and desolation, should be the fruits. 
Compare the character of these promuli^- 
tors of the gospel with that of our present 
missionaries, and yoq^ will find it as different 
as the result of their labours. I do not say, 
that all the propagators of the gospel, in the 
midjdle ages of Christianity, were of this char- 
acter, but many of them : on the continent 
of Europe, most of them — and in the north- 
ern parts all of them were such. 

We next come to consider the character of 
the people, to whom this Gospel — which in- 
deed was not the gospel of Christ, but *' an- 
other gospel," was preached. These were 
idolaters, worshipping graven images, repre- 
senting 

" Godg partial, cbaogeful^ passionate, unjust, 
Wbose attributes were rai^e, revenge and lust." 

In this respect there is an exfict ' similitude 
lietween t^em and the islanders. The differ- 
enee could, therefore, not have been in the 
snhjects of conversion, but in the manner of 
preaching, or rather the Gospel preached* The 
Qkristian Adtk had hem changed from that 
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** once delivered to the saints." Anxious to 
make converts, the preachers accommodated 
the precepts of Christ to the customs of their 
hearers ; and the opinions of the Platonic 
and Peripatetic philosophers, were grafted 
oB the Christian religion, while its peaceable 
principles were made to give way to the mar- 
tial spirit of the age : images of the Virgin 
and of the saints, were substituted for gods 
and goddesses — and it is said, though I doubt 
it, in some instances, the images were only 
christened by a new name, and an ojid, long- 
headed -Jupiter, made a very good St. Peter, 
and that too, without turning him out of his 
temple — ^which was dedicated anew, to a god 
of their own fancy, and thus a change took 
place only in name. A love of military glo- 
ry, which had been the ruling passion with 
heathens, continued its rule after these hea- 
thens had passed through the ceremony of 
baptism. An union took place between the 
god of war, and what teas called, the Church 
of Christ. But this was not the true church, 
«* the Lamb's wife,** but the red harlot of sev- 
en hills, that had assumed her name, and 
from the effect of the intoxication of whose 
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cup, of which all the kings of the eartK 
draak, the nations have not yet entirely re- 
eovered. 

Whea swarms of Goths and Vandals, from 
the ** northern hive," overran the Christian 
world, Christianity was already corrupted, 
and these barbarians were converted to the 
Christian faith, more by accommodating that 
faith to the customs of the worshippers of 
Odin and Thor, than by preaching the Gos- 
pel of Peace in its purity. 

A long age of darkness succeeded, when 
war was the order of the day ; and when the 
light of the reformation dawned on a be- 
nighted world, it could not have been expect- 
ed, that all the shadows would at once flee 
away. We derived our religion from our an- 
cestors, rather than, like the islanders of the 
Pacific, from the Gospel, and, of course, we 
have inherited their prejudices ; but, we have 
been gradually going on in reformation, and 
we have reason to hope, that that reforms 
tion will progress, until the purity of the 
iif St professors of Christianity, shall prevail 
over the whole earth, and the custom of war 
be abolished along with slavery und popery. 
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But to return to the islands of the Pacific, 
we see there the Christian religion preached 
in all its primitiye simplicitj and purity. No 
favour is shewn to the previous religion of 
the natives. Their customs, manners, practi- 
ees, are all condemned and reprobated, and 
w^ see the consequences. ** The word of 
God is quick and powerful, and sharper than 
anj two edged sword, piercings even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit." Every 
thing is changed. What was their glory, is 
now their shame. War has ceased : and the 
warrior's spear, now valuable only for its 
materials, taken to plant potatoes and^ rail 
the pulpit stairs. 

In view of these facts, what ought to be, 
the reflections of professing Christians, in 
this favoured land ? How are their virtues 
eclipsed by these tawny sons of the " farther- 
most isles !" Is the gospel preached to us 
in its purity ? If so, why not the same re- 
suSs ? Why this hum of busy preparation 
for war 1 Why, in time of profound peace, 
do we se^ Christians — yes professors — ^buck- 
ling on their armour, and perhaps spending 
the Sabbath eve in preparation for the Mon- 
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daj's muster ? Some in regimentals and with 
artns, passed my house on the Sabhath for 
the muster field-^-^but these could hardly be 
.Christians. 

If, indeed, we believe like some, that men 
are without souls, and that they perish like 
the horses, that rush with them into the dead- 
ly conflict, we might console ourselves with 
the reflection, that their sufierings are soon 
to end, and therefore to eflect a pacific 
change, is hardly worth the effort. Or if we 
believe that mankind are not moral agents, 
and that they are hurried on \}j a fatal neces- 
sity to blood and slaughter, that their car- 
cases may feed the vuhure and the wolf, we 
might despair of effecting a change. -. 

Or if we thought, that warriors^ while agi- 
tated by all the most direful passions, and 
those passions heightened into madness by 
the intoxicating dr^lught of mixed rum and 
gun-powder — which, worse than the fabled 
cup of Circe, transforms them not into brutes 
merely, but into devils — and breathing out 
revenge and wrath, and dealing death and 
destruction — ^in this state, while their bodies 
. are shiverei to utom* by the bsrsting of a 
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bomb, or flung into ]the air by the springing^ 
of a mine, their souls ascend to the blibsful « 
seats of paradise, to enjoj the smiles of that 
God who t5 love J and to hear the joyful sen- 
tence of *• Come ye blessed of my Father ;" 
and so, at once^ be transformed into angels 
of light. I say, were these our sentiments, 
we might glory in war as the noblest employ* 
ment of man, kindly hastening his fellow 
creatures to eternal happmess ; and might 
imagine, that God had set the Devil to do the 
work of Grabriel — ^that a battle was the har- 
vest of 'Heaven, and the reaping of it com- 
mitted to Moloch. 

But for those, who believe that the wicked 
shall he turned into hell — ^that they shall hear 
the dreadful sentence, depart from me ye cur" 
sed into everlasting Jire, prepared for the dev- 
il and his angels — ^that they shall go away in* 
to everlasting punishment'— -where their worm 
dieth not and their fire shall never be quench* 
ed — and shall awake to shame and everlasting 
contempt-^unto the resurrection of damnation 
— where shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth 
—•that murderers shaU have their part in the 
lake that bumeth with fire trnd hrimstone— 
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that the smoke of their torment ascmdeth up 
foretell and ever — and that thej shall go into 
heUt f^to the Jire that never shall be quenched 
* — I say, how is it [lossihle for those who be* 
lieve those truths, so often repeated in the 
Bible, to approve of war on any account, or 
of declaring and waging war for any consid^ 
eration whatever. 

O the tremendous consequences of a sin- 
gle battle ! how must it people the abodes of 
misery with friends and foes ! We are com- 
manded to pray for our enemies : how can 
we then glory in sending them to h^ll ! 

What responsibility rests on those persons 
who believe these truths, and yet stir not a 
finger to assist th^ cause of " peace on earth 
and good, will toward men !" '' To him who 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, it is 
sin." Especially, what awful responsibility 
rests on those ministers, who from fecar of 
many shun to declare the whole counsel of God 
—•how inconsistent their conduct ! But in- 
consistency is peculiar to no sect ; for while 
some orthodox believers oppose the princi- 
ples of peace, some universalists give thetn 
their hearty approbation and concurrence. 
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I«OT£S* or A SERMON ON THE PRINCIPLES OF 

. THE P,£ACE SOCIETIES, PREACHED IN ENG- 

^ LAND, BY A, BAPTIST MINISTER, FEB. 17, 

.182^. 

It is pleasing to observe that in Europe^ 
•and particularly in Great Britain,. all denom- 
inations unite in the great cause of pemia- 
nent and universal peace. In the late reports^ 
from that country, we find that the offices of 
many of the societies are filled by ministers of 
dilSerent sects, so that the episcopalian can 
unite with the independent, and both with 
the baptist and, methodist, in forwarding the 
great and glorious work. 

The limits of a newspaper essay wiTI not 
allow us to give the whole of this interesting 
sermon, nor to touch on another sermon, ou 
the same subject, delivered at the same place 
by the same .preacher ; find some of the most 
interesting parts of that which we now quote 
naust be omitted, on account of the intimfilte 
connexion which binds them to the whole. 
The following are less connected, and there- 
in 
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fore lose less of theif force by being extract^ 
ed. 

The text was from Bom. xii. 19. 

Dearly beloved, avenge not yoursehfts, hut 
rather give place unto wrath ; for it is torttten^ 
Vengeance is mine; I mU repay , saith the 
Lord. 

" The common appeal to the sword, in na* 
tional disputes, is quite as absurd as it is cru- 
el, because the strongest party must prevail, 
not those who were first injured or consider- 
ed themselves aggrieved. It is a common 
representation, that war is necessary to re- 
dress our wrongs. Butwrhat wrongs are thus 
redressed ? How does this sovereign reme- 
dy operate ? — Wrongs are thus increased, 
and mutual injuries are thus multiplied, the 
guilty in most cases escape, while the inno- 
cent inhabitants of each country are ravag- 
ed, plundered, and murdered, under pretence 
of retaliation! If our enemies are so guilty 
as to deserve death, their souls must be in 
an awfol condition in the sight of Ood. And 
is it not dreadfbl to cut off the soul from life 
without time for repentance ? If others tri- 
i# with ^enh ^iljiiiipr««at# cvrsea mm tkem. 
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no Christian eao, on his own prinetpies and 
his own hope of salvation, lightly esteem the 
immortal part of his fellow men ; but, under 
a de^ sense of its value, be ready to endure 
all things for its salvation. 

It is in vain to talk of glory, and boast of 
our own proud pre*eminence among the na- 
tions, in doing that which is impious in the 
sight of God. Perhaps, the love of .war, and 
the readiness of all ranks to support it, may 
be the principal cause of our present depres- 
sion and sufferings. We have distrusted and 
dishonoured God, and he justly permits us 
to feel the consequences of despising his ad- 
monitions. If we are to bear personal inju- 
ries with piety toward God and faith in his 
declarations of regard as our Judge and 
Lawgiver, will it not appear more impious 
to engage in the quarrels of others ? To sell 
body and soul for the murder of our fellow- 
men at tiie will of others ? To carry deso- 
lation and misery among thousands at what 
time and place, and in what way, others may 
choose to appoint ? — But this consent is call- 
ed national^ and individuals engaged in it are 
not responsible for its justipei Of what the» 
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(kre nations leompoied but of individuals t 
Or arfe rational creatures willingly to be- 
coime the senseless tools of death and des- 
truction without inquiry ! At least war ie 
expedient, it is said, to carry off the yi^ious 
part of human society. What cruelty is here 
developed, in sending the sinner to certain 
destruction, instead of attempting his refor- 
mation ! This is creating a place of deprav- 
ity and torment for the vicious, with more 
than Satanic ingenuity; because a -man is 
wicked, we authorise him to become sfill 
mere so, and at the same time secure the des- 
truction of body and soul ! Yet this . senti- 
ment is unblushingly held by professed 
Christians, ft would be easy, however, to 
prove the fallacy .of this argument ^r fact. 
War is the most dreadful means of^demoral- 
izing the human mind, and for one person 
of a vicidus kind lemoved from society, two 
have been created,- at the expense, of mtll- 
ions of innocent victimi^, and of the public 
treastiry. The practice d^ War has the sanc- 
tion of nations universally ; eveil those call* 
ed Christian's, are, perhaps, the most active 
in its support. What does this proVe, brtt 
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the total and universal depravity of all men, 
and that the genius of Christianity is yery 
little understood by its professors ? It shows 
us the necessity of greater exertion than has 
ever yet been made to dissipate the dreadful 
delusion, which, Uke a dense vapour from 
the bottomless pit, has long rested on the 
surface of the whole earth, and prevented 
the rays of truth and benignity from reach- 
ing the eyes of the benighted inhabitants. 
And how is this to be effected, but by the ex- 
ertions of those Christians who see the evil? 
Let us not contemplate the direful scene, 
without attempting, at least, "the rescue of a 
few from the mass of splendid victims, led 
to immolation on such an altar. If any are 
tempted to think their individual eflforts too 
f<^eble to effect any thing in so mighty a 
cause, let them remember, that the way in 
which God always works the great changes 
of human society, is by gradual steps, and in- 
dividual means. True Antinomianism, is lea- 
ving the work to God, without attempting 
our share, as means in his hands and under 
his blessing. This is to sit down with mere 

wishes, and sigh i» despair ©f eueh a change. 
14* 
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It was not thus that the Slave Trade was 
abolished, (though yet alas ! but too partial- 
ly.) It was not thus Christian missions to 
the heathen were established. Neither is it 
thus that the system ol war will cease from 
among men. 

On the whole, then, it seems evident that 
War is opposed to the temper and spirit of 
Christianity. It stands in contrast with the 
conduct of the Divine Being towards us 
^V-hilst enemies, and injurious. It is contra- 
ry to the doctrine and exam pip of Jesus 
Christ. It is .opposed to the precepts of the 
apostle. It defeats our hope of forgiveness 
with God. It reverses the design of the gos- 
pel, and converts the earth into a dreadful 
prototype of4;he inferit&l regions. 

But it is asked, What interest have we 
humbled and obscure individuals in this sub- 
ject ? Let these representations be made to 
our rulers, and men of influence in society, 
then may we hope for some good to arise 
from' them. Do not undervalue your ability 
to assist in this good work — ^you have more 
interest in it than perhaps you are aware of. 
■'^^e wish you to examine the sul)|ect your- 
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selves, and become well acquaitvted with its 
import and bearing on the good of mankind. 
yVe wish you not to sanction the pageant- 
ry of War; — ^teach your children to love 
peace and to abhor the war system ; — spread 
these views around you in society, and pray 
constantly to God for the entire abolition of 
war." 

The reader may see, that the same senti- 
ments which are proclaimed by the friends 
of peace in this country, are re-echoed back 
from Great Britain ; and not on\f so, but 
their peace society is much more active and 
efficient than our own, though founded at 
the same time. They have almost fifty aux- 
iliaries — they have more funds— they stereo- 
type their tracts — they translate them into 
foreign languages and disperse them all over 
the world. They go further also than we in 
another particular. They condemn all war, 
in every form, whereas we h&ve left the sub- 
ject of defensive war untouched— convinced 
that when offensive walr is abolished, defen- 
sive wiars will cease of course. 

•If this able writer calls on "humble and 
obscure individuals," to interest themselves 
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in this important concern,^ in a country 
where they hare no vote, bow much more im- 
portant is it, to call on such, in a couutrj- 
where the vote of an humble and obscure in- 
dividual counts as .much as a nabob's ! 

The best method, to teach our children to 
love peace and abhor the war system — to spread 
these views around society is, for all, whose 
minds are enlightened, to become members 
of peace societies — ^to purchase and read 
their tracts— -to put them into the hands of 
their children, and distribute them abroad. 
How those who are friendly to our causet 
and yet fold their arms and do nothing to as- 
sist us, can reconcile their conduct to their 
consciences, I am at a loss to conceive. 



NO. 26. 

THE SENTIMENTS OP VOLTAIRE ON WAR. 

The Frenchman, whose name stands at 
the head of this paper, was a man of rare tal- 
ents and great intellectual acquriement^ 
Bat wUh "^he heart man hdieveth unto right-- 
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Musnessi'^ andv had his heart been right before 
Oodf he <wxHikl aot have incurred the execra- 
timi of ail good men ; aor would his deatb- 
bed have been haunted with those agoniz- 
ii}g reflections, which .accompanied 4tie flight 
of his rtslttctant spirit, from its frail tene- 
ment. ■ 

Voltaire was no worse, by nature, than 
others ; and if any think themselves better, 
let them tkcmk God who hath made them to 
differ, * He was born amid the mammory of 
the *papal superstition, and had strength of 
mind enough to despise it — an^, as men are 
^rone to go from one- extreme to the other, 
he became an infidel. Had he been born in 
this country, he might have graced a pulpit. 
While we shun his scepticism, let us profit 
by his acute observations. The reproaches 
of an enemy are wholesome applications, 
'though mixed wfth gall — and thiey make us 
impart, only where the skin is olT. He ob- 
serves — 

" Famine, the plague, and war, are the 
three most famous ingredients in this Ibwer 
world. Under famine may be classed all the 
•noxious foodfe, which want obHges us to have 



166 BENTIMBNTS OF TOLTAIRB. 

recourse to, thud shortening oar life, while 
we hope to support it. Jn the pla^e are in- 
<duded all contagious diy^emperS) and these 
are not less than two or three thojusand. 
These two gifts we hold from Providence : 
but War, in which all those gifts are concen- 
trated, we owe to the fan(5y of two or three 
hundred persons, scattered over the surface 
of the globe, under the name of princes and 
ministers. The most hardened flatterer will 
allow, th^t war is ever ^attended with plague 
and famine, especiaUy, if he has seen the 
military hospitals of Germany, or passed 
through some villages? where some notable 
feat of arms has been performed." 

Our author then mentions spme of the an- 
cient wars, most of which were without even 
a pretext ; and proceeds to modern wars, 
and exposes the frivolous causes of most of 
them, in which a sovereign arms bis whole 
kingdom against another, and then he con- 
tinues : — 

** He instantly picks up a multitude of 
m^n, who have nothing to do, nor nothing te 
lose ; clothes them with coarse blue clpth, 
puts on them hats bound with coarse white^ 
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worsted ; ittakes them turn to the right and 
left, and thus marches them away to glory ! 
Other princes, on this armament,^ take part 
in hf to the .best of their alnlity, and soon 
opver a small extent of country, with more 
hireling murderers, than 6engis*Kan, Tam- 
erlane, and Bajazet had at their hefls. Peo- 
ple, at no small distance, on hearing that 
lighting is going forward, and that if they 
would make one, there are fiye or six sous 
a day for them, immediately divide into two 
bands, like reapers, and go and sell their ser- 
vices, to the first bidder. These multitudes 
furiously butcher one another, not only with- 
out having any concern in the quarrel, but 
witfaoht so much as knowing what it is 
about. 

*' An odd circumstance, in this infernal 
enterprise, is, that every chief of those ruf- 
fians has his coloiirs consecrated, and sol- 
emQly prays to. God, before he goestodes- 
troy hia Qeigh)>our* If the slain in battle do 
mot exceed two or three thouscuid, the fortu- 
Bate commander does not think it worth 
thanking €rod for, but if, beside killing ten 
er twelve thousand men, he has been so iar 
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fkvoUred by heaven, aa, totally to 0e$troj 
some jeniark«J»le plaee« then 4 tt^rbose 
hymn [ike masfij is suug. * * * «/IU| cour* 
tiers pay .a certain nuiober of otfators, tq cel- 
ebrate these sanguinary aetionst * * * They 
are all very long winded la their harrangues^ 
* • ^ Bfit, IB not ODO of -all thtse discoui^s* 
es, has the orator the spiiit lo animadTert on 
waTythat scourge and crime that. includes all 
others. Put together all the vices of all ages 
and places, and n^ver will they con»e up to 
the mischiefs and enormities of one cam-^ 
paign. 

<< Ye bungling soul physicians! to bellow 
fbt an hour ahd more, agaii^t a few flea* 
bited» and not say a word about that horrid 
distemper which tears us to pieces ! Burn 
your books, ye moralisisig philosophers! 
Whilcrt the honour of a few shall malte it an 
act of loyalty to butcher thoosandi of our fel* 
low creatures, the part of nrankind dodieated 
to heroism Will be tho moi^t eteevubie imd 
destmctive moni^tets in dl nature. Of what 
arail is hiiibanity, benevolence* modeifty, 
temperance, mildness, disci^tion and piety! 
when half a ponndl of l««d, dtsdhar^ at tht 
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distcMice of si^ hundred paces, shatters mj 
body : when I expire, at the age of twenty, 
under pains unspeakable, and amidst thoa- 
aandsin the sanie miserable condition«-<-i¥hen 
my eyes at their last opening, see my native 
town aU in a blaze, and the last soonds I 
hear, are the §hrieks and groans of women 
and children, expiiing among the ruins i" 

Ah ! when shall Christc^ndom wipe away 
the reproaches cast on it hy infidels and pa- 
gans ! When will the followers of the meek 
i(nd lowly Jesus understand his precepts and 
conform to his example 1 



NO. 27.' 

*' THE PROFESSION OF ARMS" AS A TRADE. 

This is a subject, which I am sensible, 
must be handled with ther utmost caution, 
lest in my zeal to forward the best interest of 
my fellow creatures, I should wound the feel- 
ings of some humane and generous soul, who 
under the influence of early prejudice, has 

taken up, as a trade to get a living by, a ^re-^ 
15 
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fession, the practice of which is closely astio* 
ciated with sighs and tears, injustice and op* 
pression, robberj^'and murder. 

It has been hinted to me, bj friends, that 
some of my previous remarks on the milita- 
ry profession, have given offence by their se^ 
verity. It is my opinion, that this miscoa- 
ception arises from want 'of discrimination} 
which it has been my constant study to make 
apparent ; but it is next to impossible, to 
make a thing so plain, that prejudiced eyes, 
which see erery thing obliquely, will see it 
clearly. My remarks have, generally, been 
applicable to the profession of arms as a 
trade, or occupation, in which I sxa free to 
acknowledge, there may be generous, benev- 
olent, and I may add, 49trange as it may ap- 
pear, christian men engaged, who hove car- 
ried on the trade of war, with as little reflec- 
tion as the benevolent Newton carried on the 
slave trade. Whoever has seen his reflectipiis 
on that abominable traffic, written in the latter 
part of his life, wiU see how much his opin- 
ions changed, and we have witnessed a like 
change in soq;ie men of the military profes- 
sion, and hope to witness many more. The 
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reader may perhaps recoUect a former no- 
tice of a British officer, who lately Tesign* 
ed bis eomxnission and its emolumentB/froni 
a convictioa, that the practice aj war is ipi- 
compatible with a. christiofi profession. A 
Freueh officer, also, who served with credk 
under Bonaparte, has been convinced by 
reading the tracts of the British Peace Soci- 
aty, and has become ^n advocate for peace, 
to use his own ' words *'in defiance of the re^ 
membrance of his former profession, — ^in de- 
fiance of all the seductions which attend mil- 
itary glbry.'l 

'*^Let it be remembered that to bestow 
good names on bad things is to give them a 
passport ip the world, under a delusive dis- 
guise." (Knox's Essays, No. 34..) The glit- 
ter and applause, which have accompanied 
all sttocesalul wars, however unjust^ has been 
the main spring of war, and it is chiefiy be- 
'Cause the profes^on of arms, afler having 
passed tliroug)^ certain formula, which is of- 
ten the only thing that distinguishes it from 
highway robbery, is considered almost uni- 
versally honourable, that wars have continu- 
ed from generation to, generation* It is truQ, 
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i hare endeavoured to apply the toQehfltooe, 
to the gUtteritig hliblbments of war, c^nd it is 
perhaps, impoaiifolei tn siicH an attempt to 
avoid the imputation of severity. 

I have, generally, avoided all personalitj. 
But, it must be remembered, that in step- 
ping forward, to advocate the cause of peace, 
I have not lost the privilege 6f a cifizc^n of a 
free republie; and that public characters are 
a fair object of public observation. Nor am 
I without precedent and example, in the 
meek ami benevolent Saviour, who reproved 
the chief men among his people, to the face. 
True, I do not, like him, know their hearts, 
and I do not like him, judge their hearts — ^rt 
is of their actions only, that I judge. 

I have been led, at this time, to these re- - 
flections, by reading Com. Porter's letter to 
the lELoTLm Mr. Dtckerson, and the following 
paragraph in particular :-» 

•SThe profession of arms h&s never beeil' 
deemed dishonbui'able, and-Vhethier I go to 
learn it, or to teach it, malignity alone, can 
find cause, to censure me." 

I must allow, that, in common with my 
Saviotir^ with the apostles and primitive 
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Christians, with many respectable sects of 
modern Christians,^ and with a great and in- 
creasing portion of my fellow citizens, I 
must bear the brave Commodore's reproach 
of malignity. I do indeed consider it, as one 
of the greatest misfortunes which ever befel 
human nature, and one of the strongest evi- 
dences of its depravity, that a man, who 
** sells his blood for drachmas,'* who draws 
his sword, in almost any cause, in which he 
has a hope of pay, plunder and glory, should 
be esteemed an honourable man. Were it 
not for such men, tyrants would want tools 
to work with, and oppression and war would 
cease. 

The professed soldier, whatever, he may 
. boast of his patriotism, prefers his own hon- 
our to the honour of his country. Hence j let 
the exigency be ever so greats he resigns his 
commission, if superseded, and if insulted, 
by an offic'<&r of equal rank, does not fail to 
challenge him to. mortal combat, by which 
. he mc^ dephve his country of the services 
of both. 

Should a man,, who follows the profession 

of arips, "feeling power and forgetting 
15» ^ 
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right/' trample on the laws of nittions^ and 
put his countrf to the dilemma of ehoosing 
injustice and war, or apology and peace, and 
let him be barely reprimanded and suspend- 
ed, though allowed full pay during his sus- 
pension, then he thinks himself degraded^ 
and, in the language of Porter, exclaims, 
" Farewell country, farewell friends, fare- 
iitrell erery blessing thai -this life and this 
country can afford, if the enjoyment of tbem 
is enly to be purchased, by degradation." He 
begins by calling his country ungratefiil 
and unjust — and ends, perhaps, lihe Corio- 
lanus and Arnold, by joining her enemies. 

A little incident, which happened, almost 
under my own observation, in New York, 
will show the gallant Commodore's respect 
for patriotism. When the declaration of 
War arrived. Porter gave leave, to all the 
Englishmen on board his ship, to leave her. 
This- was well. So far for profession. Now 
for practice. A poor simple British seaman 
stepped forward, and declared that, he could 
not, in conscience, fight against his country. 
Was " his passport made, and crowns for 
convoy put into his purse r* No. ISiepoor 
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lellow, after utanding a burst df ridicule and 
opprobrium, was tarred and feathered, and 
then turned ashore, which had a happy et- 
isdt on the rest of his countrymen on board. 
So much for the Commodore's Botion of pat- 
riotism. Perhaps he may find the trial of 
his own patriotism ere long. Should a war 
break out betweev Mexico aad the United 
States, would the gallant Commodore be cov- 
ered with tar and feathers, for refusing to 
fight ** against his native country, or with 
gold and glory, by the capture of our mer- 
chantmen.'' I fear, his patriotism, Would not 
stand the test of such an ordeal. 

The gallant Commodore once abused an 
American of a British whaler, and called 
him a renegado, barely because he had enter- 
ed into the English whale fishery. ' If the 
man who hires himself out to kill whales, is 
a renegado, what shafl we call that person 
who hires himself out to kill men ? 

To quote the language of Dr. Franklin, 

. ^' There neyer was a good war, nor a bad 

peace." Yet. " continuance to the war" is 

a standing toast, timong military men. The 

fact is» their interest and the interest df the 
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country are ot rariance i they jQourish, whes 
their conntrj suflfers. I recollect having 
heard a British officer, exulting at the news 
of a sanguinary Jbattle, ezelai^, " Oh» how 
many promotions! what a fine chance for 
young officers." Perhaps he would have 
1>een satisfied, had he been at the battle of 
Albuera, during the late war of the Peninsu- 
la. Houghton's brigade, entered the field, 
1,400 strong ; and, though victorious, lost 
1,050 men killed and wounded. ** This 
brigadge went into action in the forenoon, 
led by a major-generaly with its due propor- 
tion of field officers and captains. I saw it, 
at three in the afternoon :— a captain com- 
manded the brigade ; the 59th and 48th reg- 
iments were commanded by lieutenants, and 
the junior captain of the 29th regiment was 
senior effisetive officer of his corps*." [iSec- 
oUeetions afthe Pentnstib, p. 157.] What a 
fine chance for the promotion of young offi- 
cers was here ! 

The opinions of military men, as it res- 
pects civil liberty 9 may be learned from spme 
of their leading characters. Frederick the 
#reat, with whom I have an increasing ao- 
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quaintanee^ when he heard of the petitions 
and remonstranceB, which the British «a\h 
jeets boldly presented to the king ; was 
heard to Exclaim, *' Ah ! Whj am not 1 tkdtt 
IflngT-^i^th an hundred thousand of Euy 
troops, I'ound the throne, and a score or two 
of execuHoneri in mj train, I Would soon 
make these proud islanders as dutiful as they 
are brave, and myself th^ first monarch lA 
the universe." Las Cases gives us the opin- 
ion of his master, on this subject : '' Ai^r 
air,, said the Emperor j in order to gover«, it 
i^ necessary to be a military man — one c«ca 
only rule in boots and spurs." [/otintii/, 
part 4, p. 147.} 

Soldiers of fortune often make the love 
of liberty a pretence for engaging in W^ar. 
But, they are, generally, as willing to fight 
on the side ef despotism, if the. prospect of 

pay, plunder and glory, be as great, and, 

« 

therefore, we find kings and despots have Ho 
lack of these mercenaries, ds they are techm- 
cally called, provided they c&Ui wring oloney 
enough out of their subjects to pay them. 
Witness the Hesmati ofiicers, in the pay of 
6reorge dd, fightiilg againsl oni^ liberQr, 
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WitnesB the French officers, who, for loye of 
libertj, conquered half Europe, now in the 
pay of the Pacha of Egypt and the Grand 
Sultan, and who had the human plunder, the 
women* and children of itl-fated Missolong- 
hi, shared' among them, to satiate their lust; 
and last, though not least on the other side, 
the gallant Cochrane — not of Maine — ^biit 
once a noble lord of E^igland^ convicted of 
an attempt to swindle on the stock exchaige, 
who having -been degraded from his lordly 
station, all at once, becomes enamoured of 
bberty and equality, and goes out to South 
America, to asnst the republicans ;^ and boir 
well he fought, let ' our insurance offices tell. 
We next fiod him in the pay of the^ emperor 
of Brazil, and now won again, by the charms 
of liberty, with whom he seems to have act- 
ed the part of a male coquette, and by Ji$r 
dowry of 3(^,000 pounds sterling, equal to 
I33k000 dollars, (a pretty sun for a broken 
8tock«jobber,) which he is to receive for hi« 
services, beside his plunder and glory. He 
must love the Greeks dearly , and the Greeks 
have dearly bought him. The Pacha of 
Sgypt has offered 20,000, to whoever will 
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take him prisoner : he had better offer 
200,000 dollars to Cochrane himself, if (he 
wants him. Many similar instances of he- 
roes changing sides for greater paj rush on 
my memory, but I forbear, lest mj indigna- 
tion get the better of my judgment — and I 
fear, I ha?e already betrayed too much as- 
perity, though, in all I have written, " noth- 
ing is exaggerated, nor ought set down in 
malice ;'' and beside, it must be recollected, 
that I am now speaking onfy of military adr 
venturers. If other military gentlemen choose 
to associate with thent, and accept offices 
under* them, they must share their disgrace : 
a man is known by the coriipany he keeps. 

FinaUy, to . repeat the sentiment, that I 
h«ve often arowed, I consider a mercenary 
soldier — whether lord or cobbler by trade — 
whether a field marshal or a bugler— who 
hires himself out to the highest bidder, no 
better than an assassin or a highway robbei' ; 
and that he never ought to be admitted with- 
in the pale of civilized society, and it would[ 
be well for the peace and happiness of man- 
kind if all the world were of tb« Mm« opinion. 
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NO. 98. 

aBNVIMBNTS 0^ DR. FlUNKLm, ON WAK. 

' • • • 

The following extract will shew the opin- 
ion of this eminent statesman and philanthro- 
pist, on the custom of war. 

" By the original law of nations, war and 
extirpation were the punishments of injury. 
Humanieing by degrees, it admitted slavery 
instead of death : a further step Mras the ex- 
change of prisoners instead of slavery ; an- 
othojc. to respect more the property of pri- 
vate persons under conquest, and be content 
with acquired dominion. Why should not 
this law of nations go on improving ? Ages 
have intervened between its several steps ; 
but as knowledge of late increases rapidly, 
why should not those steps be quickened ? 
Why should it not be agreed to as the future 
law of nations, that in any war bereafter'the 
following description of men should be usdis- 
turbed, have the protection of both sides, and 
be permitted to follow their employments 
with security ? — ^viz. 

1* GultivatoM of the earth, because tliey 
labor foriihe subsistence of mankind. 



iL Fiffherraen, tor the same reasoB. ^ 
' 8. Merchants and traders in unarmed 
«hips, who accommodate different xiations by 
commuiiicating and exchanging the necessih 
ries and conveniences of life» 

4. Artists and Mechanics iahabitiBg and 
-working in open towns. 

It is hardly necessary to add, that the ho** 
pitals of enemies should be unmolested-— 
4hey ought to be assisted. It is for the inteiv 
est of humanity in general that the occasions 
of war,, and the inducements to it, should bd 
diminished. If rapiiie be abolished, one of 
the encouragements to war is taken away ; 
jand peace, therefore, more likely to continue 
<and be lasting. 

The practice of robbing merchants on thift 

liigh seas-T-a remnant of ancient piracy-— 

though it may be accidentally beneficial to 

|>cuticular persons; is far from being profita* 

ble to all engaged in it or to ^he nation that 

authorizes it. In the beginning of a war* 

«ome rich ships are surprised and taken.^ — 

This encourages the first adventurer to fit 

•ut more armed vesselis ; and many otheni 

4o the same. But the enemy, at t1k% sanit 
16 
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time become more careful, arm their mer' 
chant ships better, and render them not so 
easy to be taken ; they go also more under 
the protection of convoys. Thus, while the 
privateers to take them are multiplied, the 
vessels subject to be taken, and the chances 
of profit, are diminished, so that many cruis- 
es are made wherein the expenses overgo 
tibe gains ; and as is the casHe - in other lotte- 
rieSy though particulars have got prizes, the 
inass of adventurers are losers, the whole ex- 
pense of fitting out all the privateers during 
the war being much greater than the whole 
amount of goods taken. 

Then there is the national lose of all the 
labor of so many during the time they have 
been employed in robbing, who besides spend 
what they get in riot^ drunkeivftesg and de* 
Isiauchery, lose their habits of industry, are 
rarely fit fi>r any sober business after a pdace, 
and serve only to increase the number of 
hi^waymen and housebreakers. Even the 
undertakers who have been fortunate, are, 
by sudden wealth led into ejspcnsive living, 
1^ halfit of which continues when the means 
•f supporting it cease, and finally n^its theaoi ; 
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a just pttnishment for their hayilig wantonly 
and unfeelingly ruined many honest, inno- 
cent traders and their families, whose sub- 
stance was employed in serving the common 
interest of mankind." 

Much more might be quoted from the wri- 
tings of Franklin, io the same purpose, but I 
close this number, by his well known fab]« 
of the young angel, omitting some ezprecr- 
sions, which indicate a levity, unbecoming 
the subject and the character of the actors in 
the fable. 

" A young angel of distinction, being sent 
down to this world on s6me business for the 
iSrst time, had an old courier spirit assigned 
him as a guide ; they arrived over the sea of 
Martinico, in the mid(Qe of a long day of an 
obstinate fight between the fleets of Rodney 
and De Grasse. When through the cUuds 
of smoke be saw the fire of the guns, tlie 
deck covered with mangled limbs, or bodtei 
I3ead or dying; the ship sinking, bnrnitfg* or 
bl«wn into the air ; and the quantity of p«hi« 
misery and destruction, the crews who wern 
yet alive were irith so much eagerness deal- 
ing round to one another ; be turned angrily 
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« 

to Ms guide, and said, You undertook to coq* 
dUct me to the earth, and you have brought- 
me into hdl ! No, Sir, said the guide, I hav^^ 
made oo mistake, this is really the earth, and 
these are men ; devils never treat one anoth- 
er in thi& cruel manner, they have more 
sense, and more of what men (vainly) call 
kumanity." 

Had Franklin lived at this day I have nm 

doubt that, notwithstanding his scepticism, 

Jie would have been one of the most active 

and efficient advocates for the principles of 

^^Peaep on Earth, and good wiU to many 
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Washington's opinion on war. 

The rising generation, when they read, on 
the page of history, the achievements of their 
fathers, are fired with a spirit of heroism; 
and it is not uncommon, to hear them wish, 
that they had been born before the American 
levolution, or that such times would again 
teturn, that they might have an opportunity 
fn signaliae their valour. But I can tell then 
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that this is any tbing el^e than patriotism,-*— 
it ig downright vain glory and semsfaness ; as 
any one may see, who will take the trouble 
to discrin)iaa;te between cause and effect. 
That the independence of. the United States 
is highly to be ap^preciated, is not to be doubt- 
ed for a moment, and that .this, great event 
was preceded by war, calamity and sufieringt 
is known to all. Many, therefore, look on 
war as the eatise of independence, and bo- 
come its advocates, and there is peiiiaps no 
obstacle so great in the way of the friends of 
peace, in this country, as the glory and suc- 
cess of the revolutionary war, and the gratis 
tude which we owe to all the disinteresUd wc- 
tors of that scene. But if we judge of the 
goodness of a thing barely by its consequen- 
ces, and caU war good, because it was follow- 
ed by independence, then we should call the 
stamp act aud other oppressive measures of 
the British Government good, because they 
were the cause of the war, and in fact, maf 
with more propriety be called the cause of 
independence, than war itself, which was o^- 
ly a meansb Now the cause of the acts of 
diQ Biitish government, to tax Aneucat vkOy 
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be found in the " old French War," Well 
ended so gloriously for the British empire,, 
of which we then fiwrmed a part, an^ which 
was so disastrous in its consequences. Be- 
cause God can bring good otrt of evil, is that 
any reason why we should love the evil 1 Yet 
it is common for young men to wish, that the 
horrors ot. the revolutionary war were renew- 
ed, that they might share in its honors, and 
I have heard the same wish, or something ve» 
ry tnuch hkelt, even from the pulpit. 

But there is no necessary connection be- 
tween war and independence. We might have 
had war without independence, like Scotland, 
and we might possibly — I do not say prober 
hly-^^haye had independence without war, — 
as Maine obtained her independence from 
Massachiisetts, barely by the force of argu- 
ment, and an appeal to common sense. Or 
we might have remained united to the Brit* 
ish empire, for all purposes of peace, com- 
merce and a mutual interchange of good offi- 
ces, and independent, as far as it respects aU 
matters of Government, and internal regular 
tiohs, in the same manner thftt Maine is stiH 
tStoitedto Massachusetts, in the great c»B|e#- 
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eration of the union ; and avoiding all tb« 
•▼ils of heredita/y government, to which we 
have a hereditary abhoriiM^ncer and in the saint 
manner that all the nations of Christendom, 
might be united in one grand league and cove- 
nant, which would put an end to all wars, 
and would forever blast the hopes of those|. 
who wish to reign over men by the power 
«f the sword and would sink military glory 
in eternal obscurity* 

SuUy^ in his memoirs remarks : *' It may 
be laid down as a principle, that there, arc 
no means, but what are preferable to war ; 
if the saiB& end may be obtained by it." 
Franklin has observed that ^^ there never was 
a good war nor a bad peace." Washington 
entertained similar sentiments. Many, who 
view this great man, look on him only as a 
general, a warrior, a mere fighter ; and 
some, even of ray own countrymen, place 
Napoleon far above him, in the scale of ex* 
cellence. Not that they would have been 
so mad, as to wish to see Bonaparte in this 
country — ^nq, — ^they admire the glossy skim 
of the striped tiger, while safe from the 
Clutch 6f his paw« or the spiry folds ef the 
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boa constrktor, vrhile . out of reach- of theii 
gripe, or the poison of his breath. But 
the tyrant of France would ^ have been a 
tyrant in AmeHca, if he had had the power. 
Considered barely as a general, Washington 
was, pierkapSf sufpiassed in his own army, and 
nothing but a difference in success mas want* 
ing, to make Arnold a hero, and Washing* 
ton a rebel. Did time and space allow, i 
could adduce examples, in civil and religious 
wars, where heroes have acquired renown, 
by changing sid^s .and fiffhting Against those 
principles, which they once defended, show* 
ing, that it was a love of war and sts accom* 
panying vices, and not of civil or religious 
liberty, by which they were actuated. It 
was not receiving the sword of CorowaUis, 
that has endeareii the name of Washington 
to every American and to every friend of lib- 
erty on earth,-**-a Suwarroff, a Marlborough, 
or ^ prince Eugene, would have done the 
same, — but it was the surrendering of his 
own sword to Congress; an act, too great 
for the imitation of Napoleon, and, I fb«r, of 
Bolivar. 
Bat I detain my readers too long from fbt 
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^ntiments of Washington on war, and I has^ 
ten to give the following extract of a letter 
from him, to a friend in Europe, then recent- 
ly married, dated April 25th, 1788, and 
which has already appeared in the friend of 
Peace. 

" While you have heen making love, un- 
der the banner of Hymen, the great person- 
ages of the North have been making war un- 
der the inspiration, or rather the infatuation, 
•f Mars, Now for my part, X humbly con- 
ceive, you had much the best and wisest of 
the bargain; for certainly, it is more consp- 
mant to all the principles of reason and reiig^ 
ion, natural and revealed, to replenish thcf 
earth with inhabitants, rather than depopu- 
late it, by killing those already in existence. 
Beside, it is time for knight errantry and 
]^ad heroism to be at an end. 

" Your young military men, who want to 
reap the harvest of laurels, don't care I sup- 
pose how many seeds of war are sown ; but, 
for the sake of humanity, it is devoutly to be. 
wished, that the manly employments of agri- 
culture, and the humanizing benefits of conf- 
jperee, sbeold supersede the waste of war and 
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the rage of eonquett ( that swords might be 
turned into plough-shares, and spears into 
pruning hooks, and as the Scripture express- 
es it, the nations learn war no moreJ*^ 

In a letter to Arthur Young, the celebra- 
ted English agriculturalist, Washington oib* 
serves : ' 

^^ The more I am acquainted with agricul- 
tural affairs, the better I am pleased with 
them ; insomuch that I can no where find so 
great satisfaction as in those innocent and 
useful pursuits. In indulging these feehngs 
I am led to reflect, how much more delight- 
ftt), to an undebauched mind, is the task of 
making improvements on the earth, than all 
the rain glory which can be acquired from 
ravaging it by the most uninterrupted career 
ef conquests." ^ 
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GENERAL WILKINSON*S OPINION OF WAR. 

1 have, in this series of my essays, under- 
taken to give the opinions on peace and war, 
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of good, great, and influential efaaractera, 
from the early ages of Christianity to tha 
present day. I mean to dose these extracts 
with my present number, haring brought 
them down to our own times/ I might have 
quoted a great many others, as much to the 
purpose, but, in some, it was not so easy to 
disconnect the sentiments from the aecom- 
panying matter, which was irrelevant to the 
subject, andhaWng a great number to choose 
out of, I have taken only the most obrious 
and concentrated. I close with the present 
number, for fear of tiring my readers. Not 
but that I consider these extracts as forming 
the best part of my essays, ba.t, because,trnth, 
being-ever the same, all writers on the same 
side of anyone subject, are likely to take 
nearly the same course, and thus there ap- 
pears a sameness of sentiment, though there 
may be a great diversity in the characters 
and talents of the writers. Enough has been 
presented to the public, to shew, that the 
good, who are the only truly great, have 
been always in favor of peace ; and that ev- 
en the great who are not good, frequently 
g^ve their testimony in favor of peace, when 
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left to their cool neflectioas, or cross f^VLtwr 
tioned by an able advocate. 

There are many, who dwell on the g^lories 
of our late war, and seem glad that it took 
place, notwithstanding the dectructionof our 
Capitol by the enemy— of our commerce and 
fisheries, and the immense expense of blood 
end treasure. Now allowing them all the glo' 
ry that they demand, what is it but the pride 
of a merchant, who boasts of having the hand* 
Bomest ship in port, but the .expenses of which 
always exceed her income and in the end 
beggars her owner. To say nothing of tb» 
expense of treasure — ^whtch' would retica* 
late the face of the country with canals and 
railways — ^let us reflect only on the loss of 
lives. It has been estimated that there per- 
ished by the enemy, the dangers of the sea* 
and, worst of all, the sickness of the barrack, 
and the camp, about 40,000 men. The white 
population of the country did not then amount 
to tei^ millions or even to eight, ^ut call it 
ten, and the loss of lives would be four to a 
thousand. If the total loss is put too high 
on one side, the number of the white popi»- 
Nation is too low on the other, so that the oal- 
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culation of four to the thottsand would fall, I 
think, within bounds. Now, wlio, that in^ 
habits a Tillage, or country town of a thous- 
and inhabitants, Would pay his war taxes and 
his equal proportion of the loss, to buy a 
ticket in a lottery, in which he would run 
the risk of four in a thousand of being shot» 
drowned, or taken off by the camp feyer or 
dysentery, on the one hand, and on the oth** 
er, the chaaca to gain oRMs share of the glo* 
ry and advantages of the war ? What wife 
would risk the loss of her husband, whatsis* 
ter of a brother, what father of a son t In 
fine, where is the statesman who would offer 
to barter the lives of forty thousand of hit 
fellow citizens, for all that we gained over 
what we lost ; to say nothing of the deterio^ 
ration of morals and the inroads made o^ 
the constitution and the liberties of the peo* 
pie. I doubt, if such a statesman can ba 
found, if his own risk also were to go inta 
the wheel. And if such a statesman should 
be found, his chance of a re-election would 
be small indeed. No,— the makers of waf 
caklilate on its profits, its glory, its influencci 

its power; bat Mvar an itslossefti^ These ar^ 
IT 
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Ibr the poor and tlie ignorant, so far as the/ 
relate to life ; and for the industrious and en- 
terprising, so far as'thej relate to property^ 
So far from giring the lives of forty thous- 
and of Bij fellow citizens for all we gained 
by the war, not reckoning the losses, I would 
not give the lives of four thousand, and no 
man who would not give so much as that, in- 
clttdiiig his own chance in the number, can 
conscientiously approve of the war, or be 
glad that it has occurred, and yet it was as 
just, and as necessary, as most c^ wars. 

But I am giving tny own sentiments, in- 
stei|d of Gen. Wilkinson's. I must con^s 
when I saw the brave general land at Charles- 
ton S. O. with his gold laced boots, and feath- 
er half a yard high, and half the city, black 
and white, at his heels, find all the town like 
a bee-hive before swarming, and the horse 
faces stopped to wait his presence — when I 
saw all this, I little expected, ever to see 
such reflections from his pen. But defeat is 
a severe teacher of truth — a stone mill is a 
stubborn obstacle in the path of glory, and 
disappointed ambition is a great moraHser. 
" Vain pomp and glory of tkfe world, I hate 
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ye»'^ said the proud cardinal, after hi$fan, 

*' Let those parents who are now training 
their children for the miHtarj profession, let 
those misguided patriots, who are inculcat- 
ing principles of education subversive of the 
foundations of the republic, look at this pic- 
ture of distress, taken from the life of a youth 
in a strange land, far removed from friends 
and relations, co-mingled with the dying and 
the dead, himself wounded, helpless, and ex- 
piring with agony, and then should political 

ft 

considerations fail of effect, I hope the feel- 
ings of affection, and the obligations of hu- 
manity, may induce them to discountenance 
the pursuits of war, and save their offspring 
from the seductions of the plume and the 
sword, ^r the more solid and useful avoca- 
tions of civil life ; by which alone peace and 
virtue, and the republic, can be preserved 
and perpetuated. A dupe during my whole 
life, to the prejudices I now reprobate; I 
speak from experience, and discharge a con- 
scientious duty, when I warn my country 
against military enthusiasm, and the pride of 
artes ; and against the arts and intrigues by 
which the yeomanry, the palladium of t^e 
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Kepublie, are depreciated, and standing ar^* 
mies and navies are encouraged. For what 
would it avail the citizens of the United States, 
if in a political frenzj, they should barter 
their rights and liberties for national renown ! 
And who would exchange the blessings of 
freedom, ion the repute of having eclipsed 
the whole human race in feats of valor and 
deeds of arms ? This is a serious question \ 
It aiSects the vital interests of every freeman; 
and the course of the government makes it 
proper and necessary, thatthese states should 
pause and reflect, before it be too late. We 
have escaped from one war with a crippled 
aoDstitution ; the next will probably destroy 
•it ; therefore let the motto of the state b?— *- 
PEACE." 
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THE OPINION OP A GREAT MAN IN PAtOB OF 

WAR. 

Having given the testimony of christian 
iftthers and philanthropists, philosophers and^ 
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sts^tesmen, and even of warriors themselvest 
against the ctutom of war, I now give mj 
readers the opinion of one of the greatest 
generals of his age, perhaps of the world, in 
its favor, and this must serve as a sample of 
the whole class of those men, who love war 
for its own sake. 

Prince Eugene, a soldier of fortune, was 
born in Paris, in 1663, and was destined for 
the church. But he took another course, and 
left the French court in disgust, because he 
was refused the command (^a troop of horse ; 
with a full determination, to make the coun- 
try that .gave him birth feel his vengeance. 
Had he been made a Captain, he might have 
had the *' glory" of fighting for his country, 
but, as is the case with most warriors by 
trade, ^iorjf was his object,— country was 
nothing to^him. He says, ^* I was satisfied 
with my reception in society, but I wished to 
distinguish myself in war ;" and rather than 
not fight at all, he fought against the land of 
his nativity. 

He entered the service of Leopold l,Dnke 

of Austria and Emperor of Germany, wifA 

rose rapidly. **A colonel at twenty and a 
17* 
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major §^eneral at twenty-one, I was made 
lieutenant general at twenty-five." He as- 
sitited at the storm of Belgrade, where he 
found something to ''amuse" him. , " I shall 
never forget," says he, " the appearance and 
grimaces of the Jews, who were compelled to 
tlirow into the Danube the bodies of twelve 
thousand men, killed on both sides, to sport 
the trouble and expense of burying them.** 

In 1697 he conducted the war against the 
Turks. He says, '' I was marching to at- 
tack them, when a cursed courier brought me 
an order from the Emperor, not to give bat- 
tle under any circumstances whatever." He 
disregarded the order, and was successful, 
atid success is with the unthinking the crite* 
rion of merit. Perhaps a truce or a peace 
might have been effected, but honor is better 
satisfied with blood, '* On every side was 
heard the cry of— -Aman ! Aman ! which sig- 
nifies Quarter ! At ten at night the slaugh- 
ter continued. I could not take more than 
four thousand prisoners, for twenty thousand 
were left dead on the field, and ten thousand 
yfrere drowned." 

Of 1698 he says, " This was the most 
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wretched campaign for my glory that ever I 
made, in my life. I executed only ^ thirty 
ringleaders of a plot to revolt, formed by sev- 
en regiments, which having received no pay 
for four months, (for the court left me desti- 
tute of money,) had resolved to go over to 
the Turks. On the %th of January the peace 
of Carlowitz was signed, that, as usual, war 
might be carried on elsewhere.'' 

•In 1701 while fighting against the country 
that gave him birth, he violated the neutrali- 
ty of Venice, and, thereby, obtained the ad- 
vantage. In war, *' the end sanctifies the 
means." The *^ expedient," he says, was 
" not the most delicate," . but without it he 
would *' have been beaten." 

Under the pretence of getting the priests 
of Mantua, to confess his soldiers, he laid a 
plot with their assistance, to sieze the city ; 
wheli he went there with a large retinue, to 
churchy but the priests were discovered, Imd 
punished, ** as they deserved," he adds — ^as 
though the receiver were not as bad as the 
thief, and the suborner of treason, as bad as 
the traitor. How mean is ambition ! 

|n an attempt to surprize Cremona he was 
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repulsed : " Mahoni said to one of my officers 
' Quarter for M. Friedberg V * Tis not a day 
for mercy/ replied the latter, * do your duty 
and I will do mine ;* and Friedberg was kil- 
led. 

''171L Unfortunate at Hainaultl pre- 
pared all things for being successful in Flan- 
ders, at the beginning of next campaign, and 
concluded this, by Bending a detachment to 
surprize fort Kenoque. What a paltry com- 
pensation ! but one must work sometimes for 
the newspaper s.^^ 

" 1715. At the beginning of May I gave 
audience to a Turkish embassador, who came 
to request the emperor, not to interfere in 
the quarrel between the Sublime Porte and 
Venide." 

^* On examining myself, I dare not decide, 
whether my opinion was not governed, by 
some small degree of personality. Gldry is 
som^'etimes an hypocrite, -which disguises it- 
self in the cloak of the honor of states. One 
imagines insults, charges others with inju- 
ries, insolence and bad intentions, and occa- 
sions the destruction of five hundred thous- 
and men." 
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^' It is scarcely possible to decide, which of 
two parties is in the wrong at the commence- 
ment of a war. They quarrel, complain, re- 
criminate and fight before the matter can be 
cleared up." 

In 1717 the Austrians laid seige to Bel- 
grade, of which he gives an animated de- 
scription. ** Not an hour passed in which I 
was not the loser of a score of men, by the 
dysentery or the cannon of the lines. * * 

* * * Things went on better for me 
in the city. A bomb, in a powder maga- 
zine, completely xlestroyed, and occasioned 
the loss of three thousand lives." How glo- 
rious! 

" 1718. The Turks were desirous of ma- 
king peace, and so was the emperor. I could 
very well have dispensed with it, for I must 
confess I was fond of war* All the courts 
sent ft^gociators to Paparowitz. To procure 
the better conditions, I marched toward the 
GiPand Vizier, who had just arrived with his 
army in the neighborhood of Nipa. ^ I should 
have had an easy task ; for he had oply eigh- 
ty thousand men. I was in the best dispo- 
sition for attacking him, njrbenja cursed ^omx- 
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ier brought me the unwelcome intelligence, 
that the treat j of peace had been signed, on 
the 21st of July. - With us, this is only called 
a ti^ce, which one observes as long as one 
pleases, or breaks according to circumstan- 
ces." 

The prince shewed more moderation than 
a French general in Spain, who gave battle 
and caused the death of twdve thousand 
men, beside the wounded, after he had re- 
^ceived certain intelligence of the abdication 
ol Napoleon, and the consequent peace — 
thus sacrificing the lives of his fellow crea^ 
tures, countrymen as well as foreigners, to a 
love of glory — or of bloodshed, which is near- 
ly synonymous. But then, we must make 
this allowance, that the prince dare not do 
otherwise than he did, as he would have been 
liable to degredation for his disobedience, 
while the gent^ral felt that he was already de- 
graded, and might have thought, that this 
sacrifice of lives would be pleasing to his 
master, as by it he weakened the crown of 
France, which Napoleon was obliged to ab- 
dicate,., and of Spain that was about to be- 
eome her ally— ^nd might al#o feel a desire. 



AN OPINION IN FAVOa OP WAR. 900 

to grMify his revenge, so that, at last,. though 
both were bad, it is difficult to say which was 
ii^e worst. 

Prince Eugene confesses that ^e loves wart 
and that is all that can be said in its favorjby 
any of its advocates, and is similar to what 
is said by the drunkard in favor of intempe- 
rance — ^he loves rum. He also confesses^ 
that ** glory is sometimes a hypocrite, which 
disguises itself in the cloak of the honor of 
states," and this is no less the case with re- 
spect to pretended patriots, than with rene- 
gadoes. 

Indeed, if we examine the character of 
chis prince^ in what does he differ from the 
renegado, high-way robber or hired assassin, 
oxeept in the nature of the reward 1 He 
hires himself out to kill and destroy Turks 
and Christians, ccHintrymen and strangers, 
for glory, and the world ia so infatuated as to 
pay him his meed. It is as evident as the 
sun at Aoon day, that this absurd conduct, of 
the world, in rewarding such cut-throats* 
with what they demand, increases their num- 
bers—that public opinion ought to be eorrec- 
toi ia this iHurtiealar--<kat when such fe!- 
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lows shall meet t&e detestation they deseirc;^ 
wars will be less frequent^ and when milita- 
ry glory ceases to dazzle the world, wai0 
will cease. 
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BZTRACTS raOM DR. RtTSB's ''PLAN FOB A 
PEACE OFFyDE FOR THE UNITED STATES." 

I have* at length, after much laborious in* 
quiry, been so fortunate, as to find a copy of 
the above named &\Ae peace paper, written 
about the year 1790, while we were engaged 
in a war with the Indians. It is highly prob* 
able, that this is the first hint of a peace so* 
ciety, that ever appeared in any country, and 
falls not very far short of the plan at present 
pursued, to institute a Peace Society of the 
United States. This is not the only instance 
in which this great philanthropist anticipated 
the " march of intellect ;" though it is prob» 
able, he little thought, while he was penning i 
this able prodaction that, in twenty*fi?« 
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years after, peace societies would commence 
their operations in this country and in Eu- 
rope, and that, in thirty«five or forty years, 
a national peace society would be formed, 
in all things according to the spirit^ and in 
many things according to the very letter of his 
plan. 

The Doctor writes as follows : — 

"Among the defects which have been 
pointed out in the federal constitution, by 
its anti-federal eqimies, it is much to be la- 
mented, that no person has taken notice of 
its total silence upon the subject of an office, 
of the utmost importance to the welfare of 
the United States ; that is sn office for prmo^ 
ting and preserving perpetual peace in our 
country." 

" It is hoped, that no objection will be 
made to the establishment of such an office, 
while we are engaged in a war #ith the In- 
dians^ for, as the War-office was established 
in a time of peace it is equally reasonable,that 
a peace-office should be established in a time 
oj war»^^ 

" The plan of this office is as follows." 

Art. 1st. Let a Secretary of thfr Peace-be 
18 
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«ppointed, to preside at this office, who shall 
be perfect]^ free from all the present absuri 
and vulgar European prejudices on the sub- 
ject of government : let him be a genuine re- 
publican and a sincere Ghristian-^for tkc 
principles of republicanism and Christianity 
are no less friendly to universal and perpeti^ 
ual peace, than thej are universal and 
equal liberly." 

Art. 2d. Provides for the maintainanoe 
of free schools and the principles of the Chris- 
tian religion, *' for it belongs to this religion 
exclusively to teach us, not only to cultivate 
peace with all men, but to forgive, nay more, 
to love our enemies.'' # 

Art. 3d. Provides for the free distribur 
tion of the Bible at the public expense. 

Art. 4th. *^ Let the following sentence be 
inscribed, in letters of gold, over the doors of 

every State and Court house in the United 

* 

States : 

THE SON OF MAN CAME NOT INTO THE WORLB 
TO DESTROY MEN's LIVES, BUT TO SAVE THEM." 

Art. 5th. Provides for the repeal of saa- 
gainary laws. 



n 
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Art. 6th. . ** To subdue the passion for 
vrar, which education, added to human de- 
pravity, have made universal ; a familiarity 
Tvith the- instruments of death, as well as all 
military shows, should be carefully avoided. 
For which reason, ihilitary laws should eve- 
jy where be repealed, and military dresses 
and military titles should be laid aside : re- 
Tiew^ tend to lessen the horrors of a battle, 
by connecting them with the charms of or- 
der : militia laws generate idleness and vice 
and thereby produce the wars they are said 
%o prevent : military dresses fascinate the 
minds of young ^len, and lead them from se- 
jrious and useful professions f were there no 
uniform there would probably,* be no ar- 
mies : lastly, militia titles feed vanity, and 
keep up ideas in the mind, which lessen a 
flense of the follies and miseries of war." 

Art. 7th. ** In the last place ; let a large 
room, adjoining the federal hall, be appro* 
priated for transacting the business and pre^ 
serving all the records of this office. Over 
the door of this room let there be a sign, on 
which the Sgure of a Ictmb, a dove, and an ol- 
he^remeh should be painted, together with 
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the following inscription, in letters of gold; 

PEACE ON EARTH-^GOOO WILL TO MAN. 

Ah u>hy tvitt men forget that they are bretht 
ren f" 

This article also provides for ornamenting 
this room with appropriate emblems and 
pictures, and the performance of '* odes and 
asthems in praise of the blessings of peace.** 

'' In order the more deeply to affect the 
minds of the citizens of the United States, 
with the blessings of peace, by contrasting 
them with the evils of war, let the following 
inscriptions be painted on the sign, which is 
placed over the door of the War Office. 

1. An office for butchering the human spe- 
cies. 

2. A widow and orphan-making office. 

3. A broken bone-making office. 

4. A yv'ooden leg-making office. 

5. An office for creating private and puhr 
lie vices. 

6. An office for creating public debt. 

7. A n office for creating speculators, stock- 
jobbers and bankrupts. 

8. An office for creating famine. < 

9. An office for. creating political diseases. 
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Philadelphia, while many physicians, from' 
motives of personal safety, deserted the city, 
he was always found at his post, and regasd^ 
less of danger and fatigue, spent his day^ and 
nights in visiting the sick, whether poor or 
-rich, and counselling the puhlie authorities ^ 
and having survived all those dangers, died 
at a good old. age in 1813. Who says this 
man was not a repubhcan ? 
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OPINIONS OP LIViNCI AUTHORS ON WAS. 

I had fully determined not to give the opin- 
ions of living authors, on war, becaus^ they 
crowded so fast upon me, that the selection 
of thetn had become too difficult, and 1 meant 
to have closed my extracts from the testimo- 
nies of great and good men in ftivor of peace* 
with my last number. But, since that con- 
clusion, and even after I had completed this 
series, the remarks of the celebrated LacoB 
fell in my way, and I was pleased to findi 
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that the sentiments which I had been en-' 
deaForing to inculcate on this side of the At- 
lantict were so much more ably supported on 
the other, — ^not only by the friends of peace, 
but, also, by an author, who, never — as far 
as I know-^hfis been connected with peace 
societies. Indeed, you can hardly tak^ up a 
new book, on any subject, from a sermon to 
a novel, but that you find opinions against 
war expressed, where you little expected 
them. Straws shew the course of the cur* 
rent, and these things, as well as otber8,shew 
that the current of public opimon has chang- 
ed and is changing, on the subject of war 
and military glory, an<J many, who do not 
openly espouse our cause, are, almost uncon- 
sciously, assisting our endeavors. 

I am sorry, that I am obliged to abridge 
the remarks of the author of '* Many things 
in few words.!' Indeed, on no other subject 
bati he expended so many, but I must have a 
regard to the length of my papers. 

*' As I mean to confine myself, in this arti- 
cle, to war« and warriors, I think it right to 
premise that pohcy is a much more common 
^Ipredient in floch characters, than enthvsi- 
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10. An office for creating poverty, and 
the destruction of liberty, and national hap- 
piness." 

'* In the lobby of this office^ let there be 
painted representations of all the common 
military instruments of death, also human 
skulls, broken bones, u)4>uried and putrefy- 
ing dead bodies, hospitals crowded with sick 
and v/ounded soldiers, villages on fire, moth*' 
•rs in besieged towns, eating the flesh of 
their children, ships sinking in the oceem, 
rivers dyed with bk)od, and extensive plains 
without tree or fence, or any other object 
but the ruins 'Of deserted farm-houses." 

'' Above all this groupe of woeful figureSi 
let the following words be inserted in red 
characters , to represent human blood : — 

NATIONAL GLORY." 

Some have been prejudiced against peace 
societies, because they ignorantly suppose, 
that they were commenced while the nation 
was at war. This is not the fact, and if i|: 
were. Doctor Rush gives a very pertinent 
answer above ; for if a war office is instituted 
in a time of peace, why should not a peace 
tyffice be instituted in. a time of war 9 . 



210 EXTRAiTS FROM DR. R¥8H*S S^C. 

Some are prejudiced against peace socie- 
ties, because they suspect them to be anti-re- 
publican. Prejudice and ignorance go to- 
gether—they ^re mutually the cause and ef^ 
feet of each other. * No one has ever doubted 
the republicanism of Doctor Rush, but as 
some of my readers, especially the younger, 
may be unacquainted with the biography of 
this great man, who excelled as much in 
political and moral knowledge, as he did in 
the healing art, I subjoin a hasty sketch of 
his life. 

Doctor Benjamin Rush was born in Penn-* 
sylvania, in 1745, — graduated at Princeton 
college in 1760, being but' about 15 years old, 
and very early in Tife became an eminent 
physician. He took an active part in the 
revolution, — was a member of the congress 
of '76, "the time that tried men's souls,"— 
was a signer of the declaration of independ- 
ence — served in the revolutionary war— was 
the intimate friend of Washington and used 
his influence for the adoption of the new con- 
stitution. No one ever suspected Doctor 
Rush of being deficient in personal courage. 
During the time of the first yellow fever in 
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asm. I admit that in some particular idio- 
syncrasies, as for instance in that of Crom- 
well, or of Mahomet, this heterogeneous mix- 
ture may have been combined; but even 
then, these contradictory elements, like oil 
and vinegar, required a coi)stant state of mo- 
tion, and of action, to preserve their coale- 
scence ; in a state of inaction, and of repose, 
it was no longer an union, but the policy in- 
variably got the ascendency of the enthusi- 
asm. William the Third, on the contrary, 
and Washington, united three great essen- 
tials, courage, coolness, and conduct ; but 
enthusiasm is the laet thing I should impute 
to either of these men. If we look into 
White's Institutes of Tamerlane, or more 
properly speaking, of Timour the Lame, we 
shall find that there never was a character 
who had less to do with enthusiasm) than this 
Tartar hero, nor that despised it more. His 
whole progress was but one patient and per- 
severing application of means to epds, causes 
to consequences, and effects to results*-— 
Without the slightest particle of any thing^ 
visionary or enthusiastic in himself, and with 
a certain quantum of contempt for these 
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qualities in others, he commenced bis eareec 
by being a lame driver of camels, and termi* 
uated it, by reigning over twenty-six inde* 
pendent principalities.'^ 

*^ There are some ideas afloat on this sub- 
ject, that I cannot help conceiving to be both 
ruinous and wrong. I shall not despair of 
producing my own ccrnvjctions on this sub- 
ject with that portion of my readers, who 
think with me, that every war of mere ambi- 
tion, aggression, or aggrandizement, is an 
evil both hateful and degrading; who think 
it a nuisance that .oyght to bdabated, and 
who abominate every ^thing appertaining" 
thereto, or connected therewith* Consider- 
ed in the abstract, and unconnected with all 
views of the causes for which it may be un- 
dertaken, surely war is an evil that none but 
a misanthrope could conscientiously rejoice 
in, or consistently promote. But all men 
think not thus. There are minds, and pow- 
erful ones too, endowed with' a right feeling, 
on every other subject, who seem to labour 
under some mental hallucination on this. In 
the first place, I am so unfortunate as not to 
h» able to discever those marvellous effort^ 
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«f taient, gigantic combinations ot power, 
and exundant fertility of resource, which 
some would persuade us are essential to 
great commanders, and confined to them 
alone. Bat setting aside the truism, that foif* 
tune, though blind, has often led the most 
sharp sighted hero to that yictorj which he 
would ha?e lost without her* what qua^tieb 
are there in a conqueror, which ha^e not 
been held in common by the captain of « 
smuggler's crew, or a chief of banditti 1 
The powers of these latter have been exhib- 
ited on a narrower stage* rewarded by a 
less illustrious exaltation, and recorded in a 
more inglorious calender. With^'some few 
exceptions he is the ablest general, that caa 
practice the greatest deceit, and support it by 
the greatest violence ; who can best devel-^ 
ope the designs of others, and best conceal 
his own ; who can best enact both parts of 
hypocrisy, by simulating to be what he is 
not, and dissembling thltt which he is ; per-* 
suading his adversary that he is most strong 
when he is most weak, and most weak, whea 
he is in fact most strong. He is not to be 
ever serupulons as tethe justice ef Mb e^tutti 
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for migbt is his right, and artillery bis argi»^ 
ment ; with the make-ve eight of courage 
thrown into the scale, there are few requi- 
sites for a Jonathan Wild, or a Turpin, that 
are not equally necessary for a Ttppoo, or a 
Tamerlane. The difference is less in the 
things J than in thjB names. Thcis the callous 
eSrootery of the one, becomes the coolest 
presence of mind in the other ; fraud is dig- 
nified by the title of skill, and robbery with 
that of requisition. To plot the death of an 
individual, is a conspiracy, but to confede- 
rate to destroy a people^ is a coalition ; and 
pillage and niiUrder seem to lose their hor- 
rors, in precise proportion to the magnitude 
of their scale, and the multitude of their vic^ 
tims. But a consummate captain must have 
courage, or at }j^ast be thought to have it, 
for courage, like charity, covers a multitude 
of sins ; and be is by common consent al- 
lowed to sport with the lives of others, who 
is supposed to have no value for his own. 
But the time is fast approaching with many, 
and now is with the few, when mere military 
talent, abstractedly considered, and without 
any reference to the ends for which it is to be 
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displayed, will hardly secure its possessor a 
glory more' lon^ lived than a gazette, or a 
memorial more splendid than a sign*post. 
The fact is, that^ posterity has and will ap« 
pr#;iate the merit of great commanders, not 
by the skill with which they have handled 
their tools, but by the uses to which they 
have applied them. But suppose we were 
to grant that the art of cutting throats were a 
very difficult art, yet even then the merits of .. 
this art must be measured, not by its difficulty, 
but by its utility ; and the value of the remedy 
must be adjusted by the propriety of the ap- 
plication ; but. in resorting to such a remedy 
as war, I suspdCt it will be found thaVall the 
difficulty of jsuch phlebotomy belongs to the 
patient, but the facilities to the surgeon. Mere 
martial glory, independent of all considera- 
tions as to the necessity and the justice of our 
arms, is now fast descending with many other 
worn out fooleries, to the tomb of all the Cap- 
ulets, where,' aittended by bankrupt age rits, 
disgorged contractots, and starring «o:r' 
, saries, let us pray that with all due rc 
honors, it may be speedily buried aV^ 

balmed ; let hireling: poets indite its di:.^ i, u/ad 
19 
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jneddling monk^ say miusses for its soul. All 
wars of interference, arising from an officious 
intrusion into the concerns of other states ; 
all wars of ambition, carried on for the pur- 
pauses of aggrandizement ; and all wars of 
aggression, undertaken, for the purpose of 
forcing an assent to this or that set of reli- 
giQUs opinions ; all such wars are criminal in 
their rery outset, and hare hypocrisy for their 
common ba^e." 

"First, there is the hypocrisy of eneura- 
hering our n.eighbor with an officiousness of 
help, that pretends his good, but means our 
Qw'n ; then there is the hypocrisy of ambition, 
where jome restless and gi'asping potentate, 
knowing that he is about to injure and insult, 
puts forth a Jesuitical preamble, purporting 
that be himself has been first insulted, and 
injured i but nations have the justest cause to 
feel a fear that is real, when ^ such begin to 
express a fear that i» feigned. Then comes 
the hypocrisy of those who would persuade 
us that to kill, burn, and destroy, for con^ 
acience sake, is an ^ceptable service, and 
that religion is to be supported by trampling 
^ftader foot those primiary^iaoiplesof love^ 
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aharitj, and forbearance, without which it 
were better to haye none. Lastly, comes « 
minor and subordinate hypocrisy., common 
to the three kinds I have stated aboFe : I mean 
that of those who pretend deeply todeplorv 
the miseries of war, and who ercn weep over 
them, with the tears of the crococMle, but who 
will not put a stop to war, although' they 
hare the means, because they find their owfi 
private account in continuing it, ftota thu 
emoluments it bestows, imd from the pati'on* 
Age it confers. Like Fabius^ they Unopr^Jk 
hy delay ^ ^* cunctlando restitneferem^'*^ but thejr 
do so with a very different motive, not 16 r^ 
store the shattered fortunes of their coutltryi 
but their own. Neither must we forget, iH 
this view of our subject, the raw and igdoratit 
xecruit, whom to delude and to kidiitp, ft 
whole system of fraud and hypocrisy is mar- 
shalled out and .arrayed. The grim idol of 
war is tricked out and flounced in all the coI» 
ours of the rainbow ; the neighing steed awnits 
her nod, music attends her footsteps^ ^nd jol« 
iity caters at her board | but no sooner is the 
sickle exchanged for the sword, and the fi^ll 
^contract signed, than h# finds th4t this Bth 



2M OPfNXONS t9F LIVING AHTBOR8. 

I 

lona, whom he had wooed as a goddess im 
courtship^ turns. out to be a demon in posses- 
aioii ; that terror is her constant purveyor, and 
that her alternate caterers are privation and 
waste ; that her sojourn is with the slain, and 
her abode with the pestilence : that her fas- 
einations are more fatal than those of the bas- 
ilisk ; that her brightest smile is danger, and 
that hier warmest embrace is^death. ♦ ♦ • • 
In faet, the demoralizing tendencies of war 
are so notorious, that to insist upon them, 
would be to insult the understanding of my 
readers ; and to purchase refinement at the 
expense of virtue, would be to purchase tinsel 
at the price of gold. The most peace loving 
minister that ever governed the affairs of a 
nation, decidedly declared, that-even the most 
successful war often left a people more poor, 
alwayil more profligate, thar it found them. 
• ♦ » # rphe children of those days, when 
the world was yimngy rude as the times they 
lived inf and rash at once from ignorance and 
firom* inezpefience» amused themselves with 
the toys and the trumpets, the gewgaws and 
the glitter of war. But we who live in the ma- 
turity of things, whoite the knowledge of|the 
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present, add a retrospection of the paat, . we 
who alone can fairij be termed the ancteitfv, 
^r be said to live in the olden Hnu^ we 1 tnut« 
are no longer to be deluded or befooled i^ 
this brilhant but baleful meteor, compoiied of 
visionary good, but of substantial eviL We> 
live in the manhood and in the fulness of timei 
and the triumphs of truth and of reasons 
triumphs bright as bloodleiss, these are the 
proper business and the boast of : those wfao« 
having put awaj childish things, are beeoBti* 
ing men. * * * • Unlike those of the war* 
rior, the triumphs of knowledge derive all 
their lustre, not from the evil thej have pro- 
duced, but from the good ; her successes and 
her conquests are the common property of 
the world, and succeeding ages will be the 
watchful guaridians of the rich legacies she 
bequeaths. But the trophies and the titles of 
the conqueror are on the quick march to ob- 
livion, and amid that desolation where they 

were planted, will decay. For what are the 
triumphs of war,* planned by ambitiotii ex 

— - ■ ■ ■' — 

'Speaking of the coiioueror, the inspired writer observei, 
that *' be/ore Mm the land ieas the garden oj Edet^f kehind 
AfRi«8 thtdea(aaik wiUkfnmf as4 tliatpMl who 4mik 

19* 
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eoated by violence, anil conrammated by de- 
vastation 1 the means, are the sacxifice o/ the 
naay ; the end, the bloated aggrandizement 
oftheie^e^ Knowledge has put a stop to 
ohiralry, as she one day will'to war, and Cer-- 
vantes^has laughed out of the field those self- 
constituted legislators that carried the sword, 
but not the scales of justice, and who were 
mounted and mailed. I am no advocate for 
a return of this state of things ; but when that 
heroic and cbivalric spirit was abroad, when 
mep volunteered on dangers for the good of 
otherst without emolument, and laid down the 
sword when that for which they resorted to 
it» was overcome, then indeed a measure of 
resp^f^and admiration awaited them, and a 

deepest of the sacred stream, has the following lines : 

'' They err who count it glorious to subdue 
Byvooquest far n^d wide, to ovemm . 
Large countries, and in field great battles win» 
Great cities by assauh ; what do thes^'WbPthies 
Bat rob and s^il, bum, slaughter, and ^lave 
. Peaceable nations, neighboriniCt or remote. 
Made c^iive, yet deaerviof ' freedom more 
Than those their conquerors \ who leave behind 
Nothing but ruin, whereso^er they rove, 
And aU the flourishing works of peace destroy ? 
Then swell with pride, and must bie titled gods. 
'Till conqueror DeaUi discovers them scarce mea, 
ftolKog ui brutish vices and deformed, 
VaUent bi> flhamefol deatk their doe reward.'' MOtm. 
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feeling, honorable to both parties, was enter- 
tained. But is it not both absurd and ridic- 
ulous to transfer this respect and esteem to 
those who make a trade of warfare, and who 
barter for blood ? Who are as indifferent as 
the sword they draw, to the purposes for 
which it is drawn, who put on the badge of a 
master, wear his livery, and receive his pay. 
Where all is mercenary, nothing can be mag- 
nanimous ; and it is impossible to have the 
slightest respect for an animated mass of ma- 
chinery, that moves alike at the voice of a 
drum, or a despot ; a trumpet or a tyrant ; a 
fife, or a fool." 

Opinions of this kind prevail, not only in 
England, but be&in to prevail in France, as 
will be seen by the following extract from a 
pamphlet by the Abbe de Pradt, on the Con- 
gress of Panama, to which^I am happy to see, 
he attributes the greatest consequences. *" On 
datera long-temps de liii," says the Abbe — 
they win date from it for a long time to come. 

" Irf our times, every thing tends toward 
founding the empire of right, and to free the 
world from the c^mpire of force. • * ♦ • 
RepiAlican government, founded in all A- 
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xnerica, is opposed to ^eat standing armies^ 
and the United States have wisely avoided 
them. Rome perished by her armies ; they 
gave her Marius and the twelve Csesars. * * * 
In republics, every thing ought to be citfie* 
The military spirit is anti^ivic ; it creates in 
the mind of the soldier, a disposition to des* 
pise the unarmed citizen. * • ♦ • The 
multiplying of military power is a very active 
aause of war. ♦ ♦ *• * Where there are 
soldiers, there is war, on the same principle 
that, where there is war, there are soldiers ; 
they are to this scourge, both the cause and 
efiect, as they'are the cause of taxes. It is 
the multiplication of the military which has 
put all the finances in Europe in the state 
where they now are, and, while growing pr6ud 
of a military power, numerous, brave# and 
adroit, one has been carrying on a war for 
fifty years; one has consumed, ten times 
over, all the property of the state, one dies 
breathing out, from his dying mouth, these 
repentant words : " Tcu trop eame laguerre^*^ 
I have loved war too much — a fine consola* 
tion for the millions of victims to this martial 
madness, and of the bankruptoias wkiek have 
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followed. Since the time of Marius and Syl- 
la, one has been accustomed to see military 
chiefs appropriate to themselves the power 
acquired by their arms, and enslave their 
country, after haying bravely defended her." 
May my countrymen take advice from the 
wise men of such warlike nations as England 
and France, who know, because they have 
felt, the effects of war ; lest our republic may 
have occasion to say with its expiring breath, 
J'ai trop aime la guerre, I have too muck 
loved war. 
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SPONTANEOUS P¥BLIC OPINION A PFMEDY 

FOR WAR. 

I am now drawing near the conclusion of 
my second series of essays on Peace and 
War. It will perhaps be allowed by some, 
that I have clearly shown the diabolical ori- 
gin, evil tendency and baleful effects of war 
— ^that I have shewn that good and great 
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men, in all ages, — but ei^pecially, that Chris- 
tians, in the purer ages of the church, have 
been nniversallj opposecl to the custom o£ 
war ; and that it is wicked and absurd to 
attempt to settle questions of equitj and mor« 
al right by physical force. But it is said, 
that as war always has been, so it will air 
ways continue— it is an evil for which there 
is no remedy, and therefore, it is useless to 
oontend against it — and the same has been 
said of many other barbarous customs which 
have already passed^ away. 

Now, for my own part, I think much has 
been done toward a cure of the evil, if man* 
kind are only brought generally to acknowl* 
•dge war to be an evil, a scourge, a curse.— « 
It is a trite adage, that, when a man know« 
his disease, he is half cured. And this in a 
•ense is true, for no man will sieeka remedy^ 
tintil he is sensible of his sickness. War 
was formerly esteemed the only path to fame, 
and the only dignified occupation of the hu- 
man species, and our Scandinavian, ances- 
tors thought it so disgraceful to die in peace, 
that, rather than expire on their beds, they 
leaped from precipices aad da«hed Iheps- 
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ielves in pieces, when old age or sicknesi 
warned them of the near approach of death; 
they thought, that eyen the joys of Paradise 
consisted in fighting ; and it is not long since 
nations made war onlyibr glory without even 
a pretext, — The scale has now turned- 
mankind have become more enlightened, 
and, though there are yet a few who consid* 
er the glory obtained in War a sufficient rec- 
ompense for the expense, the misery, the vice^ 
the effusion of blood and tears, that it causes, 
the number is but small, and is daily dimin- 
ishing. Mankind, at' length, begin to be 
willing to inquire ai^er a remedy, and to 
" seek the things that make for peaceJ^ 

The remedy is obvious and certain, — it 
lies entirely in public opinion. As certainly 
as thiiit a spark will inflame gunpowder, so 
certain it is that public opinion has created 
war by giving its highest meed to warriors 
and exalting military prowess over vihue, 
science, and utility ; and it is as certain as 
that water will extinguish fire, that wheR 
public opiniou shall change, and the leader 
of a great gang of robbers shall meet with 
the same ex«cf ation as the leader of a »maK 
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gang, then wars will cease. Change the 
cause and the effect is'ehanged.. 

Public opinion acts in two* ways. It is 
spontaneous and voluntary, or it is restricted 
and enforced bjcompact and agreement. — 
'* The law is the expression of the general 
will." The spontaneous effort of public 
opinion nlways precedes — and is the cause 
of-— compact or agreement, of which it some- 
times takes the place as custom takes the 
place of law. Thus public opinion first 
threw disgrace on the slave trade, and when 
it had induced some nations to prohibit the 
custom, it then took the form of internal 
or national law; but when those nations 
made treatise, by which other nations a- 
greed to prohibit the trade, then public 
opinion acted by international law and mu- 
tual compact of nations. I shall, in this 
number consider spontaneous opinion, and 
leave the other until a future opportunity. 

Spontaneous opinion has abolished^ par- 
tially" or totally, many of those customs, 
which have taken hold on the human heart. 
It has abolished popery, in many countries, 
and some of its niost disgusting features—- 
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such as the Inquisition and sale of indulgen- 
eies to coqinii]; crimes — in all. It has to- 
tally abolished the trial by ordeal, in idl 
countries, and the trial bj battle is but faint- 
ly shadowed forth by the modern duel, in 
which the disgrace lies, not in the want of 
viftue, but the excess of it — not in the crime 
but in the accusation. Pubhc opinion has 
abolished the custom of burning a man's 
body for the good of his soul — a practice 
which has disgraced the protestant as well 
as the cathohc church. -If then public opin- 
ion can unclasp the clutch of avarice and let 
the oppressed go free — if it can overcome 
our rehgious prejudices, which we imbibe in 
the cradle and scarcely quit in the coffin, 
and cause us to receive into Christian com- 
munion those whom our fathers would have 
consigned to the stake — what can it not 
do? 

But public opinion has a curb on that maa» 
ter passion of the human heart, which, more 
than all others, has been a cause of war— - 
the love of glory. Avarice may escape her ; 
superstition may despise her; but proud 

ambition fears and adores the ** Queen of 
20 
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the world ;** lives on her smiles and expires 
at her frown. As nineteen twentieths of the 
wars, which have desolated the world, have 
been undertaken hj their leaders, for the 
piirpose of courting the smiles of publie 
opinion, let that smile he withheld, and nine- 
teen twentieths of wars will cease : let it be 
converted into a frown, and the remainder 
will cease. 

The only objection that is brousfht against 
this argument, is, that, as there are thieves 
and robbers in a community of individuals, 
who disregard public opinion, so there is in 
a community of nations. This is but a poor 
comparison and a worse argument. Its fal- 
lacy is easily detected. 

In the first place, it supposes, that a whole 
nation, or at least a majority of a nation, 
may be thieves and robbers regardless of 
public opinion, and that all the vices which 
are predicable of an individual, are also pr«- 
dicable of a nation. 

But such a nation could not exist. At least, 
we are sure, that no such nation does exist 
in Christendom ; and we do not expect to 
•xtend our principles beyond th« h^uadu •£ 
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the Christian religion ; as it is on the opera- 
tion of the principles of our holy religion, 
that we chiefly rest our hopes. And when 
Christians shall cease to destroy each other, 
and shall unite all their energies in the prop- 
agation of the gospel of peace, the whol« 
world will soon be converted, and, in the 
mean time, Christian nations will enjoy the 
blessings of peace among themselves. 

In the second place, the objection suppos- 
es, that the thief and the robber are regard- 
less of public opinion. This is not the case. 
They dread public opinion, and endeavour 
to escape, from her scorching gaze. They 
pursue their occu}>ations in the dark, silent- 
ly and Secretly. A nation cannot do that. 
All its deeds must be public — all must be reg- 
istered on the page of history. Let the char- 
acier and conduct of every individual be as 
public, and as well known, as the conduct of 
nations, and bolts and bars would be useless. 
Your silver spoons would rest quietly in their 
places ; and. you might securely go to sleep 
with your doors open. But let public opin- 
ion change, let theft and robbery be as hon- 
ourable among individuals as it was on«e at 
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Sparta — and as it is now among nation9 ; let 
the thief strut ahout the place of public re- 
sort, like a ^conqueror, with one of jour 
spoons in his hat, by waj of cockade, and an- 
other in his button-hole like an order ot 
kiiighthood ; let him be the object of emula- 
tion among the gentlemen, and of -admira- 
tion among the ladies, as is now the case* 
with robbers on a large scale, and all your 
bolts and bars will not secure you by night, 
nor all the armour you can wear, by day. 

In the third place, the objection supposes, 
that war is undertaken chiefly for tlie pur- 
pose of gain. This is not the case ; for, all 
wars cost' more than they come to, and fre- 
quently beggar the conqueror, and ahfays 
load a nation with debt. Wars are now 
chiefly undertaken for glory, and national 
honour, and to such the objection does not ' 
apply. 

All therefore that is necessary to bri»g 
about a state of permanent and universal 
peace among Christian nations, is that pub- 
lic opinion, should stigmatize the nation or 
ruler, that wages a wanton aiid unjust war, 
and that it imperiously demand, that any 
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two nations, having a misunderstanding, 
should endeavour to settle their differences 

I 

between themselves, by mutual discussion 
iind concession ; and, in cai^e they, after a 
trial, could not agree, then to submit the sub- 
ject to a fair arbitration, and not undertake 
to settle a question of equity by judicial com- 
bat, or what is impiously called an " appeal 
to Heaven." 

The question which mor<e immediately 
concerns us, is, how shall this desirable 
ehahge in public l^pinion be effected 1 As, 
in all similar changes, individuals must take 
the lead, like Luther and Calvin, Wilber- 
force andClarkson. The friends of the cause 
must unite themselves into societies, by 
which they put the weight of their influence 
into the scale of truth. Every thing must be 
done to discourage a vain-glorious, domi- 
neering, warlike spirit, and every thing to 
promote the mild and peaceable principles 
of our holy faith, and to '* seek those things 
that make for peace." The friends of peace 
must be active and industrious, and must not 
expect, that the work will go on further 

than they carry it. They must understand 
26* 
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the obstacles opposed to lliem, and be pre* 
pared to surmount tbem. They must perse- 
vere " through eiril report and good report;" 
being assured by prophecy, that ** in due 
time they shall reap, if they faint not." Therfe 
is a vis inertia in morals, as well as in mat- 
ter ; and though it is difficult to set a large 
body in motion, we have this consolation, 
that it is equally 4ifficult to stop it when once 
set a going. 

The prospect of effecting the desired 
change in^iublic opinion /and a conviction of 
the di^ty of making the. attempt, have called 
out the exertions of the friends of peace, and 
have united their exertions by the formation 
of peace societies, both in this country and 
in Europe. The work is in progress and it 
goes on as fast, and even faster, than could 
have been reasonably expected, and it will 
arrive •at its consummation, if there be any 
truth in prophecy. I have heard some la- 
ment« ^at they were not born before the 
American revolution, that they, might hav« 
shared iathe struggle of physical force, which 
was then carrying on, and many, in future 
ages, will lament that they had not an oppor* 
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fUiaiy of taking a part in the revolntion of 
opinion, and the struggle of moral force, 
'which is now in operation, and yet, in both 
cases perhaps, they would hAve remained idle 
fifpectators, or have opposed the change- 
Wise and great men of the last generation, 
a» I have shewn in this series, anticipated 
the change, but they thought it at a vast dis- 
tance, and their hopes wece kept alive only 
by the prophecies and the progress which 
our opinions had already made, and, there- 
fore whatever mi^ht have been their wishes 
and soltary exertions, they formed no coali- 
tion for the purpose of hastening the desired 
consummation. But u^e have brighter hopes, 
and as our hopes invigorate our exertions so 
our exertions brighten our hopes, andtherc 
is a loud call on every friend of peace, now, 
now to exert himself. All moral good lies with- 
in the reach of moral effort. Every moral 
evil may be overcome by moral influence. 

I close the present number with softie ex- 
. cellent remarks by Mrs. Amelia Opie, a pi- 
ous and justly celebrated English writer.*— 
'* Individual efforts, however humble, if firm 
and repeattd, most be ultimately suee^ss^ 
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fuL'* " Nothing w impdtfpible to persevei-- 
ance and exertion." " Nothing is impossi- 
ble, to ze«J and enterprise." " There is no 
moral eyil, which courage, zeal and perse- 
verance wjll not enable us io overcome, and 
there never was a period in history, when 
these qualities seemed more successfully cal- 
led into action, than at the present mo- 
rdent." 
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INTERNATIONAL LAW A REMEDY FOR WAK. 

» 

In my last number, I considered the effect 
of spontaneous public opinion on peace and 
war,' and now agreeably to my promise, un* 
dertake to say something on pftblic opinion, 
as expressed by compact and agreement, a- 
mong nations — or international law — or the 
law of nations — as a remedy against war. 

The law of nations has, hitherto, depended 
on the conflicting opinions of civilians, and 
has never been reduced to a code, to which 
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the principal nations of Christendom have 
given their assent. There are, however, 
some general opinions which have grown in- 
to customs, and, by them the rigors of war 
have been much abated. All other points 
have been only partially and temporarily a* 
greed upon, in treaties of peace or commerce, 
and have been disregarded, as soon as the 
two contracting nations make war again ; be- 
cause war abolishes all treaties. But if three 
or more nations should agree in a treaty, 
which should settle the disputed points, a na- 
tion would be bound, not only to that with 
which she might be afterward at war, but to 
all the other members of the league, and, if 
it should be agreed on, by the nations joining 
the public league, that no war should be de- 
clared by one party of the league against an- 
other, until the matter in dispute had been 
submitted to a congress of the whole, it is ev-* 
ident that ware must cease among the mem- 
bers of the confederation, and this has been 
actually the case on a small sccde as I shall 
show in the sequel. 

Laws may be mstituted among nations* as 
well as anMUg individuuls, and, as ths iastr- 
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tutions of legal tribunals did put an end te 
personal wars — the judicial combat, and the 
wars of th^ feudal system — so, the institu- 
tion of a national tribunal may put an end to 
national wars. There is nothing in the na- 
ture of things to prevent the establishment 
by universal jconsent, of such a tribunal, but 
the love of military^lory and martial renown 
which many, even in this country, endeavor 
to keep up, regardless of the misery which 
war brings on the innocent, the moral degra- 
dation and vice which accompany it, and the 
degradation and slavery by which it is so fre- 
quently followed. But when the private and 
the pubUc robber shall be treated alike by 
public opinion, and the law of nations wars 
wdl cease^ 

There has been a gradual extension of the 
laws which bound together a single family, 
«rder or tribe, to those which united a num- 
ber of families, or clans or of independent ci- 
ties, or of lordships and dukedums, or of 
States and Nations, into one league or con- 
federation. Ih order to put an effectual stop 
to war among christians, it is necessary to 
take bat one step more, which is to unite all 
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the nations of Christendom — I do not meas 
into one sovereignty hut into one league of 
independent states-, for the express purpose 
of settling all external national controversiei 
and no other, in the same manner ih which 
the lea^e of the Hansetowns united the com- 
mercial seahoard cities of Europe, and the 
league of Switzerland unfted thirteen inde- 
pendent states, differing in form of govern- 
ment and religion. I purpose in this num- 
ber, to give some account of such leagues 
which have already existed, and shall begin 
with one of the oldest on record. 

The council of the Amphiciyons consisting 
originally of twelve states or cities and final- 
ly extending to thirty-one, belonged to the 
earliest ages of profane history. It was es- 
tabiished in the yeat 1497 before Christ, near 
the time of the escape of the Israelites from 
Egypt. According to Rollin, " it was in a 
manner the holding of a general assembly of 
the states of Greece. The establishment is 
attributed to Amphictyon king of Athens and 
son of Deucalion, who gave them his name^ 
His principed view was to unite in the sacred 
bond of amity, the severai people of Qjre^ce 
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admitted idto it« and to oblige them, hy that 
union, to undertake the defence of each other 
and be mutually vigilant, £qx the happiness 
and tranquility of their country. It was held 
at Thermopylae and sometimes at DeIpho8» 
and regularly ' assembled, in the spring and 
the fall, and oftener if occasion required. 
Each city sent t we . deputies and in conse- 
quence had two yotes in the council, and that 
without distinction, or the more powerful 
having any prerogative of honor or preemi- 
nence over inferior states, in regard to the 
suffrages— -the liberty, on which these peo- 
ple valued themselves, requii'ing that every 
thing should foe equal amongst them. They 
had full power to discuss and determine all 
differences which might arise between the 
Amphyctionic cities." Another author ob- 
serves : '^ They decided all public differen- 
ces and disputes between any of the cities of 
Greece^ and their determinations were re^ 
oeived with the greatest veneration and were 
ever held sacred and inviolable. Had its 
members been actuated by a spirit of peace» 
of justice, and of good order, it would have 
ndndered iteelf ferever respectable*'* But 
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Philip of Macedon by his intrigues gained an 
ascendency in this famous council and wasT 
the means of reducing it to a mere shadow : 
had it kept clear of foreign wars, it might 
* hfLYe continued, we know not how long ; it 
lasted however until after the reign of Augus- 
tus Caesar and gradually expired. 

I next mention the AchseAn league. "Stran-> 
gers to the desire of conquest and having lit- 
tle connection with corrupt nations,they nev- 
er employed falsehood even against their en- 
emies. Although, each city was independent 
of the others, yet they formed but one body 
and one state. €lo great was their character 
forjustice and probity, that the Greek cities 
of Italy referred their disputes to their arbi- 
tration. The Lacedemonians and Thebans 
referred to them an interesting matter of dis- 
sension between them. Having long retain- 
ed their liberty they ceased not to assemble 
when the necesi»ity of public deliberation re- 
quired it, and even when the rest of -Greece 
was threatened with war and pestilence^ 
Poly bins observes, that the Achceans so far 
gaiped the esteem and confidence of all the 

Europeans) that their name became commoB. 
21 
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to all that country." The Achflean league 
however fell into discord and became in con- 
sequence subject, like the AmphictyoAs to 
the Macedonian yoke. Two hundred and 
eighty years before Christ, it was revived and 
was joined by all the states of Greece, except 
the Lacedemonians, who^were once engaged 
in a war against it, but afferward joined the 
confederacy. The league was tolerably suc- 
cessful in keeping peace among themselves, 
and thus arrived at an uncommon state of 
happiness. But they were not so carefuFto 
keep peace abroad^ and, getting embroiled in 
war, the league was overturned in the year 
146 before Christ. Had they been at care- 
ful to avoid foreign, as domestic war, they 
might have enjoyed the blessings of peace 
and security for many generations longer. 
Wars and commotions among the christians 
of the lower empire, into which Achaia and 
the counties anciently composing the Am- 
phictyonic confederacy fell, on the division 
of the Roman £mpir&{'into East and West, 
completed the fate of (Greece, and it became 
a prey to the Mussulmans under Mahomed 
2d — about the year 1650 ; and now we find 
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the remains of the ancient leagues of the 
Achaeans and Amphictjons struggling to 
throw off the yoke, which internal wars, and 
a quarrelsome military spirit drew upon them. 
The league of the Hanse-towns commen- 
ced in the. year 1140 according to some, and 
not until the year 120i according to others ; 
but it was confirmed and established in 1226 
and 1234, and an extraordinary general as- 
sembly was held every ten years, in which 
they solemnly renewedtheir league, admit- 
ted new members, and expelled old ones, if 
they proved refractory. It first commenced 
by a league between the cities of Lubec and 
Hamburg, and afterward consisted of 12 
towns, situated near the Baltic. They first 
formed a system of commercial, internation- 
al laws, enacted in their general assemblies. 
Th^ league afterward extended to between 
70 and 80 towns and cities. But, in the year 
1780, the regular number was 63, beside 
which there were 44 towns that were consid- 
ered .as allies. While they kept at peage, 
|hey flourished beyond all precedent; but, 
having got rich, they equipped ships and rais- 
ed armies, and about the year 1846, waged 
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a successful war against Waldemir 3d, king 
of Denmark, and, afterward, again, agaimst 
the same power in 1428. By these means, 
they drew on them the jealousy of other pow* 
ers, and the league was gradually reduced, 
40 that the present' Hanseatic league com- 
prises only the three cities of Lubeck, Ham- 
burg and Bremen ; and in the definitire trea- 
ty of 1803, they were acknowledged as 
Hanseatic citi^, with the guarantee of their 
jurisprudence and perpetual neutrality. 

The foundation of the Swiss confederacy 
was laid in 1308 ; but " the code of publie 
law between the combined republics of Swit-^ 
zerland, is founded on the treaty- of Sem- 
patcbin 1393, upon the convention df Stenart, 
and the treaty of peace concluded in 1712. 
at Aran, between the protestant and catho- 
lic cantonsl From these several treaties it 
appears, that* the Helvetic union is a perpet- 
ual defensive alliance bcitween the thirteen 
independent contracting powers, to protect 
each other by their united force against all 
foreign enemies. Another essential object 
of the league is,' to preserve general peact 
a«d good order ; for whieh pur|K>e# it ig mv- 
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enanted, that all public discussions shall fi- 
naJly be settled bet.vTeen contending parties, 
in an amicable manner ; and with this view, 
particular judges and arbiters are appoint- 
ed,' who shall be empowered to compose the 
dissensions that itiay happen to arise. To 
this is added a reciprocal guarantee of the 
form of government established in the res- 
pective commonwealths. No separate en- 
gagement, which any of the cantons may 
conclude, can be valid, if it be inconsistent 
with the fundamental articles of this general 
union. With these exceptions, the combin- 
ed states are independent of each other ; they 
may form alliances with any power, or may 
r^ct the same, although all the others have 
acceded to it ; may grant auxiliary troops to 
foreign princes — ^may prohibit the money of 
the other cantons from being current within 
their own territories; may impose taxes, 
and, in short, perform every other act of ab- 
solute sovereignty. The whole republic is 
cpmposed of 13 cantons, 13 incorporated 
territories, and 21 dependent lordships." 
Some of the cantons are aristocratic, and 

some democratic; some are catholic and 
21* ' 
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Others protestant. This happy confederacf 
enjoyed peace and plenty, and a degree of 
liberty unusual in Europe, until the emissa- 
ries of the French convention sowed dissen- 
jsions among them* and then invaded the 
country and dissolved the confederacy, in 
the year 1798. Since the downfall of Napo* 
leon, Switzerland has again recovered its in- 
dependence, and I believe has resumed its 
former constitution. 

I raight^ here notice the States General of 
the United Provinces, the Diet of Gertnany,* 
the Confederation of the Rhine, and some 
others ancient and modern, but the reader's 
patience would tire ; and the instances I 
have brought forward are sufficient to con- 
firm the fact, that leagues have existed be- 
tween independent states of different ferms 
of government and religion, and hare been 
the means of preserving peace and happi- 
* ness among themselves for ages. The two 
first of the four instances which I have ad- 
duced, have gone down the stream of time. 
.They lasted for centuries, and might have 
lasted longer, had they been as carel^ to 
^LYoid foreign, as they were t* avMd dmn^tU 
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war. The third flourished until it engaged 
in war, and is now nearly extinct. The fourth 
has stood the test of time ; and though for a 
while, it was deranged by the shock of the 
French reyolution, it still remains, and en^ 
joys the same peace and happiness it did cen- 
turies ago. This is to be attributed to the 
peaceful character of the confederacy ; for 
though individuals of the country have fought 
in all the wars of Europe, and have oHen 
met each other on the fatal field, in opposing 
« armies— the confederacy itself has *' sought 
the things that make for peace." To which 
end, the transportation of its warlike spirits 
has, perhaps not a little, contributed. 

We now come to the " great scheme," as 
it was called, which was first imagined by 
Henry IV. King of France, which was no 
less than the union of all the nations of 
Christendom, in one grand confederation, 
for the purpose of establishing permanent 
and universal peace. It will not however be 
necessary to go through the details of the 
scheme projected by the French Ring. It 
is practicable, and may one day be consum- 
ijl^atfd. $ucJi things have been and such 
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things art, on a smaller scale, and it is onlj 
necessary to enlarge the scale, and the pur- 
pose is effected. 

It is time now to notice some objections, 
but as I have already extended inj remarks 
beyond my usual limits, I must defer the 
consideration of them, together with some 
remarks on the Holy Alliance, and the Con- 
gress of Panama, until my next number. 
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OBJECTIONS TO THE SCHEME OF INTER-NA- 
TIONAL LAW, AS A REMEDY FOR WAR, CON- 

SIDRED. 

* 

I promised, in my last, to consider some 
objections to tbe '^ Great Scheme," as to its 
practicability or utility. As to its practica- 
bility, I answer, that whatsoever depends on 
bumaa voliti6n, is practicable — what has 
been done may be done again — what now 
exists on a small scale, may hereafter exist 
ojR a. larger one. As te its utility I refer to 
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mhBt htis been^ in the ancieht leagues, and 
what 15 in the leagues which do exist. What 
would Switzerland do without such a league? 
What should we do without our confedera- 
tion ? What will the states of South America 
do if the Congress of Panama does not go 
into operation 1 War would take the plac« 
of peace. 

I cannot therefore knagine, that any one 
can seriously object to such a scheme, unless 
he thinks that war is preferable to peace, but 
the number of such is so small, and they are 
tso unreasonable, that it is not worth while to 
liotice them. Many will doubt the practica- 
bility,— but if the scheme cannot at present 
be carried to all its desired extent, it is very 
oertain, that it is in successful operation on a. 
smaller scale, viz. in Switzerland, and even 
our own confederation has somewhat of a 
similar foundation ; for our States are all 
independent of each other, and yet linked to- 
other much more closely than it would be 
necessary for Christian nations to be, in order 
to secure permanent and universal peace. 
Though bound together by one constitution, 
yet there is a great diversity in the eohstiti^v 
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tions of the several states, for some states 
tolerate slavery, while others do uot ; in some, 
the qualifications of a voter are rai8e4«o high, 
that the form of government approaches to an 
oligarchy, while in others, the equality of all 
classes of citizens, bring^ them nearer to a 
pure democracy- Now, as the toleration of 
slavery, and the different qualifications for 
suffrages do not prevent our close union^ cer- 
tainly the difference in forms of government, 
among Christian nations, would not prevent 
a coalition, barely for certain pufposes. It 
did not prevent the council of the Amphic- 
tyonB,in which kingdoms and republics were 
mixed. It does not prevent the Swiss con- 
federation, in which aristocracies and' de- 
mocracies are mixed. Such a confederation 
would not affect the form of government of 
any state, or any of their internal affairs^ but 
only the concerns of a foreign and external 
character. 

The greatest objection to the Great Scheme, 
and indeed the only one, lies in the danger 
to which it might expose the libertj of the 
citizen and subject. But, on examination, 
tilts fear will be found to he groundless. I 
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will allow, that the scheme, as first proposed 
by Henrj, would have endangered the pro- 
gress of liberty, and -that, chiefly, because it 
provided for keeping up a great body of 
troops, which would have endangered the 
peace, as Well as the liberty of the world— 
for liberty does not live in camps. But, on 
our Scheme, the keeping up of a large army 
or navy, would be useless, and even prohibit- 
ed, as we should depend ^on the force of pub- 
lic opinion, and not on physical force, to ex- 
ecute the decisions of the Congress of Nations. 
A peace extorted by force is no peace at all : 
it is scarcely a truce. Whatever might have 
been the pretensions of the Holy Alliance, i 
"liave no doubt, that it was organized among 
erowned heads, chiefly for fear of the loss of 
orowns, and perhaps of the heads that wear 
them, and that it is rather a conspiracy of 
kings, than a league of nations. But, a con-^ 
federation of nations ^ in which republics and 
limited monarchies would have the chief in- 
fluence, would have a directly contrary efleet, 
end, if it interliered at all with the internal 
affairs of nations, that interference would b# 
in favor of liberty. Qut, more thaatbi«ili^ 
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State of peace woukl be favorable to an iA« 
crease of light and knowledge, which must 
always precede liberty. It is iiqpossible to 
make an ignorant and vicious people free, 
and war is the greatest promoter of ignorance 
and vice Liberty cannot spread in the world, 
without peace, so that such a confederation 
would be more likely to promote liberty than 
abridge it. 

That the Scheme is practicable, theoretic^ 
ally, is self-evident. That it has been actual* 
ly pat in practice on a small scale, has been 
proved, if some of these schemes have fail- 
ed afYer a lapse of centuriea, it has been owing 
to their imperfections — they have been alli- 
ances for the purposes of war as well as for 
peace, — leagues offensive as well as defimsive, 
for the purpose of foreign war, as well as in^ 
temai peace, and though they have kept 
.peace among themselves, they have engaged 
in -foreign wars, and that has proved their 
ruin. But this would not happen to the 
Scheme proposed, for two reasons. One is^ 
that the league is not to engage in foreign 
war, unless they are attacked, and then the 
'^v'tt to be strictly defensive, which is no war 
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at alL The other is, that if thepriticipal na- 
tions of christeDdoin joined the league, thera 
would be none to contend with,*— not even 
the Turks, for they do not seem at all dispos- 
ed for offensive war on the christian nations, 
and probably will have enough to do at hoihe, 
and if they have not, they would fear to at- 
tack all ohristendom, when they well know, 
that there are three or four powers in Chris- 
tendom, that, single handed,^ would drive 
them out of Europe. But when christians 
shall cease to make war cm each other, the in- 
iidels will be Converted and join the peaceful 
league* There perished, in the wars which 
followed the French Revolution, five millions 
and sixty t housed men. Had christianl^ us- 
ed as much energy in conyerting the heathen, 
as they have in cutting each other's throats, 
— ^had the expenses of the late wars been em- 
ployed in sending five millions of missiona- 
ries to the heathen, after having set them 
the example of peace at kome, the world 
wouH soon be converted to the peaceful reli-^ 
gion of Christ. 

There never was a time, since the creation 
•f the world, so fayorable for puttrng %kf 
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great scheme in operation, as the present. 
The Congress of Panama leads the way, and 
has actually made a beginning. North A- 
meriisa has already fallen into the scheme, 
and It is highly probable, that Great Britain 
will join» This of itself, if it goes no farther, 
will greatly promote the cause of peace. 
When I first began to write these essays, I 
formed such a scheme in my own mind. It 
appeared to me, then, as a vision like Dan- 
iel's^ " for many days" — a dream of things 
farv distant in the vista of time. What then 
were my sensations, when the Congress of 
Panama burst upon my view ! It seamed as 
though, to use a vulgar phrase, ^' my dream 
had come to pass." Indeed, the moral world 
now revolves, with a velocity unexampled 
and inconceivable. As we revolve with it, 
we do not perceive its motion, any more than 
we do that of the material world, or than we 
do when in a ship, in a current far from land. 
The pjogressis perceived only by those, who 
mark the times and seasons, and take obser* 
vations of the heavenly bodies and distant ob- 
jects. 

The Hanseatie league, as I observed in 
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my last, began with two cities only. Now, 
supppsing tbat only the republics of North 
and South America commence the great 
scheme, Great Britain will probably join. If 
Great Britain joins, then Denmark, Sweden, 
the three remaining Hansetowns, Holland, 
and Portugal will join. Brazil will find it for 
its safety and interest to join. These of them- 
eelves, being the chief maritime states, would 
be sufficient to establish a code of interna- 
tional law, to which France, Spain, and the 
other continental powers must submit. But 
these powers would drop in, one af^er anoth- 
er, and if they did not, a great point would 
be gained, an^ the peace of Christendom in a 
great measure secured. 

But it may be asked, what would enforce 
the decrees of such a tribunal as I have im- 
agined 1 I ask in return, what enforces the 
decrees of our masonic fraternities, churches 
and societies ? — ^the right of expulsion, and 
this woufd operate in one case, as wfeU as the 
other. ThePhoceans were expelled from 
the council of the Amphyctyons, and were 
not restored until 68 years after. TV hat en- 
forces the decrees of our own supreme judi-* 
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cial court and the laws of Congress ? — pub- 
lic opinion. We have never found physical 
force necessarj. A proclamation was suffi- 
cient to overthrow Aaron Burr*s forces, — the 
whiskey insurrection, if it had been let alone, 
would have gone out, for want of fuel, and 
Daniel Shades would have been deserted by 
his followers, if no force had been sent a* 
gainst him. These however were individuals^ 
and did not act in a corporate capacity,- as 
members of the confederation, and if physi- 
cal force may be safely used to execute the 
laws of the Union, then it could be' safely us- 
ed to execute the laws of the great confeder- 
ation of nations, to suppress piracy and the 
slave trade. But it is objected that Georgia, 
a member of our coufedejration, has risen in 
open rebelliom Let Georgia alone, and she 
win come to her sensies, notwithstanding het 
land lottery. We have reason to be thank- 
ful, that we have not a military President an^ 
a standing army. But at last, if a deficiency 
of moral force wou1<) weigh anything against 
a confederation of nations, it would be equal- 
ly valid against the unron of these states. 
How far it would be advisable to enfbtce the 
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decrees, of the confederacy by commercial 
regulations, might be left to the wisdom of 
those who composed the first convention, sub- 
ject to a negative by the separate powers. 

But it is asked, why do you lay this subject 
, before the public 1 Why do you not send a 
memorial to the courts of Europe, and the 
executives of the American Repubhcs t It 
is because, as I have already observed, spon- 
taneous opinion must precede statutes, con* 
ventions and laws, which are but the expres- 
sions of spontaneous opinion. Had Henry 
undertaken his scheme, he would have failed 
because the world was not then sufficiently 
enlightened, and because the military power 
attached to it. Governments cannot carry 
this scheme into effect withou^t the will of the 
people, and when the people are determined 
on it, governments cannot prevent.it. But in 
this country, at least, the people govern, and 
the public voice must and will be heard. 
There has been some opposition to our send- 
ing envoys to the Congress of Panamla, but 
perhtips the objectors would have equally op- 
posed any thing don'e by the present admin- 
istration,— perhaps not. But it is well for 
22» 
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the people to know their interest, and to Tdte 
for such men as i^ill promote it. - A different 
administration, though it could not defeat 
the scheme, may -delay it for some years. 

If all the good which is contemplated, 
should not be effi^cted \>y such a coalition, 
yet much might he dohe to secure the peace 
and happiness of the H^man race. For the 
benefits resiiHing from such a coalition, I re- 
fer the reader to my paper on the Panama 
Mission, in which I promised to take up the 
subject again, biit have not had leisure antif 
the present time. In that number, I ealle'd 
the attention of the reader in sonj^ features 
of the C7ongress of the Peninsula, whicli 
would be favorable to the cause ofpcace ; and 
these points could be still better settled by a 
Congress of all christian nations, or a major- 
ity of them. In such a Congress, privateer- 
ing and the slave trade could be aboH'shed by 
mutual consent, so far as the parties repre- 
sented at the Congress should be cottcerned. 
Here might be ^tablidfed the great pacife 
principle, thftt fi^e isrliipis Bhovid make free 
f ood^, lilid the neutral flag protect all that 
•ail Aader it; 'except eoritrttbaiid of w«ir, rail 



OP INTERNATIONAL LAW. 25§ 

this principle migbt, perhaps, be made to ex- 
tend to all merchant and fishing vessels en- 
gaged in lawful business. The articles which 
are, for the future, to be considered as con- 
traband of war, could be distinctly defined, 
and the present number considerably lessen- 
ed. The right of search and of blockade 
might be defined, and the latter restricted to 
ports in a state of actual blockade, both by 
sea and lan4* The right of impressment 
from neutral vessels might be abandoned, or 
80 modified, by mutual concessions, as to 
cease to be a cause of war. Wis should hope, 
the Congress would go farther, and establish 
a system, by w<hich disputes arising from any 
^of the above named topics — or, indeed, any 
other — should be settled. But if it went no 
further, and regulated only these subjects, 
great good would result to the human race, 
wars would be less frequent, less ferooious, 
. end of shorter duration. As many points as 
Should be settled by such a Congress, so ma- 
ny heads of the Hydra, war, would be crush- 
ed, and, to use the language oi*President Ad- 
ams, " the fountain of many a future war 
would be drained^*' 
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I was in hopes to have finished the subjeet 
in one number, but it has already extended 
to two, and will intrude on a third, in which 
I purpose to consider some of the obstacles, 
which lay in the way of adopting a modifica- 
tion of the great scheme of Henry IV., to 
which the age is now favourable, and a com- 
mencement of which has already been made 
by the Congress of Panama. 
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OBSTACLES TO THE ADOPTION OP THE 
"GREAT SCHKME.'* 

« 

That there are obstacles to the adoption of 
the pacific and philosophic scheme, which 
we have been considering, cannot be defi- 
ed : for otherwise a project so benerolent 
and so abun,dant intiappiuess both temporal 
and eternal, would have been adopted long 
before the reign of Henry IV. — especially as 
trials of nearly the same - principles, on a 
small scale, had been so successful. ^ 



The greatest obstacle is the^ love of tnili- 
tary glory ; for pec^ee is the grave of such 
glory. Without war, the world would, never 
have seen an Alexander, a Cesar, an Attita, 
a Tamerlane, a Gengis Khan, a Charles 
12th, or a Napoleon, — no rivers of blood, 
no pyramids of human skulls, no heaps of the 
dying and the dead, which grace the field of 
glory-^no, aor triumphal arch, nor sculp- 
tured arms, nor proud monuments, nor min- 
fltrel's song,-— no more celebrations of bat- 
tles, nor military parade, all, all would *' van- 
ish like the baseless fabric of a vision,'' to- 
gether with all the tears and sighs and 
groans, and misery and slavery, and vice 
which have accompanied them, and leave 
behind only peace and happiness, and plen- 
ty, and liberty, and science, and virtue. But 
will the world always b^ dazzled by this ig- 
nis fatuus— ^military glory ? No, it will grow 
wiser by dear experience, and as the Chris- 
tian religion shall be betted understood^ and 
more widely diffused t^ the empire of peace 
will be extended. ' 

The maintenance of great naval and mili- 
tary establisbinents is another obstacle to 



y 
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the pacific scheme. So many of the most 
active and influential characters derive their 
support from war, and so raanj look to it as 
their only chance for promotioii and honor, 
that an inclination is given hy them to pub- 
lic opipion contrary to the public good. — 
Not only.' those who are actively engaged in 
war will be in favoy of it, but also the com- 
missary, the contractor, the manufactiirer of 
arms and ammunition, all look to war for their 
support, wi^h<»ut reflecting, or without caring 
that their support is wrung from the hard 
hand of labor, and taken from the mouth 
of poverty. How many by means of war are 
compelled to labor to support the luxury of 
one ! What but war could have converted 
Alderman Curtis from a biscuit-baker to a- 
baronet 1 Without contracts for the army 
and navy, he would have found biscuit-bak- 
ing but a dry business, and instead of rav» 
sacking creation for dainties — for calipee 
and calipash — must have been contented 
«with roast beef and plumb pudding. Those 
who have the management of war grow im- 
mensely rich. The widow of the late Lord 
Oastlereagh wore, on her dress the amount 
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of three hundred and fifty thousand dollarSt 
in diamonds, while on the same night more 
than three hundred and fifty thousand of her 
country women went to bed without even a 
supper of potatoes. The Hon. Mrs. Hope 
far exceeded, the abovementioned Marchion- 
ess of Londonderry. Her dress cost more 
than three milhons of dollars. Her husband, 
the famous banker, had amassed all this 
money by dealing in war debts and helping 
the present age to riot on the labor, depriva- 
tion and misery of future generations. 

Another thing, which keeps up the war 
spirit, is the course of education pursued in 
colleges and academies, both in Europe and 
America. Thtf heathen poets, and also the 
best modern poets, who, unfortunately, have 
taken them for a model, incite in the minds 
of youth false notions of glory. I have said 
so much on this subject, in my first series, 
'that I do not think it necessary to enlarge in 
this place, but wilL only add, that since I 
wrote those numbers, conversing with a cler- 
icaLgentleman of high standing, he informs 
ed nie that his own experience had confirm- 
ed the truth of my remarks, — ^that before fa« 
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felt the power ef religion, he was reading the 
Greek Testament and the Iliad, at the same 
time, and that he could APt take up tlie Testa- 
ment without disgust at the meanness of jthe 
character of Christ d& his apostles, when com- 
pared with the heroes of Homer ; and at the 
doctrines of Christ, when compared with the 
heroic sentiments and , glowing language of 
the heathen poet. All this is very natural. 
I am, however, happy to see that the useful 
sciences are taking the place of the dead 
languages^^hat in the course of education, 
which is getting more and more popular, 
the useful is preferred to the €igreeablej and 
that the infallibility of oUr M modes of ed- 
ucation begins to be suspected. For one I 
should not be sorry to see the heathen po- 
ems put on the same shelf with heathen logic, 
and the works of Homer and the Stagyrite 
left tq moulder together. 

The manner in which history is generally 
written, tends much to keep up a spirit of war. 
Neither nations, nor individuals, like to be 
Cold disagreeable truths.— «^ An historian, to 
be popular, must always represent his own 
oaUoaas iSeiultless— -always in the riband 
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atlways suecesfeful, and that what is lost in 
commerce or territory is made up in glory. 
On the contrary, the nation against which 
^e wage war, must always he painted in the 
l^tackest colours imaginable, and all the en* 
mity of the human heart: must be stirred up 
against it. The gallant Nelson always end- 
ed hi<9 charge to young midshipmen, after 
having pointed out to them their duty, in 
these words, *' and you must always hate a 
Fi*enchman worse than the d-— 1." Thua 
nations are taugnt to hate and dispise each 
other, and men \^)io- profess to believe on 
him who taught us "whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them," '* love your enemies*," &c. violate 
that 'charity which is the brightest of th« 
christian graces. 

War manifestos are calculated for the ex- 
press purpose of exciting national hatred 
and rancor, and are 'generally penned with 
SO' shameful a disregard for truth that with* 
onf slander, they may be said to'*' lie like a 
bulletin." Even our own boasied declara* 
tiori of independence will hardly bear tha 

test of strict scrutiny. It was caleulated ex- 
23 
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pressly to fan the dormant embers and ip 
excite aaimositj against both the gorern- 
ment and people of Great Britain, and it 
had the effect. But the end having been an- 
swered, I do not see the use of annually re" 
peating all our complaints,, which, if they 
did exist, have now ceased for half a century, 
unless It be useful to make a country a slave 
to prejudice : for " the nation," sajs Wash- 
ington, *' that indulges toward another na- 
tion an habitual hatred, is, in some degree, 
a s/a»c." 

The erection of monuments, to perpetu- 
ate the memory of the bloody battles in 
which we have been engaged, is an obsta- 
cle to the great scheme. I have no doubt 
-that many, who have assisted in such things, 
have done it from patriotic motives — ^but it 
was a mistaken patriotism. If an Ameri- 
can would know how sucli a sight would af- 
fect him, let him look at the American flags 
in St. PauFs church in London. Will he love * 
England the better for the sight ? Besides 
this there seems to be the same absurdity 
in a nation's erecting monun^ents gf its own 
vietories, as in an individual's^ erecting a 
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Statue of himself. To me such a monument 
appears like the grave stone of departed 
philanthrophy. Should a monument be 
erected, on every field of battle, in some parts 
of Europe, the whole country would look 
like a grave yard. I do not refuse honor to 
the brave, but, if we must have a monument 
on Bunker Hill, let it be a tomb, in which 
shall be interred the bones of the combatants 
on both sides, for both, were of the same na- 
tion, faith, and language, and both thought 
they were fighting for their country. 

Another thing which keeps up a love of 
military glory, and thus opposes an obsta- 
cle to the cause of permanent and universal 
peace, is the. militia system. If we must 
have a militia, can we not have it witiiout 
all it's gorgeous trappings and.' ' pomp and 
circumstance ?" Why cannot our citizens 
train in a citizen^s dress; or is it indeed 
true, as Dr. Rush has said, that '* were there 
no uniforms there woul^ be no armies ? If 
there were no armies there would be no need 
of them." 

The military academies, which we support, 
are an obstacle to the cause of peace. I do 
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dot say they are not necessary, because the 
friends of peace in this country, do not med- 
dle with the question of defensive war ; and 
if we must have a militia, it were perhaps het- 

• 

ter that they should be officered by the cadets 
^an as they are now. But, I do say, with- 
out ^ear of contradiction, that they foster a 
military spirit that delights in war, and is op- 
posed to peace. We are raising up a milita* 
ry order, among the sons of the first and most 
infiuential characters in the country. They 
learn to fight, if they learn nothing else, and 
if they never do fight,* the expense of their 
education is lost, and without war all their 
hopes of advancement wither. Rather than 
this should be, they and their friends will be 
likely, to throw the weight of their character 
into the scale of war. . It was a whimsical 
objection which I heard, a few days ago, 
against the peace societies — ^that they were 
calculated to introduce Lordships into the 
country. Every body knows, that the mili- 
tary orders introduced Lordships into Eu- 
rope, and that they are yet recruited out of 
the same ranks ; but there is no danger of 
introducing Lordships into this eoontry,*— • 
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not at least until we faaye a military presi- 
dent. It is really surprising, to observe, with 
what carelessness as to public good or pri- 
vate character, people choose a profession 
for their children. Not long ago, a friend of 
mine applied to me for advice, respecting the 

I education of his son. He had thoughts of 
jsending him to West Point, to make ti sol- 
dier of him, pr to Andover, to make him a 
XQiinister : and was uncertain which to choose. 

' He certainly could not have hit on extremes 
further apart than the military and the cleri- 
cal characters, though, I allow, that they have 
been united in one person, — strange incon- 
sistency. 

The' last obstacle to the adoption of pacif- 
ic sentiments, which I shall now mention, is 
the manner in which we celebrate our inde- 
pendence. We commence with vibrations of 
air, made by every possible means, by can- 
nop, small arms, bells, trumpet, fifes, and 
drums, as though we would frighten away 
the evil genius of slavery from our shores, in 
the same manner as the natives of Nootka* 
'9ound frighten away the evil spirit who they 

dtliink is eating up the moon, at the time of ' 
24* 
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an eclipse. Our 4th of July orations are 
generally frothy encomiums on our prowess 
and valor, and proud boasUngs of our being 
the most enlightened, free and brave nation 
in the world, aijd by way of contrast, we rep- 
resent the land of our forefathers as a land of 
slaves, and George the 3d as a tyrant, whom 
we conquered. If this puerile extravagance 
* were not mischievous, as well as ridiculous, 
it Would not be worth notice, but it injureg 
in two ways. It gives us so high an opinion 
of our Valor, and such a contempt for other 
nations, and it promises srfch certain victo- 
ry, that the people are easily cajoled into 
a war, and, as far as it is known abroad, it 
excites revenge, envy, and conteibpt, and 
helps to keep up a rancorous, inamicable 
spirit between two nations that ought, of all 
others, to be the most friendly. 

None of these obstacles ought to discour- 
age us, nor all of them put together ; forthey 
all depend on human volition, and of course 
may be removed by human exertion. To 
forward this great object is the end and aim 
of peace societies, atid every friend of peace, 
every philanthropist, and every christian, 
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ought to lend a helping hand, and thej ought, 
not only to endearour, botii by precept and 
example, to remove these obstacles, but to 
*^ seek the things that make for peace.'' 

While some are industriously gathering all 
that they can allege against foreign nations, 
the friends of peace ought to be as industri- 
ous in collecting traits of their virtues. To 
speak well of an enemy, when we have 
an opportunity, is generous and magnan- 
imous, but to reftise him our approba- 
tion, when he merits it, is mean and con- 
temptible, y' The fViends of peace ought to 
discountenance all memorials of past grievan- 
ces and past hostilities. Forgiveness of in- 
juries is as much the duty of nations as of 
individuals, and tends as much to national 
as it does to individual happiness. I know 
that this doctrine is not popular, but a man 
who courts popularity will not join the peace 
society — at least for the present. 

It is much to be desired, that our country 
would follow ihe exampFe of France and 
Spain, and would send back to England and 
France, all. the flags and trophies of war 
they have tak«n from them. This could not 
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but l»e reciprocated by those powers/ and the 
example might extend to others. If all the 
military trophies in the world were heaped 
together, in one vast pile, and consumed, 
what a glorious bonfire they would make. 

I should like to touch on a few more top- 
ics in this connection, but, I find mj papers 
are getting to be too lengthlj of late. Final' 
fy* by leaving undone many things' that we 
do, and doing some things which we leave un- 
done, the time might be brought near, when 
all the powers of Christendom would consent 
to a system of inter-national law, which would 
forever abolish the custom of war, d& bury the 
Jiatchet so deep that it would never again be 
found — ^the time *' when nation shall no long- 
er lift up sword against nation nor learn war 
any more," a time which will surely come, 
" for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath 
spoken it." What immortal glory will crown 
that nation that shall lead the way to the joy- 
ful consummation f 
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NO. 38. 

CONCLUSION. 

I have now come to the end of my second 
series of numbers on Peace and War. When 
I first began to write on this subject, — ^to 
which I was induced bj reading the "Friend 
of Peace," and the request of the first editor 
of the Mirror, I thought my essays would ex-* 
tend to about a dozen numbers, and that, by 
that time, I should work myself oat of stockt 
and my readers out of patience. But both 
have held out beyond my expectation. I 
have been like the child who pursues the set- 
ting sun, and thinks that when he arrives ^t 
the summit of the next hill, he shall be aMe 
to grasp it ; but when arrived there, he finds 
a boundless prospect before him. " Hills 
over hills, and Alps en Alps arise/* So 
boundless is the subject of permanent and 
universal peace — nor is there danger of its 
being exhausted until ministers shall have 
preached out the Bible. 

My chief aim, in this series, was to shew 
that the primitive christians looked on war 
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with abhorrence, and that many suffered 
death rather than take up arms, — that pious 
^ and good men in all ages have deprecated 
war, — ^that many of the wisest of the philan- 
thropists, sages, and philosophers, both chris- 
tian and heathen, ancient and modem, hare 
given their testimony against war. But it 
must be eonfessed that the number of heath- 
en writers in favor of peace, — ^though as great 
as could haire been expected, considering 
the nature of their religion, — was not bo 
great as was to be desired, and that, during 
the dark agesy it seems as though the world 
was almost universally given over to the 
rule of Satan, — \h havoc, murder, and deso- 
lation, at once thb cause and the conse- 
quence of its ignorance. This was the gen- 
eral plan which I had laid out at the com- 
mencement of the series, but I have also ta- 
ken up such subjects as had become topics 
of conversation for the day, the most inter- 
esting of which was the Congress of Pana- 
ma, which originated since its^ commence* 
hient. I have also taken some little notice^ 
of thie Militia System, but of late have re- 
frained, beeause I thought further remarks 
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unnecessary. It appears that my opinions 
on this, subject were not singular, and that 
the system is beheld with pretty general dis- 
gust, bordering on contempt. It has rapidly 
declined, and seems now near its end, and 
the only inquiry among its friends is, how 
to give it a decent burial, which is certainly 
more for their honor and interest than to let 
it rot above ground. 

It has been very gratifying to me to ob- 
serve, that, during the course of this series 
there has been an' evident change in public 
opinion in places where it could have had 
no influence, and that sentiments similar to 
mine have been advanced, by leading char- 
acters in France, in Great Britain, and other 
parts of Europe, and we now scarcely read 
a speech, a sermon, or even a novel, that 
does not breathe pacific sentiments. A new 
era has certainly commenced, and the next 
generation will be different from any pre* 
ee<fing, right will take the place of might, 
reason of force, and^ moral power will be su- 
perior to physical. 

"When I commenced this series, I wars in 
hopes of .assistance from n^y friends, but on,- 
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1^ two communicatioiift have reached me* 
One is an extract from a much valued friend, 
which a press of other matter, and the plan 
which I adopted) made it difficult to intro- 
duce ; tliough it was. not forgotten and is 
still on file. The other is a letter from a 
General of the militia, accompanying the dis- 
^ charge of an officer, and contains many per- 
tinent and just ohservations on the Militia 
System, of which I should have been very 
glad to- have availed myself, had I received 
the letter earlier. 

But though I have received no other vol- 
untary assistance, I have not scrupled to 
help myself to any thing which came in my 
way, suitable for my purpose, and am much 
indebted to the Herald of Peace, and the 
Friend of Pe^ce, the principal peace publi- 
cations in Great Britain and America ; and 
many of the ideas and almost all the erudi- 
tion which is to be found in this sejcies be- 
longs to them* Whenever I have found an 
idea whioh I liked, like B'rederic the Gr^at, 
with his recruits, I have pressed it into my 
service, belong to whom it aaay;, dresaed it in 
^y own languiage; have not been x^xj seru- 
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tion, and I claim no credit but for my dili- 
gence in nijarahnlling out the thoughts of oth- 
ers, and putting them in a way to do execu- 
t]0fi. But UfUike the aforesaid King of Pius* 
sia, in this, I have *' dooe violence to no 
man,'' fer there is a sort of community of 
goods among the friends of peace, as there 
was among the pacific primitive christians ; 
and, to follow up my first figure, we are 
glad to see our own soldiers in ^foreign regi- 
ments, and provided the victory be obtaioeii 
Over the powers of darluiesst we care not 
who reap the lautels. Notwithstanding, I 
OAunot conceal the pleasure it has given me 
to see mj lucrubatians on the subject of 
peace so m,ucb approved, and so often re« 
printed both in this countrv and in Europe, 
and am grati^ed by the information that the 
second edition of my first series h^ ^been 
stereotyped. I hope that this pleasure prises 
from a sincere desire of doing good, ^^d I 
^orthe prevalence of worse motives. 

I ha.ve reason to believe that my labors 
Have not been in vain, and that the^e essays 

have had some e&ct, at least in this State, 
24 
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in which Peace Societies have been organi- 
zed ii^ places where I am personally un* 
known. Manj ministers of the gospeli. hay# 
also had their attention called to their duty 
as it relates to the paeific principles of our 
holy religion ; some have adopted the plan 
of preaching sermons at stated seasons 
against the custom of war, and others hare . 
been instrumental in the formation of new 
Peace Societies. 

I now, a second time, take my leave of the 
pubkc, with many thanks for their continued 
indulgence. Whether I shall ever resume 
the subject of Peace and War is at present 
uncertain. I wish both temporal and eternal 
happiness to the whole human race. I ar- 
dently pray that wars and fightings and ev- 
ery species of oppression may cease through- 
out the earth. I thank God for having spar- 
ed my life to see a day of such general ben- 
evolence and philanthropy, — a day, in which 
mankind are willing to do so much for the 
good of their fellow creatures, — a day,nn 
fwhich such mighty moral engines are mov- 
ing, with <* the full tide of successful exper- 
iment." I thank God for enabling me to 
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add one drop to the stream, and making me 
in some small measure useful to the great 
oause which angels came to proclaim, — ^the 
cause of peacb on barth and g^ob wiu* 

TOWABB BlfiN. 
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45 3 for Z>« read indicate. 

58 7 fo TaUanreHd Tatian. 

60 9 vStw by maeri revenge but by, 

80 4 from bottom, for discourage read disparage. 

93 1 for not read i&u/. 

« 7 from bottom, for nation read naiiotu. 

115 19 for Wtcm^n read iVfemdn. 

138 4 after <i« insert to. 

142 2 from bottom, for luu read fcfloc. 

261 13 for headed read bearded. 

171 8 from bottom, for Aw read have. 

175 16 after American insert captotn. 

178 26 after the numbers insert dollars. 

219 13 for cunilandaretidcumUmda. 



.e-^l"i:«l» REMOVED 
Ijlj^ I'X LIBRARY 



•4 054 765 276 



